B. C. MINING CRITIC.

.

ing lases on the Fraver. The whole
prospectus §8 vague, and far (rom yoe
assvring, and there are evidently big
promotion profits hehind an undertak-
fng of a very doubtful natuie ay ve-
gards chanees of  success, dredging
having, up to date, fatled bhedly on the
Frager, It Is to Le hoped, though in-
formation Is not yet to hand, that the
cffurt to tloat this company falled,
There Is a plentiful lnck of assurance
to the Investing publlc about its pros-
peetur, though a cable despateh quot-
ed therein states that somewhere on
the Fraser, somebody named Benttie
recently  cleaned up, by dredging,
$4000 In three weeks, using a small
plant.  Mr. Beattie's somewhat sur-
prising gucress  under  the  clreum-
.ostances seems to have attracted but
lttle notlce In British  Columbia,
wlhere such news of a gold dredging
fchievement would be welcomed, in
the case particulavly of such a river
a8 the Fraser, in which previous at-
tempts have proved so singularly
abortive, a3 1 general rule, suve In the
case of operations on a small scale, on
speeially favorable small deposits.

A despatch to the Victoria * Tinles "
from San Francisco says:

“ Iassengers who arrvived this worn-
ing on the steamer Clty of Sydney de-
tlare that the burled treasure of Cocos
Islund hasg been discovered, snd that
ene of their number knows where it
is. This man is Augustus Whidden,
partner of A. Gissler, who left this
port in the sloop Haysved about five
yYears ago, in search of the wealth.*

As will be remembered, when the
schooner, on which the expedition coms-
manded by Captain  Fred. Hackett
sailed from Cocos Island to return to
Victoria, after an unsuccessful search
for the buried treasure, Captain Aug-
ustus \Whidden, the passenger veferred
to in the despatch, in company with
A. Livingstone, another Victoria seal-
ing man, remalned behind. When the
tlagship Imperieuse returned, last
Wednesday, after unsuccessfully
scarching for the trea%ure, she brought
news that Whidden had left the Is-
land, and had gone to Punta Arcnas
with Gissler, while Livingstone was
still en the Island. Notwithstanding
that' Charles Harford, who came to
Victoria on the schooner Aurora, and
who claims to have discovered the
treasure, says that Captain Whidden
could not find the treasure, there arc
many who are of the opinion that he
has. Among these are many on board
the Imperieuse,.
the party sent ashore by the flagship,
under: Lieut. "Lee, had dig according
to Qirections, they located a slab of
slate, which showeéd-evidences of hav-
lng heen moved before their arrival.
They could not rzuse the slah, or éven
get -dowi ‘to it, owing to the ratay
smon tha,.hole.aas fast as: it.was :
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evacuated, flling with water, For two
daya this party worked, and then they
were recalled by the Admlrx\'l. and the
ship left. In order that the lvcation
of the treasure~for they believed they
had locatal ft—ghould not be Kknown
to the resldents of the island, it is sald
they were detained on the tlagship

unti!  the work wag over, amld the
traces ‘or'the digging obliterated,
Harford was taken back on  the

warship to San Jose de Guatemala,
where he was left, and the warship
procceded to Victorin, 1. M, 8. Am-
phion was met and ordered down to
wnatemala, and, it Is sald by ofllcers
of the lmpericuse, she was to go from
there to the fsland to continue the
search, taking Harford down from
San Jore de Guatemals, to direct the
aperations,

\WVhen Harford came to Vietoria, in
Augugt last, and told the story of his
aiscovery, he described mmany strange
wdventures with Gissler, who, be says,
fa his mortal enemy. 1t was for fear
of deathh at the hauds of this ian, he
sald, that he refrained from digging
up the thirty milllon dollars' worth of
gold, silver and precious stones. IHe
also told of o faithful negro servant
who had alded him against Gissier,
and who also knew of the location of
the treasure. When asked it this
negro would not reveal the location of
the wealth, Harford satid he was not
in the least afrald of that, as nothing
could Induce the negro to work against
the interests of his employer. Acrord-
ing to the story told by the officers of
the Impericuse, however, this negro
had gone in a sloop to the mainland,
in company with Captain Whidden
and Gissler. The other residents of
the istand, the two German men and
(wwo German women, sald they had
gone for provisions, but no one had
seen the departure of the sloop, and
no one could say whether or not they
had found the hidden weulth and car-
ried it away, or- whether Gissler went
back to the Island is not kuown. In
all probability he returned, for he had
left his wife there. Certain it is thuat
Whidden did not go back.

Gissler, who is mentjoned in the de-
spatch, Is Captain Gissler, 2 German,
who left Stockton, Cal, about five
years ago, to search for the treasure.
He has, since then, been gearching and
ralsing coffee on the island.

The arrival of Captain Whidden in
Victoria will be awaited .with great in-
terest, for if, as is generally supposed,
he has located the immense treasure,
he will be a British Columbian copy
of the Count of Monte Cristo. The
warship will in the meantime search,
as did the flagship, unsuccessfully.

The Critic 13 the Lest advertising.
medinm in British-Colutabta for:business

men, ma,nutucturers and other whe wish |
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VANCOUVER AND THIS YUKON.

Vancouver's City Council and Board
Of Trade have rightly resolved to ad-
vertise widely the faet that thelr city
s the best outfitting centre and most
convenient point of departure for the
Yukon, It i3 certain that far more
persons will make thither next Spring
than the far north country wm behe-
fit, but ay a ** big rush * iy comlng, de-
splte any and cvery w m‘nlng Vnncuu-
ver should make an effort to obtaln,p.
very full share of the profit of the
outfittingg trade,
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ENGLAND'S PRECIOUS METAL
YIELD,

England and Waleg are not usually
reguarded as gold and silver producing
countrles, Some gold s, however, got
from mid-Wales, and ‘the total output
comes to about .£13160, or'$64,000° &
year, at presert. Some little sflver is
clen gotten from lead ores in England
and Wates, and it i3 just stated that a
ledze of galena, tich in sllver,-has® beé?l
discovered seven feet ‘below the sur-
fice of a pnblic hullding at Liskeard;
in Cornwall, a county wherein, during
the past, silver has been gotten in
connection with lead mining, hut only
as a bye-product,
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A thatough knowledgo of tho \Ilnln¢ Rn&'l'
ons of Beitish Columbin anubles weo to
nish competont and refinble inl‘nrmutlnn.
Naoamiues Hsted for <alo nnless ondorsed by
somnremttibile mining engluoer, <5

Crntivetions i prinetpn) citles of Oamldp.,
Tl states and 1 uropu Lnrms[mndonw
solleited,  Address

FRANK S 'l'AGGAlt’l‘,
38 Camdie St., \‘nnemlvor. B.O;
fal,

Cable address, “Ambrozine,” \1orolmgi
Neal, Clonghs (new aud old), Bedfors Me-
Neitl, and AL B C. Codes,
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