THE LOST ATLANTIS .9

and the colonies established at their mouths furnished fresh
starting points for adventurous exploration along the Atlantic
seaboard. They derived much at least of the tin, which was
‘an important object of traffic, from the mines of north-west
Spain, and from Cornwall; though, doubtless, both the tin of
the Cassiterides and amber from the Baltic were also trans-
ported by overland routes to the Adriatic and the mouth of
the Rhone. It was a Phcenician expedition which, in the
reign of Pharaoh Necho, B.c. 611-605, after the decline of
that great maritime power, accomplished the feat of circum-
navigating Africa by way of the Red Sea. Hanno, a-
Carthaginian, not only. guided the Punic fleet round the
parts of Libya which border om the Atlantic, but has been
credited with reaching the Indian Ocean by the same route
as that which Vasco de Gama successfully followed in 1497. "
The object of Hanno's expedition, as stated in the Periplus,
was to found Liby-Phcenician cities beyond the Pillars of
Hercules. How far south his voyage actually extended along

~ the African coast is matter of conjecture, or of diSputed inter-

pretation ; for the original work is lost. It is sufficient for our

purpose to know that he did pursue the same route which led
| in a later century to the discovery of Brazil. Aristotle applies

the name of “Antilla” to a Carthaginian discovery; and

. Diodorus Siculus assigns to the Carthaginians the knowledge

of an island in the ocean, the secret of which they reserved to
themselves, as a refuge to which they could withdraw, should
fate ever compel them to desert their African homes. It is
far from improbable that we may identify this obscure island
with one of the Azores, which lie 800 miles from the coast
of Portugal. Neither Greek nor Roman writers make other
reference to them ;- but the discovery of numerous Carthaginian -
coins at Corvo, the extreme north-westerly island of the group,

3 leaves little Toom to doubt- that they were visited by Punic

voyagers. Theré is therefore nothing extravagant in the
assumption that we have here the “Antilla” mentioned by
Aristotle. 'While the Carthaginian oligarchy ruled, naval
adventure was still encouraged ; but the maritime era of the
Mediterranean belongs to more ancient centuries. The Greeks
were inferior in enterprise to the Phoenicians; while the
Romans were essentially unmaritime ; and the revival of the



