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BUILDING A PALACE

BY P. LE SUEUR, ESQ.

I HA.D been examining the plans of an edifice, in the erection
of 'which 1 wus a good deal interested, and had lingered among
the inasons and stone-cutters, wondering at the precision with
wvhich they shaped. the blocks which were to enter into the arches,
relievos and buttresses, the hainmer and chisel neyer being used
after they were once placeci in their positions. The music of the
steel upon the stones -was stili reverberating in the chambers of
rny brain when I sat down before a comfortabie lire at home, pre-
pareci to revel in the pages of an interesting -volume, -When
ail unconsciously I found myseif upon, or near, a large miound,
broken here and there inato quarries, from which a large number
of men were engaged in cutting out stones of various sizes, forns,
and degrees of hardness, colour, and beauty. Froin the quarries

* the stones were transportedto-work-shops to be dressed, though,
* some were wrought in the open air, while others received no pre-

paration at ail, save the rougli hewing whicli had served to
detacli them from the rock Indeed, of the latter, not a few
commended themselves at once as every way adapted to the pur-
pose intended, being in fact broad, solid, ' live " blocks, admirably

* suited for the foundations of a majestic edifice. As the stones,
great and srnail, higrhlyr polished, ornamentaliy shaped, diversely
tinted, or, severe in simplicity, as ponderous masses-, had passed
through the hands of the workmen, they were inspected by thé
architect, and when approved. were carried thence.

Beiug desirous of knowing the precise purpose to which these
niaterials -%ero to be applied, I inquired from a littie child who
seemed to understand the whole matter, and hie innocently

replieci "Dont you know ? 'W'y, the Kinlg is building a beauti-
fui palace, and so lie keeps ail these men at, work"

'But," said 1, Ilwhy do they 'work ini different quarries and
shops, some of themn treating the others apparently as strangers?"

<Well, I dont understand it, but I arn afraid they are not all
agreed, and i arn afraid, too, that some don'% do their ~ k very
ij vell, but perhaps youa had better inquire, from themseives."-


