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From the Catholic Herald.
WHY SHOULD MORTALS BE PROUD?

Oh, why should the spirit of mortals be proud ¢
Likes fast flecting meteor, o fast flecting cloud—
A {lash of the lighteming, & broak of the wave.
Ie passed from life to s rest in the grave.

The leaves of the oak, and the willows shall fade—s
Baecattered around and together be laid,

'The young and the old, the great and the high,

Shall moulder to dust, and together ehall liev

The band of 2 king that a sceptre hath borne—
Thabrow of a priest that & mitre huth worn,
The eye of a sage, and the heart of the brave,
Are hidden and loat in the depth of the grave,

The msid on whose cheek, on whose brow, in whose 2ys,
Shons beauty and pleasure~her triumphs are by,

And the memor+ of those who hiad loved her and praised,
Ato alike from the minds of the living erased.

The peasant, whose lot was tp sow and to redp,

‘The herdsman, who climbed with the goats to the steep—
Tho beggar who wandered in search of his bread,

Have faded away like the grass that wetread.

*Tho saint that enjoyed the communion of heaven,
Tho sinmes that dared to remain unforgiven—
Thewise and the fuolish—the guilty and just
Hxve quictly mirgled their bones in the dust.

We are thesarr  things that our fathers have becn—
Wa seo the same sightsthat out fathers have seen,
e driok the same stream, and we feel the same sun,
And wo tug the same course that our futhers have tun.

The thoughts we are thinking on, they too would think,
From the death we are shrinking from, they too would shrink.
‘To the life we are clinging to, they too would cling,

Butit speeds from the earth lige 2 bird on its wing.

Yoa, hopeand despondence, and plessure and pain,
Azc mingled together like sunshine and rain—

Andthe smile and the tear, ead the song and the dirge,
Sitl follow each other like surge upon surge,

>Tis the twinkofen eye—'tis the draught of a breath,
From the blosgam of youth, to the palencss of death,
From thegilded saloon, to the bicr and the shroud
Oh ! why shouN the spirit of mortals be proud ?

Fren the Qaodoc Ilerald and Catholic Advocara.
Mz: Bacrox,—Will you oblige me by inserting in
tho mext number of your indepsudent paper, the follow.
iog most exteaordinary instance of fanaticism, I believoe,

or otherwise, he ceased unot to repeat thesa words :
“ Andifthy right eyo offond tliee pluck 1t out, and cast
it from thee, 1t is profitable for thee that one of thy mem-
bers should perish rather than that thy whole body
should be cast into hetl. Aund if thy right hand offend
thee cut it off and cast it from thee, it is profitable for
thee that one of thy members should perish than that
thy whole Lody shuuld Le cast into hell fire."

Shutiing himself up, one day, ia his room, he actualiy
followed up to the very letter the counsel given mn those
passages, by scooping out his right eye with a knife and
casting it from him ; and afierwards cutting off his right
kand!!! Shortly ufier the perpetration of this deplora-
ble act, he was found extended on the fluor of Ius
room, (where he had fallen from loss of blood) writhing
in the most d:eadful agony. Tothe various questivns
put to him by his friends as to what could have induced
him to mutilate himself in this frightful manner, his only
reply was that in acting as he had done he ** merely
obeyed the command given by the divine Jesus, in the
Bible, the cver blessed word of God.” The unfortunate
young man was immediately removed to Meath street
hospital, where through tie kindness of a medical friend,
T had frequent opportunities of seeing him, and where
he exhibited another proof, if any were wanting, of
the danger of that protestant principle, which consti-
tutes cach man the interpreter of Holy Writ. Strange
to say the wretched victim of this most absurd and per-
verse docirine seemed to glory inwhat he had done, and,
ono day, while I was present sang a hymn of thanks—
giving praise 10 the Lord for the extraordinary grace
which he had bestowed upon him. He appeared to me
to be about 23 years of age.

Ina conversation whichI had yesterday with ares-
pected Protestant neighbour on tho subject of Midlerism,
and the many instances of extraordinary delusion origi-
nating in the doctrine of Private Judgment, I mention-
ed the above fact; and itis, Ibeg to assure you, Mr,
Editor, at his particular request, that I am induced to
trespass on your valuable space with its recital. e is
of opinion that, even ia the good city of Quebec, there
aro many who wrest the Scriptures to their own desirucs
tion, as thisunfortunate Youth did. He mentioned seve-
ral facts, which he stated to have occurred here ia
the course of the last year, and instanced two in pars
ticular, that of a young-man, who all last summer, Aeld
Sorth from a chair which he planted in one of the most
populous strects of St. Louis Suburbs, to the very great
amusemeat of the children of that neighbourhood, and
the other of a Saint not far from the same place who at.

on record. It occured in Dublin, in September 1840. | tempted to cut lier throat, in o.der that she might be

I happened to be in that city, at tho time, and had the,
opportunity of secing the unforiunate victim with my
own eyes. !

A young man, in the employmont of Mr. Molly of
Ship ireut, whese family and conncctions, 1 was assurs
od, ara highly respectable. and employed tho grenter
portion of his time in reading and studying the Bible,
aod, of course, in intorpreling its meaning as his faocy
dictated, until he had wourd up his mind t0 such &
degres of enthusiasm as to lead him to commit the fol-
lowinp deplorabls act, He was one day roading the Sth
Chagter of St. Mat,, and was p..ticularly struck with

the sooner delivered from her house of clay, and enjoy
Ckrist in the kingdom of heaven,
1 remain Mr. Editor,
Your very Obdt. Servt.
Ax Exeny 1o Dinte Humsva.

A NXINDOO DEXTY.

Lord Combermere brough a Brahmin ox from India,
and presented it to Her Majesiy.  ‘The * natwral vi-
ciousness,” says the daily papers of the “sacred aq:-
mal” rendered its confinement necessary. It was visits
ed by Her Majesty and Prince Albert, and as the news-

the 29th and 30th Versas of that Chapier ; #0 much so,
that, whether in the houss or i the strect, at his busincss!

paper account states, * greatly admired for its beautiful
symmetry and immense size 37 having been so sdmired,

it was forthwith sentenced to execution, It is 1o be hoped
that Her Majesty’s millions of Ilindoo subjec's will not
corn the fate of their deity.  After it was hilled, 1t wag,
says the report, beautifully dressedsup for the inspection
of Prince Albert and the Royal visitors attie Castle,
dressed not by the cook, but by the butcher. The Hin-
doo deity weighed 180 store, and its heart 16 pounds,
The rump of the deity was by Her Majesty®s command,
cured aad saled for the Royal table.  The skin is to Le
tanned and made into a hearth rug; the horns are to be
polished. What would the Hindoos think of all this, if
by cha.ce they should hear ofit? And what a reverse
of fortuno was that of the ax ¥ Worshipped in one part
of the world, imprisoned in anotlier, then sluughtered, its
rump eaten by the Queen of its worshippers, its skin
made her hearthsrug, its horns stuck up in a halii This,
should it be known, will be a sat-off to the gates of Som-
nauth, and give the Mehometans the laugh against tho
Hindoos. '

'
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THE STATE OF SOCIETY.
The poar have little—beggara nene
‘The rich, too uch—enough, NoT ONE ¢
Insurtes To PusLic Ganpens.—The English are per-
haps, the only people in Europe who cannot be admit-
ted freely into public walks, gardens, or buildings, with-
out commiting some injury.or nuisance, Names are cat
on trees and henches, or something or other is mutilated
ordefuced. It is very diffreat on the continent. The
pullic gardens at Franhfort are only separated from te
high-road by a single rail, and yet nothing is injured, al-
though no one is excluded, In these gardens a nights
ingale had for many years built its neston a particular
sput, close to oneof thelwalks. It was seen by every ane,
aud yet no one molested it, until one day a foreign ser-
vantsaw and touk it. When it became known the man
was hun.ed by a mob, taken before the city authorities,
and the fact being proved, he was sentenced to have his
coat turned, to be drummed out of the city with every
mark of disgrace, and never to enter it again. 1am ia-
clined to hope, by degrees, we are becoming more man-
nerly and trustsworthy sightsseers than we have hitherto |
been. The fino gardens of Hampton Court Palace are
thrown completely open to the public, and I believe that
the instances are very rara in which any injury isdone
to the placts,—Jessey'’s Gleanings in Natural History.
i —

AsEe or ANmmaLs.—A bear rarely exceeds tweniy
years of age ; a dog lives twenty years, & wolf twenty ;
a fox fourteen or sixteen ; heas are long lived, one was
knowd to live scventy yeas; a hate or squirrel seven
or eight years ; rabbits scven. Elephants have been
haown at the age of 400 years. When Alexander the
Great Lind conquered one Perus, king of India, he took
a great elephant which had fought valiantly for the king,
and named him Ajax, dedicated him to the Sun, and let
him go with this inscription: ** Alexander the son of Ju-
piter, hath dedicated Ajax to the Sun.”  This elephant
was found wth this inscription 860 years afterwards.

Pigs have heen known 10 live to the age of thirty years;
the rhinoceros to twenty. A horse has been known 1o
live 1o sixty-two, but averagesfrom twenty to thirty.
Camels someumes live to the age of a hundred.  Siags
are long lived. Sheep seldom exceed the .ge of tea ;
cows live about fificen years, Cuvier considered it pro,
Szble that whales sometimes live = thousand years. Mr.
Mallerton has the skeleton of a swan that attained the
age of two hundred years. Pelicans are long lived. A
tortoise has been known to live 10 the age of a hoadied
and sevon,



