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of the party including Everard, already assembled, and Peter was
declaring that it was utterly impossible to return without having
some refreshments, after the immense fatigue they had all under-
gone in exploring the beauties of the surrounding country. Most
of the party were of the same opinion, so forthwith he and Bob
Mornington proceeded to ransack the hampers, and distributed the
contents in the most primitive manner imaginable, to the amuse-
ment of the company generally, and to the extreme disgust of
Grace Arlington in particular. And then there was a general
move to the carriages. After they arrived at Elm Grove, Lady
Ashton insisted upon Louisa returning to the park at once.
Several voices were raised in her behalf, but in vain, Lady Ashton
was inexorable, and- telling Louisa to say good bye to Mrs.
Arlington, she hurried her away, and desired Sunmers the coach-
man to drive Miss Aubray home and return for her at twelve.

Arthur followed and remonstrated.

¢ Arthur, say no more,” returned Lady Ashton decisively. I

consider you took a great liberty in bringing her, and I will not
allow her to remain.”

¢ Since you are quite sure that it is best for her to go, I will
drive her home, she need not go alone in the great carriage, like a
naughty child sent home in disgrace,” he answered laughing.

¢ Nonsense, Arthur, don’t be so absurd,” said Lady Ashto
tartly.

“Indeed my dear Aunt, as I persuaded her to come I positively
could not have her treated so unceremoniously,” he replied.
“Here Thomson,” he called to the man who was about to take
Archer to the stable, and the next moment he had handed the
mistified Louisa into the chaise, leaving the astonished Lady
Ashton crimson with rage. ’ :

“Adieu Aunty "’ he cried, gathering up the ribbons, “I must
trust to you to make my apologies to Mrs. Arlington, and off he
drove. Lady Ashton re-entered the house, inwardly vowing
vengearice against the unlucky Louisa, tho’ she met Mrs. Arlington
with-a smile, saying, « that Arthur had begged her to apologize,
a8 he had thought it incumbent upon him to drive his cousin
home, as it was entirely his fault that she had come, and you
know,” she added with a little laugh, “ how scrupulously polite be
is to every one—.”




