
JETWITT'S ACCOUXT.

Having myself remained amongst them for a con-
siderable time-since the first occupation of Alberni-I

g- am now able to give an account of their condition and
,y customs, in addition to what has been written concerning
ir several of the Aht tribes dwelling more to the north by

C<(ok, Meares, and Jewitt. Cook's account is the best
t that has been published; that of Jewitt, though evidently

authentic, has probably suffered in the hands of sone
-f professed bookmaker.

As evidence to some extent of the authenticity of
> Jewitt's book, I may here record that an old Indian told

the late W. E. Banfield, a well-known trader on the coast,
that he had been a youthful servitor in the family of the
chief Klan-nin-ittle during the bondage of Jewitt and
Thompson, and that he often assisted Jewitt in carry-
ing the bows, arrows, and other weapons which Klan-nin-
ittle used in hostile expeditions. He said further that
the white slave generally accompanied his owner on visits
of courtesy, which in quiet times he frequently paid to the
tribes of Ayhuttisaht, Ahousaht, and Klah-oh-qualit.
Jewitt, it seems, was a general favourite, owing to his
good-humour and lightheartedness, and he often recited
and sang in his own languagé for the amusement of the
savages. He was described as a tal, well-made youth,
with a mirthful countenance, whose dress, latterly, con-
sisted of nothing but a mantle of cedar-bark. There was
a long story also of Jewitt's courting, and, I think, finally
abducting the charming daughter of the Ahousaht chief,
Waugh-clagh ; with which, however, I shall not trouble
the reader.


