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'THE BRITISII AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

1t 1s true, that agri~ulture may be practi- | rested in being the best men"—however

ced by imitation, without any knowledge of | lamentable it may be, that we do not find

it theory ; but in this case it will generally | them the best m every case.

But we shall,

remain stationary. The mere routine prac- | winong the uneducated clasg, discover a
titioner cannot advance beyond the hmuts of | much greater lack of virtuous principle and
s own particularexperience, and can never | true enjovimens, I proportion, than among
derive inatruction from such accidents ae|the properly educated.

are favourable to us object,nor guard against

Mind was given to man for cultvation,

the recurrence of such as are unfavourable.! and the means of culuvation 1s by education

He can have no recourse for unforescen
events, but ordinary expedients ; while the
educated man of science resorts to general
principles, refers events to their true causes,
and adopts his measures to meet each case.

According to “ Paley,” any man who
keeps possession of land, is under moral
obhigation to cultivate 1t to the best advan-
tage. Ha expresses himself thus :—¢ But
it has not yet entered into the minds of
mankind to reflect, that it is a puTy to add
what we ¢an to the common stock of provi-
sions, by extracting out of our estates the

most they will yield; or that it is any sin to
neglect this.” In reference to education,
the same excelleet writer, says :—* In civil-

and reading.  Jak- the sml of our mother
earth, the more judiciously it is cultivated,
the moPe-abundant goed fruits will be pro-
duced for the benefit of the individual and
of society. There cannot be a more just
comparison made, than of an uneducated
man, to an dl.culuivated farm; and a use-
Sully educated man, to a judiciously cultiva-
ted farin. In the first, the natrral product,
whether gond or bad, s allowed to keep
possession, to a certaun extent, both in the
mmd and in the so1), and the general product
of what is useful inust necessarily be scanty.
In the last, on the contrary, no plants in the
field. or uleas i the mind ora ~pifheod oo
remain or take root, but ruch as are useful

ized life, every thing is eflacted by art and | to man, and these are carefully cultivated,
skill. Whence a person who is provided ! 2nd the produce of gooll fruus are most

with neither (and neither can be acquired
without exercise aud mstruction) will be '
useless : and he that is useless, will gener- |
ally be at the same time mischievous to the
community, s0 that to send an uneducated
child into the world, is injurious to the rest
of mankind; it is hittle better than to turn
out a mad dog or wild beast 1to the streets.”
This is strong language, and on this subject,
from a High.Churchman, and 3 man who
certainly was of first rate abilities, should
have great weight. He did not apprehend
that education would have a tendency to
unfit men for their station in life, whatever
it might be.

Dr. Spurzheim said, that those who are
versed in history, or understand the law of
Christian charity, will join those who con.
tend for the beaefit of an instruction adapted
for every class of society, and that whoever
thinks it right to cultivate his own mind,
cannot with Justice desire that others should
remain ignorant. Indeed, I would go fur-
ther and say, that those whose education
was provided for in youth, and who are now
<apable of duly appreciating its benefits, are
in duty bourd to de all in their power to ex-
tend the blessings of education to every
kuman being, or at least, to all the unin-
structed of the same community of which
they are members. I expect to be able to
establish the fact clearly, that a judicious
education will dtminish crime, and increase
the means of human happiness; and if I am
able to do this, it is a matter of the first 1n-
portance in every country, that the inhabi-
tants be usefully and generally educated ;
and more particular] tge agricultural class,
who, 1 maintain, will receive more certain
benefit from an education that is suitable

for them, and incur less risk of injury to|

their habits and usefulness, from this edu-
cation, than any other numerous class of
this community. There is much more dan-
ger that some of the educated inhabitante
«f cities 2ud towns would become idle and
uscless members of so~iety, than that pro-
perly instructed agricuhuriste should be-
coipe g0. But .in any situation, the educa-
tion that will not be productive of good to
the individual, must be defective. “The
most enlightened are the most reasonable—
the most reasonable feel more than others
the real interests and motives they have to
be virtuous. Without the study of nature,
man can never know the relation he bears,
nor the duties he owes to himself and others
—dleprived of thiz knowledge, he can have

abundant.

If these results do not always follow, it
will be from the mtervention of accidental
circumstances, and will not prove the gener-
al principles to be incorrect. ‘There may
be many defects n the mede and extent of
education. So far as the education at pub-
lic schools, it is not, it my humble judgment,
necessary that a young farmer’s eduration
should be carried further than would be
practically useful—but it ought not to stop
short of this point. A judicious cultivation
of the mind 18 necessary and proper for the
agriculturist; but, to proceed further, will
in most cases, be neither convenient nor
profitable, more than it would be to expend
much money and labour in over cultivating
a farm that would not yield adequate returns,
and which 1s a a very possible case. I shall
refer to this subject in a future number.

- It is a great mistake to compare the agri-
cultural classes 1n British America gener-
ally, to what are termed the peasaniry of
other countries, who are mostly persons
that have little or no property, more than

those who occupy a few acres of land as
tenants, paying a high rent forit. Onthe
contrary, the rural population i these Pro-
vinces are proprietors of ample farms, stock,
implements »f husbandry, &c¢, &e. There
can be no question of the recessity that ex-
ists, that persons circumstanced as the latter
claesg, should receive a suitable education.
They cannot exercise their profession to
due advantage without being thus quahfied ;
and tke loss to this country that 1s occasion.
ed by the absence of a judicious system of
agriculture, and a consequent scanty pro-
duce, is enormous.

in the British Isles, within the last fifty
ears, the produce obtained from agriculture
as been greatly increased, and this s to te
attributed solely to the improved cnltivation
and management of the sotl and stock, in-
troduced by educated men. The state of
property in these countries will insure the
advance of improvement in agriculture,
though it should not be through the sug-.
gestion of the occupying rent-paving far-
mer. Tt will be the interest of the great
landed proprietors, to proceed with experi-
ments on land and stock, so as to make them
yas profitable as possible, in order to main-
tain the rent of lands, &c, on which their
annual income chiefly depends. It is not g0
in British America, the farmers being the
proprietors of the seil they accupy, they
must rely upon themselves for its judicicus

neither firm n;;rinciplec nor true happiness.
The: moat enlightsued are the mostinte-

cultivation. Itis for them to judge whether

what they receive for their daily labour, or,
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they are competent to do this without re-
cerving a usetul and practical education.
T'o any one acquanted with the real eir
cumstances of the Irih poor (and the Re-
port of the Poor Commussionera rade lately
{0 the British Government, will explaim thesr
true state). it would not be matter of sur-
price that these wretched poor people should
be uneducated; but [ have known tn Ire-
land, poor men whe worked for a miserable
darly wages, and who cunld not obtain_one
pouné of butchers’ meat fur their finuly in
»ix months, endeavour to pay a few pence
monthly for their children at a country-
school.” They felt thew own wretched con-
dition, and expected by giving their children
education, which they had not themselves
the benefit of, that they wught be able to
make sowe nnprovement m their condition.
I adnut, that the children were not much
benetited by these schools, because they
seldom had properly qualified masters, and
no good general system of education esta-

Pt Rl e R T )
SULGLISH P v

WL ohad fomebs 2 LS

touniny B9
tune I'left. I introduce the circumstance,
however, tu ~how that these poor people
were willing to deprive themselves of a part
ot what was necersary to rupport existence,
m order to give education to their chll'd‘ren,
when they had no more to give them.  They
were mcapable of judging whether thew
cluldren were educated in snch a way asto
rake 1t usefui to them m after hfe, and
hence 1t happened that m most cases the
actual benetit was tnfling, for the want of
proper superintendence and encouragement.
In that country, beyond all other countries
1n Europe, the poor population were most
egregiously mismanaged, and poverty and
suffering to an appalling extent, has beenr
the comrequence for centuries, and contine
ues up to the present day.

It mught be expected that the example of
well-managed farms, of which here are sev-
eral in this country, would be productive of
much good. There are many causes wh'ch
prevent this. As I-before observed, strong
prejudice exis's among farmers against
new mndes of culuvation and management
of stock, that will not be readily got over
unless by the diffiision of useful education.
It 1s this that will enable the farmer to .
troduce thosc prudent changes that will be
profitable, and w1ll not allow hiun to expend
labour that is not necessary on cultivation,
or capital, on what may be showy rather
than profitable.

If a man of ecapital should occupy land
and farm 1, more for amusement than profit,
he may inprove the soil to the highest pos-.
sible extent, produce abundant crops, and
have fine stuck. But his neighbours who
observe his progress, should they have good
cause to imagme that the expenditure ex.
ceeds the returns obtamed, will receive no
benefit from such example.

What may be considered by some to be
the most unproved system of agriculturat
management cannot be introduced n Bri.
tish America unless it may be made profit-
able. I confess, I cannot look upon an
system of Agricultural Managementin til.
lage or stock, as entitled to the term “im.
proved,” unless 1t produce actual profit
the farmer. Expenditure of capital or la~
bour 1n any way, that will not give propor-
tionate returns, must be injuricus to the
community as well as to the indiwidpal who
expendn it. By practicallyand ustfully edu..
cating the farmer, he will be able to detén
mine for himself the course he ought to
adopt in the conduct of every part of his
business. In vain was all that has been
written and published for the improvement -
of hushandry, if farmers cannot and wilf not
read. The manners and eustoms.of vtlter
countries are unksowg- to' kirk. Thy
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