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ABOUT ‘MARMION.”

While the Mail 1s with even more than
its nsual truculence andeavoring to make
patty capital of Mr. Crook’s sxpense in
the ‘‘ Marmion” squable, and while the
Globe is for paity purposes putting forth a
defence of his circular so weak as to confirm
the suspicions of its good faith towards the
Mowat government, the public are asking
what the hubbub is all about. To those
who really want to know the facts of the
ease we'submit the only fair statement of
which bas yet appeared. .

Some months ago the senate of Toronto
university adopted ‘' Murmion” asa text
book in Erglish ' for junior matriculation
for 1888. Iuaccordance wi‘h a practice—
snd s very good one—of some
years’ standing, the education depart-
ment adopted the same  work
us 8 text-book for the high school interme-
diate examination, in order to eiable uni-
versity matriculants to work in classes
slong,with other pupils. During the past
twelve months the amnouncement that
* Marmion” was to be a subject for ex-
amination mext yesr has been before the
public, and in the natural course of trade
the book sellers and book makers have
been supplying intending candidutes with
various annotated editions of the work.
Io all that time no complaint against the
poem was ever made public ; if complaints
were prefarred to the minister it must have
been in private,

Last. week, without a mote of warning,
after nearly ten thousand volumes had
found their way into the hands of pupils and
students, snd afier classes had been some
time at work reading the text Mr. Crooke
issued » ciroular requiring teachers to lay it
aside and indicating the possibility of its
entire withdrawal, For this prohibition no
sufficient reason was assigned in the circu-
lar, but it has leaked out that two causes
have prompted the step taken. One of
these is that some passages in the poem are
offensive to the Ruman Catholics; ‘the
other is that some passages are immoral.

The most obvious consideration just here
is that Mr. Crooks ought to have seen to
the morality of the poem 'before adopting
it for high school work, and that if the
Roman Catholics bave any objaction to it
on other grounds they should have urged
them long ago. Both parties have virtually
Ly their dilatoriness estopped themselves
from objecting to the choice: made by the
university senate.  After the books have
been purchased by the pupils, and have
gone into actual use in the schools, is
tlearly not the time to make such a change
as will cause ioss and irritation all over
the province.

While ~e do not see much force in the
objections said to be urged against ¢ Mar-
soion ” by the Roman Catholics,and while
we believe the charge of immorality bas
little or no foundation, we are quite willing
to see the scruples of the objectors satisfied
us far as possible, provided the feelings and
pockets of those who have already pur-
chased the books are respected. The
most = obvious way out of the diffi-
culty is for those who dislike certain
vassages to specify them accurately and
for Mr. Crooks to issue another circular
stating that in the iunteriLediaté’ examina-
tion the questions will be confined to cer-
tain passages that are unobjectionable to all
parties. Every reader of ‘‘Marmion”
krowsthat it contains some of the best
poetry Sir Walter Scott ever wrote and
both teachersand pupils will welcome the
announcement that they may confine their
reading to a more limited range and better
master. To this course no reasonable ob-
jection can be offered from any point of
v.ew.

It should,be borne in mind, that if Eng-
Jieh literature is to be studied at all in high
schools and colleges, the process of expun-
gation of texts must be constantly resorted
to if all allusions to illicit love are to be
omitted. It is possible for us as a people
to become insufferably prurient about such
matters, On the same grounds as to ‘‘Mar-.
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mion,” exceptiomyoi.ht be taken to Tenuy-
ton’s ““Idyls of the King,” to seversl books
of “Paradise Lcw$,” and to amos every one
Shakespeare’s plays. ere ‘15 this pro-
cess of selection to end? And is it to be
applied to Latin and Greek, and French,
and German, as well as English writers?
The line must be drawn somewhere, and we
know of w0 good,resson. for placing ‘‘Mar-
mion” in the *“Ixdex Expurgatorius.”
—loiual Quoad eyl

THE WHEAT GAMBLE.

The great Chicago gambling den is doing
» thousand times more business than its
European rival at Monte Cario, Grain bobs
up or ducks down, and some people make
and others lose at every variatien, just as
they do at every coup or roulette or trente
et quarante. Nominally they buy and sell

8o nwch grain : accually they bet on its
price. In 1881 about 145,000,000 bushels
—on a wheat basis—were handled in Chi-
cago, for which the receivers and shippers
there were entitled to one cent a bushel,
or $1,450,000. This sum divided among
the eighteen hundred members of the board
of trade would give an average of abont
eight hundred dollars to each, and this is
all they could expect,. on the basis.of actual
trade. In reslity, however, they received
about ‘$20,000,000, and, according to the
Chicago Herald, between five thousand

and six . thousand men make fat
livings out' of their direct and
indirect connection with "the board.

As the gambling eperations bave lately
gone on increasing in importance the
temptations to dishonest play have also
grown, until few of the great ** deals” of
the day are settled without arbitration,
and the law ie. sometimes invoked by the
losers whe ** want & sight for their money.”
Against these latter the wrath of the other
gamblers is hurled with e vehemence far
greater than they would show if the ob.
jeoting creditors had ‘merely failed to pay
for lack of means, The gambler who does
no: pay his ‘‘debts of honor” finds seant
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gas, ‘‘the poor man's friend,” as he calls
it, can never be superseded. In winter it
gives heat as well as light, it costs the arti-
san who works by its aid hardly any atten-
tion, .and in a constant, easily regulated
stream,

But there is certainly a great futare for
the electric light. Even if it be found
mere costly than gas its elear, and beauti.
ful illaminating power, its freedom from
heat, noxious gasses, and danger of fire or
explosion will make many people prefer it
for lighting drawing rooms and festal
gatherings, for theatres and pablic build-
ings, for the cabins and engine rooms of
ships. ‘And it is certain that electricity
can be utilized not only as an illuminant
but as a motor, if net in other, as yet
unexplored regions, such as hygiene. We
know that lightning, for instance, is the
greatest purilying power in nature. So
true is it what Mr, Goldwin Smith said i his
short address the other day, that *‘we
stand amid a rush of scientific discovery
which is enough to carry us off our feet,”
We need to stand firm and not forget old
truths amid the bewildering influx of new.

TAE EQUINOOTIOAL GALES.

This like many other current phrases is
often not clearly understood by the greater
ber of educated people, who have for-
gotten the simplest part of their astromom-
ical education, The equator, as applied to
the earth, is am imaginary circle drawn
-round the earth, so that every point
on it is at equal distance from
the poles or extremities of the
earth’s axis, The celestial equator is a
great circle in the celestial sphere whose
course we imagine by extending indefinite-
ly the plane of the terrestrial equator, All
the points along this circle are equally dis-
tant from the poles of the celestial sphere.
As when the sun in his annual course passes
through the plane of this celestial equator,
the days and pights are equal. Hence this
equator is also called the equinoctial equator.
The days and nights are thus made equal

consideration among his' fellow-sportsmen,
especially when 'hé has ‘the mouney but
not the will to pay. . Onme of the curious
features of this Chicsgo. gambling - palace
is that, while - the outside ' public

in.all parts of the world about March 21
and Septerber 23, These seasons are
therefore called the vernal or spring and
autumual orfall equinoxes. The altera-
tions of temperature at the equinox time

must put up ready-ifioney stakes, the
broker who is a ;imember of  the . board
oan bet on credit for extended intervals as
long as he pays his losses promptly on
settling day. The result is that millions of
bushels of grain receive a value fictitious-
ly high or low at the.will of these windy
speculators.  In view of -the lawsuits
brought te prevent the settlement of last
month’s whet corner, the Chicago brokers
and their friends of the press are clamor-
ing for a withdrawal of the cases from the
courts om the ground that' they will ruin
the board’s raputation as a ‘equare” gam.
ing house, It is-a serious matter for the
six thousand hangevs-ol: ‘heretofore men-
tioned, and it is not impossible that—as in
the case of mamy' claim¥’ aguinst other
gambling dens—the losers will receive com-
pensation to stay out ef court.
el D va S
THE BUILD OF LAKE STEAMGERS.

The la‘e disasteron Geéorgisn bay shows
more clearly than ever. the necessity for s
sweeping reform in the construction and
management of lake steamers,

Any who have weathered the faries of a
gale in mid-ocean on the Atlantic and have
come through a eimilar experience on any
of the great lakés will have no hesitation
in saying that the nayigation of eur inlsnd
seas is in many respects fraught with the
greater danger and requires a streugth and
superiority of model and construction in
the vessel and nautical skill on:the part of
captain and crew: nédrly equal to that ne-
cessary for oceam navigation,

The high bailt propeller model, on which
the great majority of lake steamers are
built, and of which. the ill-fated Asia was
a clumsy specimen, is purely sn American
institution gotten up for the express pur.
pese of getting the greatest possible amount
of spuce inside of the lewst ‘possible amount
of timber and iron with little regard for
seaworthiness or buoyancy, The hull of
the Asia, for instance, had & height fullyy
equal to & fourth of its length, with a pro-
portionate breaidth, thus strongly resembling
a deep elongated tub. In such a form
space is greatly economized but no one who
has a knowledge of the faws of equillibzium
and buoyancy as applied to large vessels or
who is not wholly given over to the desire
for selfish gain would expose to all weathers
such a craft with a heavy cargo of freight
topladen with a cargo of humun souls,

It seems beyond doubt that bus for her
topheaviness cotpled with an area of broad-
side out of all proportion to her calibre,
which caught the full force of the hurri-
cane and laid her on her beam ends, the
Asia might yet be sailing and a hundred
human beings spared from a watery grave.

It would hardly be possible for an ordi-
nary schooner properly trimmed to succomb
to a gale in this way. A screw steamer of
the Southern Belle build might easily have
survived under similar circumstapces.

It is to be hoped the, day will:soon come
when tubs of the Asia'model will be defunct
and more  sensible “craft-"more after the
ocean steamer meodel—substituted in their
stead. ]

GAS AND THE ELEOTRI0 LIGHT.

At the Iate meeting of the British ~Asso-
ciation, their president, D, C. W. Siemens,
stated that it can no Jomger be a matter of
reasonable doubt that the electric light will
take its place as a public llnminant. Bat
how far it can be applied to usiversal use
has to be ‘determined by ‘the experiment
now being tried by Mr. Edison over a Jarge
area of New York. Of course, no ome
koows as yet, not even Mr. Edison himself,
at what cost the electric light can be sup.
plied on a large scale. Quite possibly
it may cost more than gas, and to be
unfltted in a measure for a street and
house illuminant. Nor do we know whether
its steady, uninterrupted illuminating power
can be depended on 80 as to suit business
purposcs. These points we shall soon know
from the interestiug New York experiment
now being tried. But Dr. Siemens thinks

that as an economical means of illumination

.

cause atmospheric disturb , in Canad

generally accompanied by -thunder storms
and gales of wind. It is evident that. as
the autumonal equinox approaches, those
who entertain a ~ise respect for the laws of
pature will avoid navigation,

SABBATH “USEFULNDSS,

(To the Editor of The World.)
SR : Your correspondent H. has eyi-
dently not read former letters signed
J. L F., else he would know that in these
it hay been more than once suggested that
legislation should be sought enacting that

cut of each seven.
reite-ate this in treating of Sunday horse-
mavship, because I there insisted plainly

enough that the spirit of mercy which al-
lows necded rest and forbids overwork,
should be kept uot in spirit only, but in the
letter also. We need no law to enable us
to do so, but we may need an act of parlia-
ment to prevent the selfishnets of one man
from imposing a burden of overwork onm his
neighbor. Whether this can be best done
by one whole day in seven, or by partial
rest on the seventh day and partisl rest on
the other days also, experience will enable
societp to solve when once the principle is
admitted that all the useful work of the
world should mot bs stopped entirely on
any day of the week. Your correspond-
ent H, in the letter from New
York, quoted by him, tells us that rail-
way men there do get ome day’s
rest during the week when they have to
work on gundly. This is domne in Eog-
land and on one railway at least in Scotland.
In the present state of society it is probably
the best plan, the redustion of the hours of
labor on other days heing less (feasible.
There need be, nor is there, any difficnlty
in arranging it ; nor would Sunday travel-
ling be any great bemefit to the railway
companies. It would be more gain to the
public. , The extra revenue would probably
exactly balance the extra cost for relays of
labor. Care for and kindness towards ani-
mals is not confined to clergymen only.
There is nothing to prevent street car com-
anies which run their cars on Sunday from
flording one day’s rest in seven to their
horses as well as to their men, nor would it
be misplaced benevolence if they adopted
my hint as to shortening the hours of labor
on otherdays also. From 5a.m. to1lp m.,
six days a week, is pretty heavy work for
a man. I don’t know what the horses
think about it, but I try to imagine it
sometimes.
1t is all very well to rail sgainst drunk-
enness and disorder on Sunday excursions,
but if *H ” will read the newspapers care-
fully next summer, he will perbaps find

all contracts for labor shall be for six days |
It secmed needless to | =

will réeognize

for good uses

as well as on 8
PS8 -

dox"” Sootlafid—

of ‘‘orthodoxy”—stree: cars ire now run
on Sunday. Toronto is quite phenomenal
in this matter,
credit.”

(To the Editor of Tho Woridh) 3(“«,‘

Sir: In jnsticeto your )hli"nlﬁ. rs
and others, Lbeg to say a few w:rds ghigongh
your fearless ‘paper. It is ‘a ‘pify t& see

ing the the Italians as ““lazy, strolling the
streets, and yet unmolested.” It is appar-
ent that Aaron overlooked its/fact, that

aud Credit Valley roads there were hundreds
of Italians working there, and even oW if
Aaron will only take tronble td go mp'to
Thunder Bay' and the northwest he will
see hundreds of them at work there,
Where are the Jews working? Wtere are
roads or any other har@ ‘work accomplished
by them ? " The word lazy is more applica-
ble to Jews than to the Itajians. It.is true
that there are’somue Ttalian; boys, and men
too, who are ' rather a disgrace to their
country, but where is the country that
has no lazy ones and street strollers? In
reality the Italians have done’ and’ dre
doing more for the ¢altivation of the United
States and Canada %Iiau the Jews have or
will ever do. And in conclusion I would
advise Aaron that/if ‘he cannot defend. bis
battle without using anothér country as his
sword, to surrender. ITALIENS.

GENERAL HEWSON EXPLAINS.

(To The Editor of The World.)

BIr : My letters on Manitoba have made
me a subject of misrepresentations. In cor-
rection of one of these, I beg leave to say that,
while I have Been in hearty sympathy since
early life with the political rights of those
of my fellow.conntrymen who are Roman
Catholics, I am myself, however nnwor-:
thy, a member of the Church of England,
In correction of another misrépresentation,
I ask permission to state that, though I
wrote for a time political articles regularly
for the 1rish Canadian under s{)eciu cir-
cumstances, I.am not a journalist, = The

won, are, perhaps, unworthy of notice. [
may, however, glance at them hurriedly,
Personally I may have been unworthy of
that distinction’; but distinctions of even a
higher grade are not new amongst the
honors of my family.  For the rank itself I
need hardly say to those who understand
things outside provincial ignorance that,
conferred #s it was by a soverciguty unger
the 1nws of a great mati‘n, it 'is" good for
precedence over all the atficers of these con-
federate colunies, including their prime
minister, at every court of Europe,, .,

M. BUTT HEWSON,

“ Rough on Rais.”
Clears out rats, mice, roaches, flies, ants,
bed-bugs, skunks, chipmuoks, gophers, 150,
Druggists, o |
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RHEUMATISM,

Neuralgia, Sciatica, Lumbago,
Backache, Soreness of the Chest,
Gout, Quinsy, Sore Throat, §well~
ings and Sprains, Burns and
Scalds, General Boadily

4.9 Pains,
Tooth, Ear and Headache, Frosted
Feet ard Ears, and all other

Pains and Aches.

No Pr;ynmtlon on earth equals Sr. Jacors On
s o safe, sure, simple and eheap External
Remedy. A trial en: but the comparatively
trifling outlay of 50 Cents, and every one suffering
wli.‘il:m’:dn can bave cheap and positive proof of its
¢

Directions in Eleven Languages,

S0LD BY ALL DRUGGISTS AND DEALERS
IN MEDICINE,

A, VOGELER & CO.,
Raltbnore. HL, U.8. 4

these elnments not much less picuous
on such excursions during the week. And
further, so long as the respectable (?)
classes of society frown upon or
absent themselves from all Sunday ex-
cursions it should be. a  marvel
to them that the average of good comes at
all pear that of the week-day excursion

"KIDNEY-WORT

IS A SURE CURE |
for all diseases of the Kidneys and
P |

which all classes frec{nent. . It is indeed
quite doubtful whet the ional
*“outing” of a trip to the country on Sun-
day would be productive of more miscon-
duct or lead to more cvil than the crowded
and somewhat unruly parade which takes
place on Yonge street every Sundey even-
ing which forms the only social outlet
which rigid righteousness at present per-
mits to the youth of both sexes on that
day, Perbaps it might even improve cer-
tvin manperisms indulged in if railways
and street cars, &v, gave the yonth of our
city whose homes are at a distauce, oppor
tunity to. spend a restful day at home re-
,turniog on Sunday. pight ready to begin
the work of the week with hearts cheered
and comforted and physical strength re-
cruited ns neither can be in a crowded
boarding-house however well managed.

The advocacy of Sunday traveling is not
all inhuman selfishness. ~ Nor does total
idleness always mean rest. Probably *“H”
and I aud maoy others work as hard on
Sunday as on any other day. It is change
of ocupation the bringing into play of
other faculties than those employed in
our usual vocations which generally gives
the truest recreation. It is especially so in
youth.- A treadmill occupation amid in-
varied suwiroundings crushes and deadens
their spring of life. It is not best to make
religions exercises the only change  or
variety possible to the well intentioned
and honest youth of ourcity. It is better
to lead than to force, especially in religous
matters where the highest and holiest
faculties of mankind are concerned.

If *“H.” will reconsider this matter he
wlll find his views gradually undergoing a
change for he will mingle the mercy which
seeks usefulness with the Sabbatarians in

which he rightfully loves and respects, He

regulsr discharge. ..
If you aresufforing ffom |

. mnluu.}uvt:dmo chills,

| , Or const -

| Wort will surely rouavamd.q,p- 'Wcu!o.
the Spring to cleanse the 87stem, every

take a thorough courss of it,
| 4- SOLD BY DRUQQISTS. Price $1.

"KIDNEY-WORT

Factory at Stanstead, P.Q.—Northrop & Lymnn
Toronto, general agent ntario. . 3
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¢‘Aaron” so ignorant or careless in . not |
being able to defend himself without acouss
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