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Legislative Assembly, Thirtieth Day.
Thursday, April 18, 1901
The Speaker took the chair at 2:18

p. m.

Rev.  Dr. Wilson offered praye:r.

The following petitions were Teceived:

From J. Fisher and others re govern:
ment ownership of railways.

From John Keen and others re storage
of explosives.

From Herbert Woodward and others,
residents of Vancouver, te government
ownership of railways.

From A. W. Wright and others, re
storage of explosives.

From George F. Pound and others, re
government, ownership of railways.

Presented by Mr. Gilmour, from J. H.
Watson and others, of Vancouver, re
government ownership of railways.

Mr., Martin said, in reference to the
petitions re government ownership of
railways:

I am glad to see that the principle
which was prominently before the people
at the last- general election has taken
such root in the country at large. We
find the House receiving petitions from
all over the province in favor of this
principle, and not only that, Mr. Speak-
er, but we find the chief organ of the
government—in which the premier of the
province is supposed to have some in-
terest; adyocating in the strongest way
this principle—the government owner-
ship of railways. I draw special atten-
tion to the fact, because probably no
journal in the province was more bitter
against it—in fact simply treated -the
matter as contemptible—one with no pos-
sible argument in favor of it. It was
impossible; it was wrong, the province
would practically. come to an end if such
a pernicious principle were adopted by
this province. I am sorry to think that
the Hon. the Finanee Minister does not
read that paper. I cannot say I always
read it, but when I read this it simply
made me stand aghast to read such re-
volutionary sentiments in a paper of
that kind.

Attorney-General—What is the paper?

Mr. Martin—The name—it is called the
Colonist, and the article which appear-
ed yesterday in favor of government
ownership of railways says:

“The proceedings before the railway
committee at Ottawa yesterday show
how very much more closely the applica-
tion of railway companies are seruti-
nized now than formerly. There is no
doubt that the people are awakening to
the importance of holding the transpor-
tation companies in check. We may not
always be able to, agree upon measures
adopted to check them, but the principle
48 a sound one.”

It winds up with an emphatic, clear,
decisive declaration for government own-
ership in the following:

‘“We are not now simply referring to
railways which ask for aid from the pub-
lic treasury, but. to. all railway lines.
There ought to be something in every
charter that will enable the government
either of the Dominion or of the pro-
vince most directly affected, to step in
when oceasion requires it and compel the
owners of lines to operate them in a
manner that will enure to ‘the welfare
of the public at large, even if for that
purpose it is necessary to take the lines
into the management of the government.
How this can best be done is perhaps
not a very easy thing to decide, but that
it should be done will we think be con-
ceded by every one.

Mr. Gilmour presented a petition from
8. F. Mackenzie and others, of Vancou-
ver, re agreement by the government
with Vancouver, Victoria and Bastern
Railway Company for a -railway from
the coast to the Boundary Distriet.

Laid on the table. :

The petition from W. J. Higginson
and others, of Sumas and vicinity, op-
posing inerease of provincial revenue tax,
was ruled out of order. .

Mr. Hall presented the fifth repo
#rom the printing committee recommend-
ing the printing of the following papers,
viz.:

1. Petitions from South Wellington,
Ymir, Slocan City and Phoenix, : asking
for the inauguration of a system of gov-
ernment of railways,

2. Petition asking for an amendment
to the Explosive Storage Act.

3. Return under the Revenue Act,
showing the names and places of resi-
dence of collectors of revenue paid by
commission, rate of same, and date of
authority therefor.

4. Return of a copy of the memorial
presented by the committee of the Sal:
mon Canners’ Association of B. C. to
the government.

5. Return showing ail reports made by
a member of the provincial government
to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
and any report made by any member of
the Dominion Government, upon the sta-
tutes passed by 'the legislature of this
province at last session, together with
all correspondence relating to all of the
reports.

‘ WANTS CHRAP POWDER,

Mr. Hayward said he wished to draw
the attention of the government to the
desirability of affording some aid to the
farmers to assist them in clearing their
land. The cost and labor of clearing
away the heavy bush was very great,
and the average farmer was not in a
position to employ machinery.
were mnot oble, even, to use explosives
to blow out the immense stumps, as the
price of explosives was so high. He
thought it most desirable that the gov-
ernment should take some steps to se-
cure a supply of black powder to the
farmers at a reasonable price, and he
would like to have a statement from
the government as to their disposition
in the matter. i

He also called attention to the fact
that under some pecultar condition of
the transportation servicw., the people of
the West Coast were not able at pre-
sent to get any powder or other explo-
sive. ' While the C. P. N. steamers were
running, the miners and otheérs on the
West Coast were supplied with explo-
sives, but now that the C. P. R. were
operating the boats, they “refused to
carry explosives, and conseguently, the
miners and settlers were unable to carry
out their work., He hoped the govern-
ment - would take immediate action.to
remedy this hardship. (Applaase.)

Mr. Hayward moved the following
resolution, ‘which was seconded by Mr.
Neill: . Tl R

“Whereas the cost of clearing biish
lands of this province is very great, ow-
ing to the size of the timber; and :

‘“Whereas one of vhe greatest aids fo
the agrieultnrist in clearing lands of such
timber is stumping powder; and

“Whereas at the present time the cost
to the farmer of such powder. is far
above the actua] cost of same:

“Therefore, be it resolved, that it is
the opinion of this house that the pro-
‘vineial government should take into its
serious ‘consideration the advishbility of
obtaining stumping powder: in  large
quantities and selling the same in small-
er quantities at cost price to the farmers
of the province,”

‘Mr, Speakér ruled the resolution out of
order. g

“L regret in some measure that the
senior member for Esquimalt has placed
this motion on' the order paper, because
it has, anticipated an announcement I
had intended making very shortly to thia
house. At the same time I am pleased
to have this earlier opportunity of plac-
ing the government on record on this
.matter, and when the mover of the reso-
lution has heard what I have to say, L
feel quite sure he will not. press. for an
expression of epinion from the legisla-
ture, summer, shortly after re-
suming the office of minister of .agri-.
culture—in fact some time before I re-

Many |-

signed that office in 1898—the qu

of clearing land by improvtﬂ‘ gmhodu
‘was taken up by me. I say- ‘to show
ihat the governmeng is fully alive 1u the
Tequirements of the farmers, more par-

d. It is a matter, however, that re-
quires very careful consideration and in-
volves a great deal of inquiry. In re-
gard to cheaper stumping powder, I re-
cognize what a very important factor
it is, and how much it would benefit the
settler if it could be obtained at fifty or
even twenty-five per cent. cheaper than
at ‘present; but there are difficulties in
the way of arriviag at a basis of opera-
tions that would be practical and at the
same time not bring the government
into conflict with private interests.

“There are several companies wihose
business it is to deal in explosives and
in order to meet the demands for cheaper
powder, that is to supply cheaper than it
it to be obtained commercially in the
ordinary way, it would be necessary for
the government, assuming that it could
be supplied cheaper in that 'way, to
undertake the manufacture of powder on
its own behalf—something youn will agree
with me, is not within the province of
the government; or to make arrange-
ments with the manufacturers to supply
the powder required for clearing af the
lowest wholesale rates without advance
to the settler. There are also details
connected with the purchase and meth-
ods of distribution to cemsider. It s
you will concede, very easy to make &
mistake that might prove at least em-
barrassing, if not serious,

“I have been considering, too, the sub-
ject of explosives as part of an improved
system of clearing lands so as to render
the whole cost substantially cheaper than
it is' now. In this connection I do not
think it would be wise'or at all justifi-
able for the govermmient to incuc any
large amount of expenditure without
hopes of a direct and adequate recoup-
ment in assisting any particular industry
that might not with equal justice be ex-
tended to some other industry possibly
equally as deserving. - I have, therefore,
rot come to a conelusion hastily, and
have taken time to consider the best
practical methods to be adopted before
recommending any scheme to the govern-
ment as a whele,

“Such measures as may be proposed,
in order to be safe, must necessarily be
experimental, and the government has
decided upon a course which, if it should
prove successful at the outset, will in
all probability be adopted as the basis
of a policy of assistance in the furure.
It is the desire of the government to ren-
der all possible aid in developing our
agricultural interests and encouraging
improved methods, and if it can without
entailing an  unreasonable expenditure,
lend its credit and assistance to a prac-
tical scheme, it is prepared to do so. 1
beg to point out that for the use of ma-
chinery and for the carrying on of de-
velopment, such as clearing, fencing or
draining by improved methods, there al-
ready exists on the statute book a meas-
utse which farmers may iake advantage
o

‘T beg to inform this house and the
honorable mover of the motion that ar-
rangements have already been made—
in fact, some time ago—to supply explo-
sives to farmers for purposes of clear-
ing at a much cheaper price than is now

This will involve no extra expenditure
to the goverpment. I do not wish to
burden you with details, but may take
this house sufficiently into my confidence
to say that the distribution I propose
will be carried on through the mewum
of the Farmers’ Institutes. The gov-
erﬁment is willing to do this experimen-
tally.

“In regard to introducing improved
methods of clearing by machinery, ete.
the ' government is also. prepared, con-
ditionally upon its being able to makse
certain arrangements, to undertake the
clearing of two small plots of land dur-
ing the coming summer of five or ten
acres each, one on tue Island and the
‘other in the Westminster district. a.ue
object of this will be simply to ascer-
tain, if possible, how far the economy
of clearing wunder the most favorable
circumstances and with the best possible
facilities may ‘be demonstrated, and in
such a ‘way, it ie hoped, that the greater
part the expense involved will be
borne by the land itself. I think euch
a course is practical and justifiable to
the extent proposed, and should be sat-
isfactory to this house and to those
whose interests are most immediately
concerned.”

‘With regard to the transportation of
explosives Mr. Turner said the Dominion
Steamboat "Act prohibited the carrying
of them on passenger steamers. The
€. P. N. Co. may have been ignorant
of the law, but he was informed the C.
P. R. absolutely declined to carry ex-
plosives on their steamers. The only
remedy he could suggest would be for
a number of West Cbast miners and
business men to club together and ar-
range for a boat load of explosives and
other goods, enough to load a small
steamer, not a passenger boat, and get
them distributed at the different points
until some satisfactory arrangement
could be completed with the transporta-
tion companies,

Mr. Neill rose to second the resolution
but was called to ojgler by the Speaker.
He protested against a member being
allowed to speak to a resolution which
was declared out of order and a mem-
ber of the government replying to it
while: he was not permitted to speak.
He declared it was a gross breach of
parliamentary practice. He was satisfi-
ed with. the honorable the minister of
finance’s statement, but he objected
strongly to the manmer in which the de-
bate had been ailowed to pruceed.

Mr, Martin, Mr. Helmcken, Mr, Hunt-
er and Mr. Curtis also  criticized the
Speaker for allowing a debate on a reso-
lution which was out of order.

Hon. Mr, Turner pointed out that the
statements by ministers of the crown
on public questions were always permis-
sible under parliamentary rules.

Mr. Neill’appealed against the Speak-
er’s decision. The honorable member
for Esquimalt had been allowed to
speak on the resolution, and he claimed
an equal right, :

Mr, Garden protested against . the
waste-of time. He would like to get
home. some time this summer.

The matter was then dropped.

A QUESTION.

Mr. Neill asked the Hom. the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following questions:— ‘

1. Did the government recently call
for tenders for the erection of a bridge
oveér the Somass river, near Alberni?

2. What are the names-of the ten-
derers (if any), and what was the am-
ount of their respective tenders?

3. Was a deposit of $500 received with
each tender? .

The Hon, Mr. Wells replied as fol-
lows:— ;

1. Yes,

2. George Bishop, $2,540; Wm. Rock-
ett, $2,613. :

3. Yes.

IN COMMITTERE.

The house went into committee of the
whole on the adjourned consideration of
Mr, McPhillips’ bill for the protection
of infants, Mr., MecInnes in the' chair.
The committee reported - the bill- eom-
plete with amendments.

The . consideration - of Mr, Martin’s
Summary Convictions Act Amending
bill was taken up in committee of the
whole, Mr. Munro in the chair, and pro-
gress was reported. :

Mr, Martin’s bill to amend the Provin-
cial Hleetions Act was congidered in com-
mittee of .the whole, Mr, Kidd in the
chair, and was reported complete,

Mr. Martin's bill to amend the Trus-
tees and Executors Act was reported
complete from - committee of the whole,
Mr, Gilmour, chairman, ’

CHAMPERTY BILL.

p{%{ﬁgnmbw to t:'kmnd thie Legat
ons .. as_taken up in com-
mittee of the whole, Mr. llom?ce in the

cbﬁr.
! . McPhillips moved that the com-

mittee rise, which was defeated,

ticularly in regard to the clearing of |in

paid in the ordinary way for small lofs.,

5 ' pages
! tion of his amendment,
X said it was the law in force
and was not susceptible te
objection by anyone. The bill tgmpond
by the honorable the leader of the oppo-
gition was subversive or ihe honer and
integrity .of the legal profession. All
the newspapers of the province opposed
the bill and the principles it embodied.
He regrettéed that some members of the
profession in the house supported the
bill. When they found the whole judi-
ciary of Great Britain opposed to such
legislation, it should cause the house
to hesitate to adopt it. It was unparal-
leled legislation unknown in any prov-
"ince, except Manitoba, which was prac-
tically an agricultural country and where
the litigation was confined, as a rule,
to minor issues, In British Columbia
it was quife different; the mining indus-
try created questions of great legal im-
portance, and the passif¥ of such a law
would permit unscrupulous lawyers to
prey upon the public. It was absurd to
say that the law was necessary to ey
tect the interests of the poor man. No
matter how poor a man was he couls
secure justiee under our British law.
Did the house wish to see the legal pro-
fession degraded as it was in some oOf
the United States, where law was made
a lever for the practice of blackmail
and extortion? He held that the pro-
posed bill was degrading and demorah_z-
ing. A lawyer should not be.put in
the position to barter with his client.
Other professions and trades were allow-
ed to make what terms they pldhsed
with their clients or patrons, but the
law says that lawyers must not charge
excessive fees—the courts see to that by
taxing their bills. That rule was insti-
tuted to preserve the dignity of the_p}‘o—
fession, to elevate it beyond the suspicion
of collusion with clients for unlawful
purposes. 'He made a strong appeal to
the house to support his amendment, or
throw out the bill altogether, as perni-
cious and uncalled for. 3

Hon. Mr, Eberts called attention to
the fact that under existing rules an
attorney may bargain with his client for
a lump sum for his costs,

Mr. McPhillips argued that in that
case Mr. Martin’s bill was unnecessary.

Hon. Mr. Eberts pointed out that the
object of the bill was to enable lawyers
to go further and contract for a profit
over ‘and above their costs. :

“Mr. McPhillips held that lawyers
should be confined to their legitimate
taxed costs. He quoted the opinion of
the Law Society of Ontario, condemn-
ing the practice of champerty. He then
proceeded to explain the principal pro-
visions of his amendment. Under that
law in England cases involv;ng the most
insignificant amounts, in which poor men
were interested, were carried from court
to court and conducted by the most em-
inent counsel. The poor man secured
justice under that law in England, and
it should be sufficient for British Colum-
bia, He was surprised to see the first
law officer of the crown supporting this
champerty bill. If the bill were a pro-
per one, why was it not introduced by
the government? !

Mr. -McPhillips quoted the de-
cision of the Mastsr of the
Rolls in a case of champerty in 1806, which
he said, was an iteration of the opinion
held by the highest legal lights of Great
‘Britaln. One effect of tne passing of a law
permitting champerty, would be the shut-
ting out of a large amount of capital from
the province, as capitalists would not in-
vest their money where it would be at the
mercy of unscrupulous litigants backed up
by venal members of the legal profession.
He concluded by appealing to the house not
to pass the iniquitous law proposed by the
bill, (Applause.)

Mr. Oliver said the honorable member’s
arguments would lead one to belleve that
the honorable gentlemen of the legal pro-
fession would be ‘crooks’ if they had the
opportunity. (Laughter.)

on. Mr, Eberts said he had always up-
held the proposed legislation. He had pro-
posed just such a eclause as an amendment
to the legal profeasions bill at former ses-
gjons. Hf" did pot think the bar of Mani-

oba had been contaminated by such a
law during the many years it had been
in force In that province. The law asg it
stood, permitted ‘the soMcitor to contract
for a lump sum for his costs with his
cl'ent. The amendment proposed by the
hcnorable member was only an elaboration
of the same thing, Prior to the enactment
of that law in England, a lawyer had to
abide by the table of costs, but now he was
entitled to eontract with his client for a
lump sum or for a commission, while it is
provided that the taxing officer has power
to decide whether the charges are exces-
sive. He Intended moving an amendment
which would provide agalnst a client suffer-
ing from the negligence of his solicitor. He
did not think the law would have a degrad:
ing or damaging effect on the legal profes-
sion. The profession in Manitoba had not
béen injured, and the lawyers there would
compare favorably in talent, honor, integ-
rity and soeclal qualities with the lawyers of
any other province. The argument against
the bill on account of the maladministration
of justice in some of the United States
would not apply to this province. The legal
profession in the States was cursed with
pettifoggers who were a disgrace to it, but
in British Columbia a man had to prove
himself of good character and possessing a
knowledge of his profession before he would
be admitted to practice. (Applause.)

My, Martin had little more to add to what
he had said when he Introduced the bill.
A similar bHl was passed in Manitoba,
which emanated from a number of leading
practitioners, and it had worked admirably.
He resented the remarks of the third mem-
ber for Victoria, insinuating that certain
lawyers were the only ones interested in
the bill or desiring it to become law.
If a lawyer was determined to be
dishonest no law could prevent his doing
wrong. He would cheerfully accept the
proposed amendment of the Hon. the At-
torney-General.

Hon, Mr. McBride said he supported the
bill last year and saw no reason for chang-
ing his opinion. He complimented the third
member for Victoria on his argument in fa-
vor of his amendment. The Legal Profes-
stons Act provided against the influx to the
province of disreputable members of the
profession. He was pleased to say that the,
profession in British Columbla was com-
posed of honest, efficlent men, and he did
not think they would be corrupted by the
passage of this bill, The champeérty law
was enacted in Bngland hundreds of years
ago, when it was necessary, but the neces-
sity had long passed away. At one time
it was forbidden for a barrister to accept
a fee, but he hung a little bag over his
shoulder and when he was leaving the court
after pleading his case, his client was ex-
pected to drop a little present in the bag.
(Laughter,) That was how-the dignity of
the profession was preserved In the old
days. The barrister’s bag was still visible
on the gown worn In court—now a mere
ornamenta! appendage. He would give the
bili hiz support, (Applause.)

Mr., Helmcken remémbered when the Hon,
Attorney General introduced a similar meas.
ure, which was promptly “snowed under.”
It ‘was true, there was a rule allowing »
solicitor to contract for a lomp sum of
costs with his client. but this bil! went fur.
ther and provided to.glve.the solicitor an
interest in ‘the subject of the suit. which
was A very bad !aw to establsh. He resd
an article from a recent number of the Lon-
don Times bearing upon the subject. and
maintalned that the poor man’s interests
were sufficiently protected under the pres-’
ent law.. The barrister's oath. which he
:)?r‘tt; provided against the practice of cham-

Six o’clock apnroaching. Mr., Helmcken
moved the adionrnment of the debate.

NIGHT SESSIONS.

Mr, Kidd asked that n'elit sessions should
becin sg moon as poseible.

Messrs. Hunfer and McNeill also protested
againet the waste of time, and insisted that
night sessions-shon'd hegin at once. -

ETURNS,

Hon, Mr. Turner presented an abstract
of the receipts and expenditures of the nro-
vince for the six months ending December
31, 1800. The table {s a lengthy one, and Is
not vet printed. The total receipfs were
zs?}o‘.zzs.'rs. and the expenditure $1,005,-

Hon. Mr, Turner presented a statement
showing the securities held by the govern-
ment on account of the Arrowhead & Koot-
enny. Raliway company.

Hou, Mr. McBride presented the report
f;&;)he inspector of metalliferous mines for

The house then adjourned till this after
noon at 2 o'clock
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U : Yalbi A
Rey, Dr. 'Wilson offered prayer,
The following petitions were recsivedi:
By Mr. Murphy, from Oliver Harvéy

-and others, asking amendments to the

law affecting deep placer miming. «
1 By Mr. Tatlow, from *“The Vancou-

ver Bar Association,” re resident Su-

By Mr. Munro, from the Reeves’ Asso-
ciation of British Celumbia, asking for
amendments to the “Land Registfy Act”
re tax sale titles.
The petition from 8. F. Mackenzie and
others, of Vancouver, re agreement by
the government with Vancouver, Vie-
toria & Bastern Railway Co., for a rail-
way from the Coast to the Boundary dis-
trict, was Tuled out of order.

FIRST READINGS.
Hon. Mr. Ebérts introduced the follow-
ing bills, which were read a first time:

An act to amend the Supreme Court
Act,

An ‘act to amend the Small Debts Act.

An act to amend the Municipal Clauses
Aect.

Mr. Tatlow introduced a bill to amend
the British Columbia lmmigratiou Aect,
1900, which was read a first time.

INDIAN RESERVES.

Mr. Garden withdrew his resolution
regarding removal of Indians from False
Creek, within the City of Vancouver, in-
timating that he. would introduce it later
on in another form.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. Helmcken asked tise honorable the
Attorney-General the following ques-
tious:

1. Since your reply April 16, has the
government received any.oﬁicml commu-
nication from the Dominion government
or any member thereof, relative to the
acceptance of the terms proposed by the
provincial government for the settlement
of the Songhees Indian Reserve ques-
tion, as set forth at page 581 of the re-
port of delegation tu Oftawa?

92 What is the purport of such com-
munieation ?

"The Hon. Mr. Eberts replied as fol-
lows: i

1. Yes; on the 17th instant.

The communication, which the Hon.
the Attorney-General read, 'iu.formed the
government that the Dominion govern-
ment had the matter under advisement
and would communicate further when
some definite decision had been arrived

ASSESSMENT BILL.

The consideration of the Assessment
bill was resumed in committee of the
whole, Mr. Hall in the chair. S'everal
sub-sections were added to the bill, on
motion of Hon. Mr, "furner, and the com-
mittee rose and reported progress.

BOILER INSPECTION.

The adjourned consideration of the
Steam Boiler Inspection bill was resum-
ed in committee, Mr. Neill in the chair.
The biil was reported complete with am-
endments,

MAGISTRATES ACT.

The bill to amend the Magistrates Act
was reported from committee of the
whole and read a third time and passed.

ROYAL COLUMBIAN ‘H‘O‘SPITA'L.d

{r. Prentice moved the secon
re?d?ig'g I(\)f the Royal Columbia Hospital
bill. He explained that the bill was (}e-
signed to amalgamate the two hospitals
in New Westminster, in order that the
institutions might be in a position to af-
ford better accommodation, and also to
enablée them to derive the full benefit of
the government and civic aid, which was
now divided between the two. It was
the desire of the trustees of 7the Royal
Columbian and the Women's hospital
that the amalgamation should take

nlace, X
Pl%is. Brown agreed with the Hon. the
Provincial Secretary that the amalgama-
tion would have the effect of increasing
the usefulness of both institutions.

The second reading was then concur-
red in .

REVENUE TAX BILL.

In moving the second reading of the
Revenue Tax bill, Hon, Mr. Turner in-
formed the house that he proposed mak-
ing a change in the bill as originally sub-
mitted to the house. He proposed that
the incremsed tax. would not come into
force until January 1902, and would
then only come into force on a proclam-
ation of . the Lieutenant-Governor-in-
Council, The government in undertak-
ing the collection of the tax, thought they
could gather in a much greater amount
than under. the old system, and he felt
persuaded that with the improved m_eth-
ods of collection and the powers given
to collectors, the province would derive
a much larger income than at present, in
fact, that it might be found unnecessary
to enforce the increased tax. The man
cipalities had been lax in the collection
of the tax, and he hoped that the govern-
ment collectors would succeed in gather-
ing in such an amount at the old rate as
would preclude the necessity for an in-
crease,

Mr. Brown said the hon. gentleman’s
statement had put a new phase on the
matter, and he sincerely hoped his an-
ticipations would be realized. The ne-
cessity for increasing the tax was unfor-
tunate from the fact that it might create
an unfavorable impression of the prov-
nee abroad.

Mr. Gilmour would rather have seen
he government withdraw the bill alto-
gether. He hoped they would see their
way clear to abide by the $3 tax. The
individual who voluntarily hunted up the
collector and paid his tax should be al-
lowed a discount; there was more reason
for such a rebate than in making dis-
counts to wealthy men and corporations.

Hon. Mr, Prentice regarded the pro-
posed $5 tax a wise and just one. It was
the only means by which the (Chinese
and Japanese could be reached.

Mr. Neill declared the bill had brought
more discredit on the government than
any other measure or matter of policy.
The poor man calculates the tax as the
equivalent of two days’ work, and it had
impressed them very unfavorably. The
tendency of governments was to tax the
incomes of the wealthier classes and re-
move the burden from the poor. The ar-
gument that the bill wounld reach the
Chinese and Japanese would not hold
water, as it had been shown by evidence
before the Chinese commission that those
people had been very successful in evad-
ing the tax in the past. The govern-
ment might have imposed a tax of $3 or
$5 on persons who did not contribute in
any other way to the revenue. ?

He then drew a comparison hetween
income taxation in Great Britain and
British Columbia, showing that the Brit-
ish income tax was 5 1-6 per cent,, while
that of British Columbia was only 1%%.
An average working man, who earns
$600 annually, paid $5 poll tax; while the
wealthy man’ with $10,000 a year from
his ‘dividends—but owning no real es-
tate—paid an income tax of $13.50-and
the $5 poll tax, in all $18.50. At the
‘same pro rata of taxation as the‘wealthy
man, the working man's tax would be
$1.11, while figured the other way, if the
wealthy man was taxed in the same pro-
portion as’ the working man, his’ tax
would be $83.83.

He hoped -the government would be
enabled to carry out their good intentions
in not putting the law into force,

‘Mr. Tatlow moved the adjournment of
the debate;

Hon. Mr. Turner said the bill had been
before the house for a long time  and
there was no good reason for adjourning
the debate.

Mr. Helmcken upheld Mr,
motion.
posed it.
Mr, Garden asked the government to
accede to Mr, Tatlow’s motion.

Mr, Brown pointed out that the leader
of the opposition was not present; that
might be a reason for adjourning the
‘debate. He could see no other.

The motion was then put and lost.
Mr. E. C. Smith was opposed to the
prineiple of the bill. ‘It was unpopular
in the country, as it affected the wage-
earners, The Chinese evaded it success-
fully, so it failed in one of its avowed
objects. ' He thonght a tax' might be put
on small-land helders.” How should the
tax oh work be graded? Should
they be taxed on the air they breathed,

Tatlow’s
Messrs. Brown and Green op-

/presented- to” the order, and the:

ttle:o&nmce they occupied, the size of their

Mr, Neill—“I object.” (Laughter.)

It was time the government estab-
lished a basis of taxation that would fall
equitably on all classes of the com-
munity.

Mr. said the Hon. the Minister

of Finance had practically acknowl-
edged that he had to withdraw the bill,
Hon. Mr. Turner—*“No.”
Mr, Curtis said the bill was the most
odious measure ever placed on the stat-
ute book. He quoted John Stuart Mill,
that people should pay taxes in propor-
tion to their respective ability, and srguc-d
that the bill was directly in opposition to
that proposition. ‘He ‘accused the gov-
ernment of attempting to ‘‘escape by the
back door” in not enforcing the act ex-
cept on proclamation of the Lieutenant-
Governor. Mr. Curtis read telegrams
from several miners’ unions and trades
and labor councils protesting against the
increased tax. He chalienged the gov-
ernment to bring in a bill on the same
principle that would meet the expendi-
ture of the province. Why did the gov-
ernment oppose the Crow’s Nest Pasa
railway charter, which wou'd, i grant-
ed, add very materially to tho revenue?

Hon., Mr. Turner denied that the gov-
ernment was opposing the charter, and
asked Mr. Curtis to stick to the «ues-
tion before the house.

Mr. Curtis argued that the develop-
ment of the natural resources of the
country would furnish a revenue with-
out having to resort to this odious tax.
He compared the injustice of the tax
compared with other taxes, where de-
ductions were made for prompt payment.

Mr. Hall 'considered the bill of great
importance, and he felt that he should
express his views as a representative of
Victoria. The government was obliged
to undertake large expenditures to de-
velop the country, for education and oth-
er purposes. It was easy for the op-
position to appeal - to the thoughtless
musses of the people by accusing the
government of oppressive taxation of the
working man. The  exigencies of the
province required the imposition of a
direct tax, disagreeable as it was. If
this tax were not imposed, education
must sufféP 45 it "would Be impossible to
keep up the present school system with-
out an increase of revenue. Under pres-
ent circumstances the government had
no alternative than to impose the tax.
They took the step reluctantly and
hoped to be able to do away with it as
soon as possible. He would support the
bill,. (Applause.)

Mr. Houston, while not declaring him-
self for the principles of the bill, would
like to point out the inconsistency of the
-member for Rossland in opposing it. He
had stated that the poor man was op-
pressed by this tax. How about the men
in business whose incomes were rated
ap in the thousands and had to pay taxes
on them, while as a matter of fact, they
barely came out even at the end of the
year? So far as the increase was con-
cerned, he thought no vue would object
to it, if the necessity for it was thor-
oughly understood. The  schools must
be maintaized, and there wusg no other
way than direct taxii‘on. If *he oppo
sition ¢ould suggest some better method,
why did they not bring it to light? They
were at perfect liberty to propose amend-
ments to the bill, if they thought they
could improve on it. He accused Mr.
Curtis of telegraphing to the wvarious
bodies suggesting the telegrams which
he had read.

Mr, Curtis denied having telegraphed.
but he had asked for expressions of
opinion.,

During the last election gampaign Mr.
Martin declared he would increase taxa-
tion. .

Mr, Curtis said he did not hold himself
accountable for that,

Mr, Houston—Well, you were his right
bower. (Laughter.) 3

He would support the bill and he hoped
the house ‘would stand by the govern-
ment in their endeavor to do the right
thing for the country g

‘Mr. Green said he did not like the
form of the taxation, but nevertheless,
he would support the bill. He had asked
for large expenditures in his constitu-
ency and he realized that the government
who were broad minded enough to recog-
nize the necessities of the province, must
raise a revenue. He asked members to
be consistent and support the govern-
ment in its endeavor to meet the de-
mands of the country.

Mr. Hayward acknowledged, though he
regretted the mecessity for the tax, but
there were certain features of the pill
which he would like to see changed. He
held that every person who paid the tax,
barring Chinese and Japanese, should

(Applause.) / have the right to vote, yet young men

and women had to pay it and could not
vote. He would like to see an age limit
set so that persons over a certain age
would ‘be exempted. He would support
the bill, :

Mr, Oliver said there was no doubt
that more money was required for tne
public service, but he could mnot agree
with this method of raising it. Taxation
should be based on the benefits derived
by the individual and his ability to pay.
His constituents condemned the bill. - He
pointed out cases where the tax was a
bardship, instancing the taxation of
harvesters and fishermen and cannery
helpers, He thought clergymen should
be subject to taxation. Most of them
enjoyed good incomes and all the priiv-
leges of citizenship and there was no
reason for exempting them.

Mr. McPhillips said the ple of the
cities were more interested in the bill
than those in the country districts, for
the new law would increase their tax
L to $7.00. He would be glad to see the
tax abolished, but ecould not hope Tor
that immediately. It would be a mistake
to increase the tax on the growing indus-
tries of the province, but he felt con-
fident that eventually, within a reason-
able time, the increase in revenue from
industrial sources would enable the gov-
ernment to abolish the revenue tax. He
would, if he remained in public life, en-
deavor to do away with direct taxation.
He hoped the government would not be
obliged to'put the law in force, but it
must be remembered that they were
obliged to supplement the amount deriv-
ed from the revenue tax by $100,000 for
educational purposes. .

Mr. Munro said there was no attempt
to disguise the fact that a large portion
of the population evaded the tax, and
the increase would only tempt a Iarger
number to evade it. 'With the Hon. the
Finance Minister’s improved machinetry
for. collection in force. the weight of the
burden would inevitably fall on those
honest individuals who -had- always been
willing to pay. He agreed with the
hon. members who had suggested a dis-
count’ for prompt payment, and an age.
limit.

The second reading was then carried
on the following divisions

Yeas:—Messrs. Turner, Dunsmuir, Eb-
erts, Smith, A. W., Ellison, Clifford,
Hayward, Fulton, Prentice, Wells, Mc-
Bride, Murphy, Rogers, Hunter, Taylor,
Dickie, Mounce, Green, Houston, Hall,
Mc¢Phillips, Helmeken—22. ?

Nays:—Messrs. Brown, Curtis, Munro,
Gilmour, Stables, Smith, B. C., Oliver,
Hawthornthwaite, Neill," Tatlow, Guar-
den—11 ¥

Messrs, Pooley, Martin and ‘Meclnnes
were absent. Mr, Kidd came into the
chamber too late to record his vote,

Mr, Hall presented the report of the
printing committee,  recommending the
printing of certain returns.

The house then adjourned il 2
o’clock on Monday afternoon.

8t. George’s . Day.—The Sone and
Daughters of St. George intend to cele-
brate 8t. George’s Day, Tuesday next;
in their customary patriotic and merry
manner. - It is the intention to make the]
coming celebration ‘an historic one. The

through the African campaign will be
banquet
will commence at 8 o’clock. Following
the repast there will be the usual toast
list and songs, . T
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SATISFACTION

GUARANTERED

Write for Prices.

DIXI H. ROSS & CO

CENT
WORD
ISSUE

IN THE “COLONIST.”

FARMS TO RENT.

FARMS FOR SALE.

FARM HANDS WANTED.

TO EXCHANGE ARTICLES.
All these and other “Wants” can
be supplied by a little “Want”
advertisement in the Colonist.
Only a cent a word an issue.
TRY IT !1!

. G. DICKINSON& (0.

Flour, Feed,
Hay, Grain.

You should trv Crushed Oats. the best
and most ecoromical for horses and cattle.
We have always a fresh stock on hand.

93 Johnson Street,

Buy Your
Seeds

For farm and garden from. 3
Johnston’'s Seed Store
City Market, Victoria.

No commission business done nor do we
depend for our sales on gaudy literature,
Lists free on application.

Land Registry Act.

In the matter of an application for a du-
plicate of the Certificate of Title to Lot
Twenty-seven (27), Town of Chemainus,
(Map 213.)

Notice is hereby given that it ig my in-
tention at the expirsilon of one month
from the first publication hereof, to issue
a duplicate of the Certificate of Title to
the above lands issued to Henry Evins on
the 10th day of February, 1892, and num-
bered 8989a.

4, Y. WOOTTON,
Registrar-General.

Land Registry Office, Victoria, B. C.,

19th March, 1901 S O e

NOTICB.

Notice is hereby given that one month af-
ter date I intend to apply tothe Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works for permis-
sion to purchase about three hundred acres
of unreserved, unoccupied and unreserved
Crown Lands, being eomposed of the North-
fractional half of section two (2
Township eleven (11), Renfrew District,
Vancouver Island.

Dated this 19th day of March, A. D;, 1901,

R. T. GO

DMAN.
By H. E. NEWTON,
His Attorney in Fact.

The Singer Sewing  Machine

$55.00 cash for 5-drawer drop-head; $65.00
on installments, at $3.00 per month, From
$5.00 to $20.00 given for old machine in ex-
change off these prices.
W. V'RMILYBA, Island Agent.,
Nanaimo, B.O.

MINERAL ACT,
(FORM F.)

CERTIFICATE OF IMPROVEMENTS.

NOTICE.

Alice and Golden Queen Mineral Claims,
situate in the Victoria Mining Division of
Victoria district.

Where located: Mt, Sicker.

Take notice that we, Samuel Richards and
Eric W. Molander, F, M. C. B48932, F. M.
C. B48908, intend, sixty days from the date
hereof, to apply to the Mining Recorder for
a Certificate of Improvements for the pur-
rose of obtaining a Crown Grant of the
above claims

And further take notice that action, under
section 87, must be commenced before the is-
suance of such Certificate of Improvements,

Dated this 20th day of March. A. B.. 1901,

Beaver lake
Ranche,

FORKS QUESNEL ROAD
Gariboo B, C.

Is now offered for sale, Situated inter-
medlate between 150 Mile House and Forks
Quesnel, and in close proximity to the Con-
solidated Cariboo Hydraulic mine, operated

by Hobson, well known a» one of the most:

popular hostelries in Cariboo. The ranch
containg all the required buildings for farm
produce, horses, cattle and teams accommo-
dation, the largest portion of which are of
construction within two years. Amount of
acreage under cultivation about Two Hun-
dnled and Fifty Acres. Hay, grain and cer-
eals, ;
This property will be disposed at a very
low figure for cash or its equivalent.
Address all ccmmunieations,
AC W & HAMILTON,
“naver Lake Ranch,
Cariboo. B.C.

3

IN THE SUPREME OOURT OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA.
IN PROBATEH.

In the Matter of the Estate of Harry An-
derson, Deceased.

Notice is hereby given that all persons

having any claims against the estate of
Harry Anderson, late of Echo Cove, Naas
River In the Province of British Columbia,
who died at the City of Victoria, are here-
by requested to send particulars in writs
ing of their said claim ta Hugh Davidson,
the executor of thé estate of the sald
eceased, at 90 ‘Whart street,
in the city of Vietoria, on or  before
the 80th day of April, 1801, after which
date the executor will proceed to distr'bute
the assets of the sald estate amongst the
persons entitled thereto, having " rega;
only to the clalms of which he has then
and that the sald executor will
be for the assets or any part
thereof so distributed, to any  person of
whose claim the said executor has not had

nmtst “time of dhtmmﬁ%u‘ :
ated at Vietoria, B, O., this
March, 1901, 7 5

BODWELL & DUFF,

NOTICHE.

Public notice is hereby given that t
days from the date hereof I intend to
application to the Hon. Chief Commi
ler of Lands end Works for permis
purchase the following described tract of
land, situated at Goose Bay, Hastings Ay, .
of Observatory Inlet, District of Casejny
for industrial purposes. i

'Commencing at a stake marked E. 7T
Northeast corner; thence west forty cl
thence south forty chains: I
orty chains or thereabouts to the she
Goose Bay; thence following the ¢;
line of Goose Bay to the point of com.
mencement; containing one hundred and
sixty acres more or less. 5

B. DO}
Naas Harbor, Feb, 15th, 1 BWHCE'
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If Using
Vegetable Parchment
For

Butter Wraps

Send a Post Card to

T N. HIBBEN & Co.

Stationers and Paper Merchants.
69, 71 Government $t., 28 Broad St.,

Victoria, B.C. Bstablished 1858.
Please mention this advertisement.

000000000000000000000
9000000000000 000000%0

RANCHE

For Sale.

Cariboo

b

it

Pursuant to order of Supreme Court the
magnificent property of 982 acres known
as the Australian Ranche, situate on
Cariboo Road, between Quesnel and
Soda Creek, and fronting on the Fraser
River, Is offered for sale.

The title is held uncer Crown " Grant.
About 200 acres fine bench land are under
cultivation and produce fine €rops, 250 more
similar land with light brush easily cleared,
Creek runs through property. Water re-
cord of 500 inches with ‘abundant water

:ubply. Extensive ranee for cattle in vicin-
ty.

Dwelling house, fine barns, stables, cattle
sheds, root cellars, blacksmith shop, out-
houses and other improvements. The crops
stock, horses, farming implements and ma-
chinery may be purcased together with or
separately from the land.

The above is one of the best farms in the
up country, and offers an exceptional
chance for a good investment.

Tenders will be received by the under-
signed up to the 24th day of May, 1901, if
a sale is not previously effected.

For further particulars aoply to

J. A, FRASER,
Quesnel, B. C.
ANDREW OLSON,
Australian Ranche. Cariboo, B. C., or to
" . CRBEASE & CRPASE,
Solleitors, Vietoria, B. C.
e ——————

“LAND REGISTRY ACT.”

In the Matter of the Application of the
Honorable Montague William Tyrwhitt
Drake ‘tor a Uertificate of Indefeasible
Title to Subdivision Two (2) of Block “G”
Harbor Estate, Victoria City.
NOTICE is hereby given that a Certif-

cate of Indefeasibie 'Title to the above

hereditaments will be issned to tha Honor-
able Montague William Tyrwhitt Drake on
the 9th day of June, A. D., 1901, unless in
the meantime a valid obfection thereto be

made to me in writing by some person
claiming an estate or Interest therein or
in some part thereof,

8. Y. WOOTTON,

Reglistrar-General.
Land Registry Office, -
Victoria, B. C.. 1st day of March, 1901.

A Spanking Pair

Of well.groomed, handsomely harnessed
horses is a stirring sight. If you provide
the horses we will supply the HARNESS.
and no better combination can be had. If
gt?r:e?ngol:t c:lll. vxrite to us at 44 xYnt(‘;‘
» Victoria. All orders promptly at-
tended to. . .

B. C. Saddlery Co. Ltd,

44 Yates St., Victoria. i
A. E. WADE, MANAGER.
o ————— ]

B. C. STEAM DYE WORKS.

141 Yates Street, Victorla. Lo

Ladles’ and gent’s garments and household

tmo Ishings cleaned, dy»? or pressed equal
new,

In the ma#er of the estate of John McRea,
deceased, and in the matter of the offi-
clal administrators sct.
Notice Is hereby given that under an order
dated the 12th day of April, 1901, made by
the Hon. Mr. Justice Walkem, I, the under
signed was appointed Administrator of all

rd | @nd singular the goods, chattels and credits

of the above named @eceased.Parties hav-
ing claims against the sald estate are 1e-
quested to forward particulars of same to
me on or before the 12th day of May, 1001.

and parties indebted to the said estate are
Dg‘m red -to pay such indebtedmess to me

WM. MONTIRTH,

Official Administrator.

; .
- <~ - Bolicltor-for the.sald-Bxecutor. . §. Dated 15tk day of April, 1905
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