
TUZR GINADIAN CRAPTOMAN.

wyl bc weli nkl and a credit to the
4Jraf t.

Richard-ton Lix1ze, No. 136, Sfouirvie.

This iodge hl iao3 încmli'n on its register.
The average(, attend mccije i- 7. T[le W. --N.
opens andi elosos in the E. A. but duoes not
in the F. C. or M. MI., andi eannot c".crn-
piîfy any of the deg' cýe. lie idluows thic ex.
ample of his p!' d1ý 'essor who could iiot
gîveevcn fie 0 an>1~ ud cîoeing,. In tact
thse work has iî't; iv~en by the W. M.
lai this lodge for ycýars. The W. M. wlio
Preceded the 1. P. M. offly occupied the
chbair on the niglît of ins-taiiatian, and couhl
mot utter one icu of the. work. All these
W. brethren 'w cie duiy vouched for
'whben presented for installation, aithoigli it
was kîsowuî that tlicy werc alisolutely nim.
structedl even in ftic snialiest details.
Th'le Iodge was not represented at
faut C-ranîl Ledge. and the retuins to the
iGand Secretary have flot becu mnade xvith
msything like regiilarity. The G rani Lodge
dues were in the pocket of a former secre-
lary for over a year. 'fle outlook for the
lode is very pour. Thli W. MI. elect is a
P. M. but not an accurate worker ; iu fact
bc -dos flot pretelad to give correct work.
Thse officers for 1886-'87 have ' never exern-
Fpifed airy part of tlie work, and except the
Ia±e secr-etiry, row J. W. elect, 1 do flot
Uuink any more attention wili be paid iii tue
future than in tlic past, -Ny impression is
haît the iodge, as conducted for years, lias

besau an injury to tise craft, and aîîy uscfîl-
mu it may have liad, is gone forever.
TICis unfavourable impression lias existed
MM~ ouiy ainogst members of the craft in
thec Vicinity, but with thse generai public.
'Tie secretary's minute book is fairiy wel
leept for the past few montlis. The financial
accounts are iii a very unsatisfactory state,
mot caused, however, by the preseut trea-
murer, but by former secretaries, who
'lm"- retainesi the funds of the lodge ansd
XiVen an account of their disposai to the
treasurer or the losige. The cash lias not
jr-ten years beenhandesi over with prompti-
tude ta the treasurer. lu 8seine instances
it bas neyer reached that officer. This year
tbmre bas been nu work, cortsequently there
bàs been but little cash to, hand over. Every

merealry for yearshlas retained the funds
1- hm ; not given an account of. hi
iglbrlrdshbip. The books have flot
Imma audited for sorne years, and
the audits gien the past are totaily
Nmdàlible. heW M. and officers iaiformn
m» that the funds of the lodge have been
if~ixpated by former aecretaries, and that
.1017 efat to trace the matiter up and have
Sbe moneY refnded lias proved unavailing.
Y have Paid two officiai visita to the losige,
'4a have used every exertion to cernent mat-
lm ; bu tilgs were even lin a worse '-on-

Afl uon the ocosiion of. the second visit

than at the first. The treasurer's books-
could flot be found. They were handed
over to an audit coînîniittee, and that m'as
the lait scen of them. The nid cash
boulks have also disappeared, muiid 1 a&ni
informed by the W. M. and officcra
that it is not likely they wîll ever
turn up. Thli fact is, that the lodge lias
been pillaged for years, and an accurate anad
reliable audit would reveai a state of affaira;
tisat the oli oficers, andi somne of the r.ew
untes, dare not face. The boks of
flfteen years ago show a record of secre-
taries getting into business troubles witli
lodge munies in theli possessionî. 'l lies fonds
were kept with tlic tzencraI ca-i of the
brethreîî, and stot sepat-ate f rorn the business
account, hence Icavy loss n is eît-ailed on the
lodge. The mnembers licretofore have been
afraid to pay in their ducs, as itw-as knuu nthat,
the cash paid in -iould nover rea cli the
treasurer. Meinliers tvho did attend w-cnld
Imot receive petitions froîn thuse ilesirous of
mn echip, as there was conisiderable doulit
as to whetlser the fees wul go into the
lodge cash box, or lic retainel liy the-.-
taries, and still greater doulit as tu whether
the W. M. or any of tlic officers cotnld givG-
the sînallest portion ut the work. la fact;
titis condition of anatters Ivas su w-cil knowsi
uut.side the lodge that good mnaerial would
flot corne up. 'fh e hall is lcased ;is suituble,
ils good condition ; the furniture is valned
at $150 ; is insnred, but nu invenitut kept-
Withontvisitors,on 1inncucasioîî-, the ludge
couldnmot le opened. Tfhere liavelieenuuly six
mneetings in the Year. TherewaVs in quiorumr
i uy, Au gust, September aîsd December,

of '86, or in February or Apr-il of '87.
Even on clection niglit the attetîdauce wae
only seven. There are nu bretiren in -ar-
rears over one ycar, as ail w ho weî-c bave
been suspended. Tise arrears, at tinie of
visit, were $90, the assets $250, liabulities cil-
There is no losige on the roll of anyý
district in a worse condition than this
onle. It would lie a great lilessing if
flie warrant conld possibly lie withdrawn.
Its retention is doing. positive liara to tiu>
craf9s. Tlie secretary stated, and 1 a reed'with him, that ta take fees fromn candidates,
and give them. the initiation ceremonial,
such as they coulil get in this lodge, in
practically obtainiag rnoaey under false
pretences. At a Masonie funeral servicet,
held a few weeks ago, the impressive ritual
for the deasi was given iu such a mansier-
that turned the ceremony into a burlesque,
and lironglit a biush to the cheeks of thse
members of the craft. A ten-year old
school boy conid have given it with better
effect. Its reudition drew forth a cyclone
of eriticisru f rom not only the craft,,
but from a large and respectable concoureè
of inilushitants wbo were present. The in-
z;taliatioji uf W. M and officers did not take


