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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.* |and exposed the superstitious and burdensome cere~'and now earl of Essex, having had the chief hand jy
monies of popery. Many of the lstter description promoting this match, on account of the protestay
Un the 14th of Nov. 1532, Henry was secretly|wore burut, for denying the corporal presence of:principlesof tho princess, fell under Henry’s disple;.
married to Anne Boleyn. On the 2nd of May, 1534, Christ iu the sacramental bread; and asserting, as'sure, and be basely and cruelly sacrificed lim to th
Archbishop Cranmer formally pronounced the sen-'our Church now declares, that ¢* the body end blood rage of his popish enemies. He was beheaded o
tence of divorce letween the king and Queen Cathe='of cur Lord Jesus Christ, ave verily and indeed,Tower Fhll, the 26th of July, 1510, descrving by
rine ; and on the 23th confitmed his marnage withjtaken, only by the faithful in the Lord’s supper.”’— |of Ius king and country a far better fate. °

AnnenBoleyn,who had been velivered afthe Princess That ie, they are spiritually received by true be-
trious Queun of Eung-{lievers ; and although others may take the symbols,
yet, for want of faith in the atonement of Christ,they
do not properly ** discera the Lord’s body,” and con-
the pope, and abohsh his authority in England for;sequently derive no saving benefit from the outward
ever, ‘The parliament confirmed those proceedings;iact of communion with spiritval worshippers.

Ehizabeth, afterwards the tllu:
lands  The Pope excommunicated Heory, which su
enraged him, that he resolved to break entirely with

|

and thus were our forefuthers delivered from the ty.|
ranny of Rome.

About this time, Elizabeth Barton, called the:
Maw of Kent, assisted by several uccomplices, fell’
into a pretended trance, and declared that she had
seen  vision of the blessed virgin, who assured her!
that if she were taken to her shrine in the parishl
church, she would be miraculr u-ly healed of her sick-
ness. 'Two priests, sons of Belial, made known the
day she was to be carried to the church, and fiwo’
thousand people assembled to see the miracle of heal-
ing. But the vile impaster having spoken many
thinas agamst heresy and the king’s divorce, was al
Jength brought before the Star Chanber, where she
confessed the whole plot, and with five others, was
hanged for treason at Tyburn. Impostors, have ap-

The Reformation was bronght about by men ol
very discordant views und motives, to show that the

prac

¢ geneeal visitor® of all the monncterirs aud other futherance of the gospel.
privileged places in the kingdom, In Qctober, 1535,
he, with other commissioners, entered upon their du-
tv, and such hcentiousness was discovered in these
sinks of iniquity, as cannot be named; and the peo-
ple, being deprived of the scriptures, were easily
made the dupes of the moust unprincipled priesteraft.
Amongst other schemes for raistng money, the priests
made great use of the doctrine of Purgalory, or a
state oftrial into which, they said, all entered be-
tween death and the general resurrection; and from

the storm with which the reformers were aguio thn

On the death of this grest man, the Reformatin
was suddenly checked, and the Duke of Norfolk s
Bishop Gardiner sparcd ro pains in reviving the pe.
secution agamst those whorm they termed heretics~
Doctor Barnes, Mr. Gerard, and Mr, Jerome, thn
priests who had early embraced ti:e protestant du.
ttines, were burnt at Smithfield, and suffered with p.
tience aud constancy : which being obrerved |8
power was of God, and that He alone must have alliothers, who had been wavering, confirmed them
ithe praise of that event. Some secret treasonable their faith, and made them more bold in an open pe
tices having been discovered amangst the differ- fession of it. Awnd thus, as in the apostles’ time
jent orders of monke, Lord Cromwell was appoirted the sfllictions of the brethren only turned out ty i

After ke was divorced from Aun of Cleves, 1
king married Catherine Howard, niece of the JuJR
Norlolk, Lut being sfterwards found guilty of ac
tery, she and her accomplices were executed on Tor,
er Hill, the 12th of February, 1542 ; and in Ju)
1543, be married Catherine Parr, widow of the Lafii
Latimer; she was a secret friend to the Reformat
but had not sufficient courage or influence to ar

tened by the popish councillors of the king. A pricrJi

peared even in our days, and it is astonishing and
even grievous to se¢ how many easily become the!
dupes of hypocrisy and superstition ! ‘This act of
treason being :

and two laymen of Wiodsor, were found guilty(
speaking agaioat the mass, and condemned fot
burnt. ‘They suffered cheerfully at the stake,

which the soul of the most abandoned sinner might
be released by paying muney to the priests. When

Jutified by the Popish clergy, paved, = 0, ignorant of salvation through fuith in the

the way for the ultimate destruction of all the monas-!

teries in the kingdom. These sequestered habita-‘

tions had become the scene of great abomination,
where every kind of delusion was practiced to im-
pose on the credulity of the ignorant multitude.

Many persuns suffered perseculion at this time,
some for teaching their children the Lord’s Prayer
in English, and some for speaking against pilgrim-
ages and imnage worship. But the most eminent per-
sou who suffered martyrdom about this period, was
Thomas Bilney, a priest; who was first degraded
from his priesthood, and then burnt on the 10th of
Nov. 1530. 4And to strike a greater terror intothe
minds of men, James Bainham, a gentleman of the
Temple, was brought to the stake; he was charged

righteousness of Christ, there is no absurdity too
gross to be received by them. The guilly conscience
;must have some prop to rest upon; and if it be a
stranger to true peace, through Jesus Christ, it will
endeavour to be satisfied with a false one.

Tn 15306, an act of parliament was passed, which
suppressed all the lesser abbeys to the number of 376,
and not Jong after the greater ones also shared the
same fute. therefore resolved on a vigorous attack upon Cn
Onthe 19th of May, 1536, Queen Anne Boleyn mer. fo l na vigorous aftack upon G
was beheaded, on & charge of unfaithfulness to thelipat he
tking, whuch 1s by our law high treason. She died gereened bim by his authority from the rage ofl
asserting her innsceace, and her last words were,lenemies. ‘The good archbishop’s deportment s
“to Christ 1 commend my soul.” The very next tryly humble and gentle on this occasion, as fo ex
day the king was married to Jane Seymuur ! What|the admiration of all impartial men. ~And it

tor, that he died soon after of shame and grief!

Gardiner and other popish advisers of the ki
now determined to strike at the root of lieresy :

died praying for their enemies. But Dr. Lond
and one lawyer Symonds, snd a common inferoe
baving perjured themselves on this occasion, (M
were put in the pillory at Windsor, Reading, ¢
Newbufy, which had such an effect on the good &

But the king had so great a regard for L8
informed him of the plot laid against him, =8

amongst other things, wi ing i hurch A . X
with @ New Tesl}:)un;;’t i‘r‘llll)li‘s i?u?g !r:xﬂllg:lln{nttoit? S:ﬁth: an d‘de?l does llmf t{;ns?cu'ou give us of the caprice such was his forgiving Christian spirit on all occusig t
field, in April, 1532. Hear this and blush, ye who °“R°§ l‘l’."“‘e”e‘: o romoted by the no.| 2kt was comumonly said of him, ¢¢ the way to
in these days of free toleration are never seen gring| . hele :,0"”: le flv:e}ry "?e pes of th ly't Po"ihis favour was to do him an injury.” Yes, intly 1
t0 church, much less to have 2 New Testament p;s[ fere{’t‘lv 1‘0 lnd the cgnsc'dnc“‘h a'e n:ly tcot’}l:e of * rendermg evil for eVl), we are admonishell§ :
in your hands, although you can have one for a tride,!P e: yl at d’:";;;’:;mﬁ"r ) a:lion w(:zr:a ‘lv’kelm swoon! apostle, to adopt the very contrary conduct of @ 1
or even for asking some pious neighbour for one .’_:f,'ra l:x;x St“tlfeira he te ox'rrr:d o thelm 3’nhesr""m'"g a blessing, and thus hesping coals of fir ¢
You sare in no danger of being burnt in Smithfield in''° é vm:l‘h o l“ o yl’] ar erpwas wickl fou:nd‘the heads of our adversaries. .
these peaceful times, if you are seen with the scrip- "cﬁ.e." Lt & c P°‘;§r °“°‘3 oa c;lnse‘ uy e to!: 1o the lust year of the reign of this chaogeablefl§ 2
tures in your hands; but consider well on the other 3‘.' {cner}; tho 9"3"“"’5 ;."3’ an .a(s But‘lx:':" | et‘”°|e"t mouarch, he Jet loose his j.assions sgaind P ;l
hand, how you are to escape the just punishment of xmltn)s ‘:"‘t ulence o i?tpgll{es I Tllxe‘ ki '¢,Reformers. Shaxton, Bishop of Salisbury, was C‘
God, if you neglect that precious volume which He ;'}‘)05 "}‘:P%:‘ anﬁc 1ange ?Aa “‘)’, ; p %}ce.nmer n:i“?',demucd to be burat, but shamefully recanted and h
has sent to instruct youinthe way of salvation ! r°"gr t)let;zn uenc]el; :c ‘.;is"’p dmcd th aB'b;: pardoned ; snd this apostate prelate became 2 cff !t
In Buckinghamshire, one Thomas Harding was ob- ‘;’Pll; ol a ted ?nf”ganr ll]‘w ?31 e "a:ra"o l?l e:l _' persecutor, and preached asermon at the burniy Gi
served to relire into the woods, for the purpose of! z eprm]b‘.isl H"'- 'l‘ ' W "°t d“h' c:aln;ip ;5‘ f“ Ann Askew, a lady of noble birth, who, for hefl ©
reading. Ilis house was searched, and the popish ?"e year e de.t:so gi:ante ':’ '°-l. acdnse“ o: hgious priuciples, was turned out of Lier house by
Bishop of Lincoln condemned him to be burnt at Ches-!* plerlsons voe:ea d‘ t“lufouen(l:%‘;n‘:r:l g trlle :‘.;i cruel busband, and with three others, was budlll b
bam, because paris of the scriplure were found in the;ri.g;’ha m"?l \lud: 2 gp el(xadoz'or "(” n‘a:::f 2 ‘es bleer; Smuthfield. They preferred a good conscience /il sc.
house. How precious was the word of God in those z t.‘”ﬁ:‘ ! . ) t".: ths unil the cgraft nd itsel€; and 3‘! died with triumphant joy. Thel qu
days, But how deplorsbly do many in this day re-‘ e&.l'l“ ?tgh": ses q:;norance roug anditempts to puuish both Cranmer and the  queesll of
Jject the word which is pigh unto them, even in their|*¥ 0' {h° 12“‘9"?‘ Outober. 1537, the queen was de- renewed by the papists, which so disgusted the efll mi
mouths. ldOh that it were also in their hearls ! then liver‘:: q o?‘a prin:e a?teorw:; d:E Sward ?b: sixth. but g‘f:h';‘"%a‘::]‘!tehe never after could bear thesijl 3§ o
they would know its value. A ’ . ! 1shop (inér. ) '
» The cruelty and horrible wickedness of the popish‘ggfﬁ gzr;etllfxé‘:gfg?guirir::;:):g ts};‘i géev%';lgé?f of thel " But the time drew near that Henry' was to pig i
clergy of that gloymy petiod, are vecorded by a pro- ,,?’ a £ Gardi . account of himselfto God ; for death levels I oy,
clamation, promising an indulgence of forty days’ hrough the ban'gful 1fluence ﬁ‘ ar l(rl\fir, theltinctions, and both great and small must stand bl gy;
pardon to all whoshould carry a faggot to the bum-ff"’P’Sh Bishop of Winchester, !hc ing readily I‘lﬂ’- His righteous bar, where all disguise will be st thi,
ing of a heretic ! ! and this horrible priuciple ofgrant-,’e"":‘ed one J°h"'L“‘"be“’“P”e°t’ fgrdasse;léng_t 13t{off, and the real motives of all cur actions B
ing indulgences has never yet been renounced by the'the *¢ sacramental breg(,i f}v:llz not the body of Christ. ; made manifest to men and angels. His disw!3 the
Romish Church. The preachers of the Reformn'.ion;He was burnt m Smithfie p with c(xircun}stances ofjapproached rapidly: Sir Anthony Deuny biad at!i oyp
took courage from the example of the king; but, sl- ag:gravated cruelty; bn.t dhxs afth an pa‘t‘xenca \vgte the courage and fidelity fo acquaint him with, 1
though he had shaken off the papal uuthority as to,’tnur.npbant, u!r;d ke Elle.” crying out, ** None but|exhorted him to call un God for mercy through reon
temporal things, he was still a devoted papist in relj- Cbrist, none but Christ he Ki od tolos Christ.  The King confessed that his siulg, =
grous matters. And therefore he held a two-edged! On the Gth of Jan. 1540, the King was married tojbeen grest, but sad that he trustedin the mff =~
sword in lus hand; with one edge he punished those!An™: of Cleves.  But when he first s}:“" her after herjof Chtist which were greaz)er. He soon be: (bei
popish priests and Jaymen who denied his supremacy ; ‘arrival, be was so disappoioted at her 9PP“;"!'3"°°v speechless, and died on the 28th of Jan, 1547 N,
and with the other the reformers, who, by thejr|that he took a dishke to her,.and }"'d" a frivolous|Henry been a peasant instead of a king, perbt affix
precing i kg, ke dol or s el o ke o o, v emoyed e, e s’ i i
A s me ing, s Ny
¢ Continucd from our last number. husband. Cromwell,the protestaut secretary of state,}vent )['nayers,baud then have been able to leave@ *¢




