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TIIINNIXýLG FRUIT.

S ANDSTEN (Maryland Exp. Sta.) lias
been can(lucting experinients in thin-

ning, and in Bulletin 82 cails the attention
of fruit growers ta its importance. He says
it pays ta, thin peaches and plunis after the
June drap, the farmer ta flot less than five
inches apart and the latter twa or three
inchies apart. Apples and peurs should be
thinned wvhen about the size of sniall crab
apples, leaving the fruit four or five inches
apart.

Among the advantages ta be gain.--d are
more regrular craps, straniger and mare
shapely trees, less disease, and larger, better
calored, more unifarnilv ripened and mare
saleable fruit.

These excellent resuits, hawever, need nat
be expected by thîe fruit grawer wlîo ne-
glects the other requisites ta successful fruit
grrowing, sucli as pruning, spraying, fertiliz-
ingy and cultivationi.

That even a w»arthless orchard can be
mnade ta pay by attention ta these details lias
been proved by Mr. Twveedle, af Fruitland;
and by mnany athers. Card (Rhode Island
Sta.) has issued a bulletin showing, the e--
cellent results of three years' woî k an less
tlian an acre of archarcl. Tlhoughi previaus-
lv worthless, thie third year's crap of apples
sald for about $80; showing that few parts
of the farni can be miade ta pay better than

a vell nianaged apple orcliard.

TIIINNINU PEACIIEýS ANI) PLUMS.

P ROF. BEACH, af Genieva, lias mnade
sai-ne experimients ini tie tlîinning of

peaclies and plumis, and lias nat met w*tli
r-lclî resuits as would lead liiini ta advise it ini
commîercial arcliards. Tliiinning, lie tlîiuks,
4iould coiistitute the last resart after cletails
of fcrtilizizîgy, cultivating, drainixig. pruning,
etc., have been attended ta. He thinks, in-
rleed, tlîat pruing is the nîaost ecaiinicai
nîeithiod of tliiiîiii the crap..

The l)rofcssar should miention the varie-
tics treated ; for this would, noa daubt, be the
key of the problem. We have seen too
many experinients tried in thinnîng out the
fruit of aver-laaded Alexander peaches ta
doubt its importance. Tlie size of the fruit
rcmaining wvas doubled, and consequently
sold at a proportianately higher price, but
the number of baskets gathered wvas as maîiy
froni the tlîinned trees, as froni siiîîilar trees
riat tlîinned.

Prof. Beach does, however, grant Ct that
systcnîatic thinning of fruit, combined wvith
skillful care in otlier directionls, niay nia-
terially strengthien the tendency of the tree
ta bear annually."

TIIINGY THRAT1 1AI.D.

A FTER al. facts are the best proofs,
anîd tliese are constantly accunîulat-

ing ini evidenice af the advantages ta, be
,gained by the. enterprising fruit grawer by
judiciaus thiinîiingy. 0f course it will flot
pay ini every instance, and na rule wvill fit ail
cases. A yaung vigaraus tree will carry
a iîuch hiea'vier load of fruit without its size
.being lcssened tlîan an aIder tree, wlîile an
poor sails even close thiiniing will fail to
produce large sized fruit.

The following effect of thinning xvas ob-
served by A. T. Jordan (Amier. Agr. 190:2)
on twva trees set ini 1897. The set of fruit
an anc trc wvas 862 peaches, anîd on the
otlier tree 852. Froni the first tree 69.5 per
cent. of the total set of fruit wvas rernovcd,

*leaviixîg ta umatuire :263e peaclies. Froni the
second trec 3 1.9 per cent. of the fruit wvas
takenî, lcaving ta mature 58o peaclies. Fromn
the tree which lîad been iiiost lieavily thin-
neci 2.83 baskets of fruit wvere obtained. The
aver-age wciglit of thîe peaclies fromn tlîis tree
wvas .4.48 ourccs, the price offered per bas-
ket by the leadiîîg grocers wvas $i.oa, and
the total value o7T tlîe peaches fronm the tree
xvas $2.83. Fronii thL trce less severely
tlîiined 3.92 baskets of fruit w'ere obtained.
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