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Lord Houghton naid :

' That our Established (hurch should seloct
-~ one poiut of tho Canun Law, and cstablish an
arbitrary limit without giving auny power of
dinpennation was, he wos sorry to say, a vory
grout tyranny, aticd ona ho folt convinced tha
the true prinviples of the Church of Kngland
did not savation, "

Mr. Grovge  Anderson, M, P. for Glas.
gow, in Lis speech on the Marringe Bill,
20th July, 1869, said :

**He donisd that there oxisted in Scotland
tho strong and gonural averaion for those mar.
vingon which was alloged to exiat.”

Thave now given the Touse the opinions
of several eminent wen, all inclining to
the bolief that the law of England should
be changed, to legaline arringos with the
sistor of o dovensed wife, nnd which may
no doitht influonea public opinion in this
Domivion.  With & view of eantioning
hon, membors of this House, [ may be

portuitted to drw their, attention to the

various  views and arguments- advanced
by those whoso opinion T have just read
in favour of the chunge of the lnw, and to
my mind the nrguwont of expediency
preponderntes, 1 may, in support of this
statorent, read  the negumonts of  Lowd
Chiet Justico Denmnn and Siv Goorge C,
Lowis, Lord Chief Justice Denman says

I the Act of 1835 hax notoriously failed
initx operation, if  thore marringes, though
discountenancod by the Legislature, havo
becomo  more  uumetuus, not only
among the lower clanaes, a Inrgo proportion
of whom must ever vemain ignoant of the ex-
istence of thin and similar interforonces by law
with freedom, but ameng the caltivated, the
thoughtful, thoconscientions, tho exemplary ; of
tho stigma sot by the luw in nét stampud by the
public opinion, if the offendors aro ay well ro-
ceived as before, and are reapéated foracting
on o just viow of scriptural text, porverted by
erroncous intorprotations ; in such csso it wiil
gurely be more politic to make the law con-
sintont with reason, than in afruitloss endeavour
to hond ressonto arbitrary law, to vex and per-
socuto where wo cannot prevent, to cursewhom
the Lord hath not cursod, and defy whom
he hath not defied.”

‘Sir George Cornewall Lowis, M. P., said:

*Upon tho whole, looking at tho law, the
practice of forcign} countries, and the un-
willingness which prevails in this country to
submit to tho prescent law, he should give hia
i:;qi-ld’i'ul assent to the second reading of the

ill,

Theeloguent words of Mr. Beresford Hope,
the Atforney-General of England, and Mr.
O.Morgan, delivered in the Comwmons

b

of England agninst the passage of a Bill
introduced by Mr. Knato bul]?llugcmm, in
1877, but not oarried, to relivve the
disnbilities of inheritance in England of
tho children of n man with the wsister of
his deconsed wife, and which 1 now
propose to toud to this House, 1 uccopt as
n true index of tho public opinion of old
England, and a wafo guide for me in
recording my vote aguinat thomensdre, now
boforo this House, ittroduced by the hon,
member for Jacques Cartior.  Mr. Hope
snid :

‘¢ As to tho ficst, it is conoedod that, whatever
may bo thoe atate of tho law for tho purposcs ef
thosoColonios, gentlemen who havo allied thom-
solvos with thoir wives' sistors in the Colonios,
will enjoy the protection of such lawn as those
Colonivs 1nay have passed ; that, in peint
of fact, elearing the question of all verbingo and
ambiguity, the only grievance, if griovance
thero'in at all, is that tho offspring of those
allinnces will not inherit property under in-
tostacy or sottloment, nor succeod to titlos in
Iingland,  That is the griovance on the side of
tho Colony. 'Tho grievance on our (Fnyland's)
sido is much brosder, n moro roal ono ; shall or
shall not ull or any of the Colon‘es bave the
right to forco tho hand of the Mothoer Country ¢
Nhinil we or ahnll we net put the marriage laws
with all thoso groat and delicate quentioas
which run into mowal, into social, and into
legal coneiderations ; shull wo put all thowo
quoations into the power of all or any of the
Colonien which happen to enjoy o responsiblo
(iovernment to rogulate forust TIs the law
to be made for Kugland by Canada orby
England for kngland, and by Cumada for Cana-
da? Lot me just tako tho cnse of a cutiplo that
haveo committod an allianee of this sort. The
couple havo taken a trip to Austrilia, and the
roturn trip may stand for the honeymoen,
‘They go into society, and nay thoy are as good
as anyone olse, nnd perhaps rather better.
I'hny have beon married according to law in the
Colony and under the protection of my hon.
friend’s Bill, Waell, they attompt to go into
socioty, and what is their position there? No
doubt in somo quartors they would be reccived
with all the honours of martyrs, Ilsowhere
thoy would ho regarded as persons who, for the

urpose of contracting a marriage which is nos
egal 1n thix country, had evaded tho law of the
Mother Country by undertaking the expense
of » voyage to one of the Colonies ; whilst other
persons, desirous of contracting the identical
marringe, were unable to do 80 becauso their
business or their want of meaos obliged them
to romain in the United Kingdom. Is thata
plensant position for a high-minded man or &
pure-minded woman to stand in? But that is
what your measure would lead to. I will
take another cuss, and suppose twe brothers
who are successively in remainder to some
proporty or some title. Each of these bro-
thers has become & childless widower, and
ench feels that the vacant chair at his desolate
hearth might be best filled by his sister-in law.




