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~tieipate 3 apd no doubt this calamity will
yeus wiser, and more provident for the
iwe, and induce us to cultivate a greater
“ngty of farm crops, instead of depending
sy on the wheat crop.
~Inregard to the improvement of stock, your
ard is compelled to state that the improve-
at is not so universal as they would like to
« or 3s to compare favourably with the
#ier Counties ; although there are some ex-
Jent specimens of improved breeds of cattle,
wp, aud hogs, owned by a few enterprising
‘mers, who are mot only benefitted them-
Ires by these fine animals, but theiwr neigh-
wrs also are greatly benefited thereby. The
dfercnce given to the most improved and
shbred animals is quite diversilfied —some
eferring the large and beautifully developed
uhams. white others fancy the smaller and
“metrical Devons. The Agrshires, as milk-
4:,deserve mech praise, while others contend
" atthe natives are the catile for the countiy
r engellence, and surpass all other breeds in
_Afityif not in appearance. The more gen-
" fly received opinion is that the crosses of
~best blooded animals with the natives pro-
sothe most vaiuable aninals for the mass
famers and graziers, On the whole it is
wlly desirable to see many more of those
Ve, beautiful and useful improved breeds
oduced into this country. The Leicesters
olhe most approved, as well as the most
_erous breed of sheep reared with us.  The
beet of vearing the fine wooled sheep is
gning to engage the attention of some of
“breeders 5 and there is no doubt that, from
_nature of soiis and pasturage, tlese ani-
lsmyy be made profitable. As to mutton
-4, the South Downs stand unrivalied, and
Cotswold, though but recently introduced,
ve many advocates.

{le experiments which have been made in
oiig and feeding ammals, which have
vithin the knowledge of your Board,
but few ; these few, however, go to sup-
ke generally received opinion of the best
s aud feeders, that the most profitable
Jtopear farm stock is by judicious and
dant feeding, to induce a constant growth
bealthy development of the apimal i all
tats. The most economical system of
Jng,is to cut.all the hay, straw, and corn-
Yswbich are fed, and mix therew:th a
A quntity of some kind of chopped gram.
dped:Indian corn mixed with bay, with an

occasional feed of roots when the weather is
nat too severe, is found to be the hest food
for fattening horned cattle. Barley, oats or
buckwheat ‘may supply the place of cornin
the mixture, 3

For fattening sheep, the pea crop, where it
can be raised in abundance, seems to be the
most desirable 5 2nd the most profi able man-
ner of feeding is without threshing, as the
straw and peas fed together conduce more to
the h-alth of the animal tudn clean peas. In-
dian corn and oats ground, and fed to fatten-
ing sheep, are very nutricious, and prepare
th m for mrket in a very short time. Cooked
food, whether it he grain, roots, or vegetables,
is allowed to be the best and ost economi-
cal for fattening -hogs.

Tire subject of drainage has not engaged
the attention of agricvlturists here ; as owing
to the undulating surface of our land, and the
porous nature of the subsoils, drainage would
not be so beneficial as in other places : never-
theless, your Board are of opinion that mapy
of our farms might be rendered much more
productive by adopting a thorough system of
drainage.

Your Board have much pleasure in referring
to the great and useful improvements which
have been made in agricuitual implements.
The manner of harvesting our grain and hay
erops was altogether the most luborious part
of farm labor.  That severe labor is now
mostly superseded by Reapers and Mowers;
thereby greatly facilitating the labor, and se-
curing the crop with less waste and liability
10 damage from bad weath r. Great iwsprove-
ments have been made in that most useful
implement, the plough. Different vaiieues of
pattern, adapted to the different 1equirements
of the ploughman, and the different nature of
the $oils, are now manufactured, of good mate-
rial, and possessing all the advantages of me~
chanical skill. Culiivators, and the most ap-
proved harrows’are also made here,and are in
general use by our farmers. Seed drills of va-
rivus sizes, and for varicus purposes are made
by our mechanics, and are in very general use
in short, our farmners seem inclined to avail
themselves of the advantages of all the useful
Iabar-saving machines within their reach.

The cultivatiop of fruit trees is very gener-
al, and up to the winter of 1656 was prosper-
ous and successful ; but during that winter.
the more tender varieties, as the peach, plum,
and. finer sorts of cherries were al destroyed.



