Florence and the Italian Lakes. 387

Raphiiel, and many another illustrious in letters anq in a1t are
forever associated with the memory of Florence.

Let us take a walk through this old historic city. We start
from the Piazza della Signoria, once the forum of the Republie,
and the scene of its memorable events. On the site ’fof that great
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bronze fountain, erected three hundred years ago, on which dis-
port Neptune and his tritons, Savonarola and two other. monks,
precursors of the Reformation, were burned at the stake, May
23rd, 1498. There, for near four hundred years, has stood in sun
and shower, Michael Angelo’s celebrated statue of David. The



