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CEDAR HILL ELECTORS FIGHTING fv°R A CHILD VALUES OF STEAM SCHOONERS.[From Thb Daily Colonist, Dec. 30.1 mas treat this evening at 6 o’clock. At 
8 o’clock the parents of the scholars and 
the public are invited to be present, 
when the members of the school will 
present a suitable entertainment. This 
evening another Christmas tree enter­
tainment will be given in the Victoria 
West Baptist mission.

-We know that Cod-Iivef
Values of vessels and technical eti- Oil is a fit fnrminrr fnnA

denee as to the machinery in the steam 1 1 a Iat Iormmg tOOd
schooners for which claims are made, DCCaLfSe takers of it gain rao- 
occupied much of yesterday’s sitting on • ji ' • • i ^ *
the Behring sea claims commission, idly in Weight Under Its USC

“ad the "'hole body

;'.ch“e“«”K‘ f;™,: .rïh *;ï v,t?> f°rcc', When prepared 
port of A. W. Lavendar, assistant treas- as in Scott’s Emulsion, it is 
ur>" asent at Ounalaska, was put in by _ * j i j -, , ,
Sir claries H. Tupper to show that Mr. C|uiCKly and easily changed 
Lavena>r considered the Thornton when ,'ntr, L,~dTr
new wortD $7,000. John W. Griffiths, of mt° ttle tlSSUeS c* tJlC body, 
the Albion Iron Works, stated that the As your doctor would SAV 
engines of the Thornton would cost . . .. . / J
$3,000 to $4,000 to put in, and Captain It 13 easily assimilated.
John Irving stated that a similar vessel ____ __ rr •
to the Thornton would have emt $8,000 Perhaps you are suttering
to $10,000 with machinery, or $6,000 from fa£ starvation. You
WlLDOUti*

The cases of the Anna Beck, Grace, take fat enough with VOUT 
Dolphin and Sayward were then taken r j i • P, . , * .
up. H. J. Cook valued the Anna Beck tOOd, but It Cither isil t the
at between $5,000 and $6,0l$) Walter rirrht L-lnrf ^Walker valued the same vessel at about k^t Kind, or It ISn t digested.
$8,000; the Grace at $12,000 in iw ; You need fat prepared for
the Dolphin, with machinery, at $13,- . r r
000 or $14,000; and the Sayward at you. as in OCOtt’s Emulsion- 
$7,000.

Some long technical evidence was 
given by the boiler inspector, Mr. J. A.
Thomson, who estimated the Thorntonrs 
machinery in 1886 as worth $2,- 
600 or $'2,700, this being acquisced in 
by Chief Engineer Grant, of the Quadra.
Inspector Thomson also valued the 
Beck’s machinery at $2,600 to $2,700; 
the Grace’s at $3,200; and the Do phin’s 
at $3,400.—Chief Engineer Grant putting 
the values a few hundred dollars higher.

Some little amusement at the expense 
of the United States side was caused by 
Captain Theodore Magnesen, who was 
called by the United States, saying in 
cross-examination by Hon. Mr. Petérs 
that in 1890 he had made his best 
catches in Behring sea in September, 
and those who said September was not a 
good month for sealing did not know 
what they were talking about.
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A Mpther Flees to Victo/ia From 
Utah With Her YounY 

Daughter.

Discuss the Assessment Rate With 
Hon. Mr. Eberts, Representa­

tive for South Victoria.
Sunday Schools in All Sections of 

the City Enjoying Special 
Entertainments.
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THE CITY

Victoria Columbia Lodge, No. 1, A. 
F. and A. M., instals officers on the ev­
ening of the 7th January.

The à. O. U. W. hall has been en­
gaged for a benefit entertainment on 
Saturdav evening next for “ Professor ’’

Oa, of the moatynique ,„d JI*, ST'Irom" .£
Christmas sDtfirt&iDnwnts of th© pr©s©iit mh.vy.
season was given last night at St John’s Adjutant Clarke conducted the sim- 
schoolroom under the distinguished pat- pje none the less impressive burial 
rouage of His Honor the Lieutenant- services of the Salvation Army vester- 
Governor and Mrs. Dewdney, and His day connection with the interment of 
Worshipth' Mayor a°d Mr,. B,„„, 
and aptly entitled “Santa Clause in a Christmas eve.
Plight.” The curtain rose quietly and -------------

°\fe evi1^ yL^yX’r i &£££$.
that had befallen Santa Claus, the good ness, at No. 6 Sayward avenue, Spring 
friend of the children—how his pipe and Ridge, from which place the funeral 
fire had gone out and his bank wasbrok- takes place to-morrow afternoon. The 
en, and there was but little chance of deceased lady was but 35 years of age at 
any treat that Christmas. the time of her demlse'

The news was brought fro- the Saint . Me. T. H. L. Lewis, past grand com- 
by a brown elf. At this the Queen of mander of the Select Knights, one of the 
the fairies, with her ring around her, leading mutual benefit societies of Can- 
glides from the ferns apd brushwood, fada, is in the city in the interests of the 
and having learned the fulness of the 1 above organization. He has been very 
disaster undertakes in sweet strains to successful on his Western trip, and has 
do what can be to make good the evil, organized lodges in all the principal 
The elves and the fairies then trip the towns on his way to the coast.
measure together, and the tidings hav- ------------ -
ing at length reached the Saint he shows A public meeting in the interests of 
himself to return thanks and'is greeted the I. O. F. is announced for the evening 
with fitting songs by Queen Mab and her of the 6th proximo at A. O. U. W. hall, 
band and the brown-clad elves, their when Major McGillivray, ex-member 
fellows. of the House of Commons for North On-

Swept away by delight at their kind- tario, will be the principal speaker. He 
ness he clasps every little fairy by the is general secretary of the order, Æhd 
hand. The wand is now waved over the comes west on a missionary tour ii>its 
chimney and the Saint returns in a car interest, 
drawn by eight white horses—so the on­
lookers are told—and with the help of - A company will seek incorporation at 
the eif leader and the fairy queen takes ike approaching session of parliament 
down the bricks in bundles from his whose proposal is, as stated in the for- 
chimnev and bestows them on the youths mal notice of application, to build and 
and maidens round the room. operate a line of railway “from a point

This with one or two well given songs a^ or near Lethbridge, N.W.T., through 
by Mr. Munro and Mrs. Anderson, and ike Crow’s Nest Pass to the Columbia 
a little lady in white who was called river; thence westerly to a point on or 
back is a slight but greatly wanting near the Fraser river or the Straits of 
sketch of what took place; it must be Georgia, or any arm or outlet of the 
seen to be fully understood ahd none same at tidewater or seaboard.’’ 
will regret the time so spent. God Save s . ~ ~~ . .
the Queen brought a merry evening to The provincial police received a tele-
an end shortly before 10 o’clock. Those graphic request from Union yesterday to 
who have missed this unavoidably will detain a Japanese known as “ Bob ” for 
Have a chance of making good their loss ike theft of a considerable sum of money 
next week. from his employers. The dishonest em­

ploye |was supposed to have stowed 
away on the steamer Monmouthshire, 
which called here on her way out to sea, 
but as the telegram ordering his deten­
tion was not delivered to the police until 
after the steamer had sailed the officers 
of the law were helpless in the matter. 
Particulars of the theft are not yet to 
hand. ________

Victorians who are always ready to 
respond to the cry of genuine distress 
will on Tuesday evening next have op­
portunity to assist a most deserving 
cause and at the same time enjoy an ex­
cellent concert at a merely nominal ad­
mission price. The scene of the enter­
tainment is Semple’s hall, Victoria West, 
and the concert is fpy the benefit of the 
widow and children of the late Murdoch 
McLaughlan, third officer of the Costa 
Rica, who was accidentally killed on his 
ship at Departure Bay. The circum­
stances of the tragic death of this popu­
lar young Scotsman are still quite fresh 
in memory, and no one should let slip 
the opportunity to do a charitable deed 
by at least purchasing one or two tickets 
for the “ benefit.” The programme, of 
twenty numbers', will be provided by 
some of the most capable vocalist and 
entertainers of the city and of the R. M. 
A. and Royal Engineers.

The Father Traces Them, and Car­
ries off the Little Girl by 

the “ Kingston.”

He Points Out That the Act Pro­
vides a Remedy by Courts 

of Revision.
Christmas Trees and Boats and Chim­

neys Laden With Gifts for the 
Young Folk.

There was a somewhat exciting scene 
on the City of Kingston’s wharf last 
night just as the steamer pulled out for 
Puget Sound, a lady appealing to the 
policemen standing on the wharf to get 
back her child from the father, who had 
just left on the steamer. But the boat 
was gone, and however willing the 
police might have been to help, they 
could do nothing.

It was on Christmas Day that Thomas 
Mercer, a wealthy ranchman, who lives 
at Ogden, Utah, reached Victoria with 
Sheriff Wright, of Utah, in search 
of his little six-year-old daughter. Mr. 
Mercer’s story was that two years ago 
he was divorced from his wife, who, 
however, had the right once a week to 
see the little daughter, whom the courts 
had decreed should be in" the father’s 
care. The child was taken, to see her 
mother on the day of the United States 
general elections, and that night mother 
and child disappeared. The father, who 
is very wealthy, left no stone unturned 
in his search for the child, and finally 
trailed Mrs. Mercer and the little girl to 
British Columbia, a week or so ago.

He came here at once, and Mrs. Mer­
cer went over to Vancouver. When the 
father went back to the Terminal City 
Mrs. Mercer again crossed over here, and 
with the child had lodgings in a private 
family. Mr. Mercer with the papers he 
had showing that he was entitled to the 
child’s custody, is understood to have 
taken legal advioe here and whether he 
was acting on this advise or on his own 
idea, met the mother last night and tak­
ing possession of the child hastily took 
her down to the Kingston and boarded 
the steamer just before she sailed. 
Whether Mrs. Mercer will take any 
further steps towards regaining posses­
sion of her daughter is not known, but 
they must be in the United States courts, 
as both husband and child are out of 
Canadian jurisdiction.

Some twenty of the residents of South 
Victoria district met at the Cedar Hill 
school last night to discuss the advisa­
bility of seeking to have the assessment 
on lands in the district reduced.

Mr. Munro Miller, who was chosen as 
chairman, said that fill he knew aboutit 
was that he had been asked as school 
trustee to allow the school room to be
used for a meeting to discuss taxation, 
so he thought that some of those who 
had fathered the meeting should give 
their reasons for calling it.

No one coming forward, Hon. D. M. 
Eberts, Attorney-General, remarked 
that he was present by invitation, as he 
had been at a similar meeting at the 
Royal Oak a few evenings ago, and 
though quite ready to give all the in­
formation he could, he did not think it 
would be becoming in him to speak first.

A letter was read from Mr. H. Dallas 
«Helmcken, 
through illness he could not be present. 
He promised, however, that should any 
question relating to the district come up 
in the legislature he would give it his 
closest attention and would do all he 
could to meet the farmer’s views.

Mr. David Stevens, at the invitation 
of the chair, came forward to give his 
views, although he thought it hardly his 
place as he had nothing to do with call­
ing the meeting, although responsible 
for the one held last week at the Royal 
Oak. His idea was that the present 
rate of assessment had been put on in 
boom times, but now that the value of 
farming lands had fallen he considered 
the assessment too high. He thought 
some graduated system of taxing farming 
land could be introduced, and he wanted 
the farmers to stand together and have 
this brought about. The land in South 
Victoria district was taxed higher than 
it should be, for some of it if put in the 
market to-day would not sell for half it 
was taxed for. He thought if the farm­
ers pressed the question on the attention 
of the legislature they could' carry their 
point and have the assessment reduced.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said he had listened 
with pleasure to Mr. Stevens, and there 
was a good deal of truth in what he had 
said, but he had hardly put the whole 
situation before them. Mr. Stevens had 
said that the farmers of Victoria district 
were overtaxed. Well let them look at 
the question and see if it was not in their 
own hands to relieve themselves if it 

He referred to the assessment

r
THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS.
The children of Christ Church Sunday 

school enjoyed their annual Christmas 
tree and entertainment in the cathedral 
schoolroom last evening. Ai short ser­
vice was held at the cathedral at 7 p.m., 
after which the children—about 120 in 
number—marched back to the school 
wtierfe the distribution of prizes by- 
Bishop Perrin took place. Two schol­
ars from each class received hand­
some books for obtaining the- 
highest number of marks during 
the year. Tea and cake followed, 
and many thanks were tendered to- 
teachers and friends for providing so 
liberal a supply. The great event of 
the evening took place when the drop- 
curtain was raised, and there on the 
platform stood the huge Christmas tree, 
brilliant with lighted tapers and weight­
ed down with presents and all that 
makes a tree an enjoyment to the little 
ones. The articles were all ticketed and 
every child received a present- One of 
the most pleasing features of the evening 
was a presentation to Rev. Canon Bean- 
lands of a beautiful standard drawing 
room lamp by the teachers and scholars 
of the school. Carol singing and games 
followed, and as the children left, each 
received oranges and a bag of candy; 
The teachers desire to thank the many 
friends who contributed towards the 
tea. This is the second entertainment 
held this winter, and it is hoped to hold 
another after Easter.

The scholars of the Congregational 
church Sunday school gathered tost eve­
ning at 6 o’clock at their annual Christ­
mas treat, A more well-behaved group 
of youngsters it would be difficult to 
find at anjutea-meeting, and all enjoyed 
the gathering. At 8 o’clock the friends 
of the school were admitted and the 
scholars rendered the following interest­
ing programme :

fSM.P.P. regretting that

THE RETAIL MARKETS.
After the rush and bustle of the 

Chrismas season there is little doing in 
the stores just at present. By the lead­
ing grocers the holiday trade is reported 
as never having been better than this 
year, although the smaller establish­
ments for some reason or other found 
the case reversed. Meat at present 
shows an upward tendency; it has al­
ready advanced a point or tw.o with the 
wholesalers and it is expected that the 
change will soon be felt by the consum­
ers as well. A consignment of frozen 
Eastern pork came to hand during the 
week just ended, being the second ship­
ment of the kind received this season. 
It is of course handled through the cold 
storage, and the mild weather of the 
past few days has naturally been very 
trying to it. The weather, so unsatisfac­
tory to the importation of meat, has, 
however, cheapened fresh eggs, they 
being at present quoted at 40 cents with 
every indication that still lower prices 
will soon prevail. The retail quotations 
for the week are as follows :
Flour—Ogilvie’s (Hungarian) per bbl $6.50 

Lake of the Woods (Hungarian).... 6.50
Victoria XXX............................
Lion.............................................
Portland roller...........................
Salem...........................................
Rainier........................................
Snowflake....................................
Premier........................................
Three Star...................................
Superfine,................... _____
Hungarian (Armstrong)..........
XXXX “ ...........
Strong Bakers “
Graham, per 10 lbs...

Wheat, per ton.............
Buckwheat, per 10 lbs
Oats, per ton................
Barley, per ton...........................
Middlings, per ton.....................
Bran, per ton...............................
Ground feed, per ton..................

“ “ California per ton
Corn, w hole, per ton..................

“ cracked, per ton..............
Cornmeal, per 10 lbs.................
Oatmeal, per 10 lbs...................
Rolled oats, per lb......................
Potatoes, per lb........................

“ sweet, per lb................
Cabbages, per lb.......................
Hay, baled, per ton.....................
Straw, per bale..........................
Onions, per lb............................
Cheese, per lb............................
Eggs, Island, per doz................

“ imported, per doz..........
Butter, fresh, per lb.................

“ Creamery, per lb..........
“ Dairy, per lb.................
“ Delta, per lb..................

Honey (Chilliwack) per lb.......
Hams, American, per I'D...........

“ Canadian, “ ...........
“ Boneless, “ ..........
“ Glasgow beef, per lb...

Bacon, American, per lb.........
“ Rolled “ .........
“ Long clear “
“ Canadian “ .........

Shoulders, per lb.......................
Lard, per lb...............................
Golden Cottolene, per lb..........
Meats"—Beef, per lb..................

Sides, per lb...........................
Veal “ ............................
Mutton, “ ...........................
Pork, fresh, per lb.................
Turkeys, per lb.

[FronSTHE Daily Colonist, Dec. 29.)

THE CITY.
A restive horse and a careless driver 

nearly resulted in a smash-up to an ex­
press wagon on Langley street yesterday 
afternoon.

Messrs. E. J. Gray and Frank E. 
Alley, heretofore doing business as Gray 
& Alley, have dissolved partnership, Mr. 
Gray retiring.

The committee of the Maternity Home 
wish to express their thanks to the 
Mayor and corporation for their donation 
of $25 to the funds of the home.

At the manse, 248 Cook street, last 
evening, Rev. Dr. Campbell united m 
holy matrimony Mr. Lars Frederick 
Persson and Miss Anna D. Richart, both 
of '•Bort Angeles. Immediately-after the 
ceremony the happy couple left for their 
home by the steamer Kingston.

The public schools throughout the pro­
vince will reopen on Monday morning at 
9:30, in accordance with the regulations 
of the council of public instruction which 
provide: “That the winter vacation 
shall continue for two weeks preceding 
the first Monday in January after New 
Years day.” ________

Oaklands volunteer fire company 
have elected the following officers for 
the ensuing year: N. Sabin, captain; 
G. Clark, first lieutenant; T. Shannon, 
second lieutenant; Watson Clark, treas­
urer; and W. Nicholas, secretary. The 
volunteers held an at home in their hall 
last evening, a large number of residents 
of the locality attending.

The Lieutenant-Governor and Mrs. 
Dewdney entertained the following ladies 
and gentlemen at dinner yesterday even­
ing at Government House: Mr., Mrs. 
and Miss Lansing, Sir Charles H. Tap­
per, Mr. and Mrs. Carlyle, Mr. and Mrs. 
T. Grant, Mr. Lindley Crease, the 
Misses Crease, Mr. Gavin H. Burns, Mr. 
Charles B. Warren, Miss Allison, Miss 
Muriel Richardson and Captain Richard­
son (private secretary).

In consequence of the reported meet­
ing of Mr. Fred. Laing and a couple of 
desperate highwaymen early yesterday 
morning the city Hawkshaw brigade 
spent several hours just before the dawn 
in ringing door bells and inquiring for 
footpads who declined to be introduced. 
By 7 or 8 o’clock they had come to the 
conclusion that Mr. Laing had been mis­
taken-that he he had not been"1 held 
up,” but on the contrary would have 
fared better if he had been when he and 
an open cellar door got tangled up to­
gether as it were. In the darkness that 
is so common to cellars at certain hours 
of, the night the features of a concrete 
floor might very easily have been mis­
taken for those of a highwayman, and it 
was thus, the police assert, that Mr. 
Laing was deceived.

At the South Saanich Temperance 
Hall on Tuesday evening last a “ birth­
day social ” was given by the South 
Saanich Temperance Society. The fol­
lowing programme was rendered and 
heartily appreciated throughout: Chair­
man’s address, Mr. Al. Gale; piano solo, 
Mrs. Butler ; song, 8. Cutler; dialogue, 
Messrs, and Miss Dora Butler ; instru­
mental duet, Messrs. Brooks and De 
Lelune;song, Mrs. Rowlands; musical 
sketch, Messrs. Parsons and La Follie; 
song, Miss Dora Butler; one act farce, 
“The Phonograph,” Messrs. Parsons, 
Tanner, Stewart and Gale; song, Miss 
Thomson; Irish character sketch, Mr. 
J. W. Stewart; song, Mr. Rowlands; 
reading, Mr. G. Slugget; song, Mr. G. 
Parsons ami comedy “ Whistle and Wait 
for Katie,” Messrs. Stewart, Parsons, 
Gale and Miss Thomson.

Across the road in the newly painted 
and pretty little school room of Calvary 
Baptist church another gathering of 
bright-eyed expectant children gazed 
upon a tree of marvellous beauty and 
fruitfulness. It stood in the corner of 
the room, and looked as though the 
whole electrical power of the city was 
concentrated for its benefit. It con­
tained presents for every boy and girl, 
which were distributed after a chil­
dren’s programme of songs, recitations, 
etc., had been provided. This prog 
was made up of an address by Mi 
McNeil ;
tione, by Russell Robinson and Norma 
Sears ; a solo by Hazel Morrison ; a reci­
tation by Jessie Mallette; a solo by 
Gracie Beattie ; an instrumental solo by 
Agnes Dier; a recitation by Gladys 
Rogers ; chorus ; a recitation by Reggie 
Beckwith; a recitation by Wilbert Wat­
son; duet btr Percy and Alzie Beattie ; 
recitations by Clyde Rogers and Le 
Vaio; club swinging by Gracie Dud­
geon ; solo by Miss Z. Buck ; a recita­
tion by Florence McNult; an address by 
Rev. Mr. Trotter ; a chorus ; a duet by 
Ethel and Le Brook Vaio : a dialogue by 
five little girls in costume; a recitation 
by Stanley Stuart; a solo by Gracie 
King ; a recitation by Nellie Fruggle ; a 
duet by Charlie Campbell and Lewis 
Chamberlin ; a reading by John Coates ; 
and two choruses.

were so.
act to show that the assessment is not 
fixed by the government at all, but by 
an assessor appointed by authority of 
the legislature. The assessor’s duty as 
defined by the act was to value the land at 
what it could be sold in open market. 
If 9l man objected to his assessment, he 
could appeal to the court of revision and 
from there to a judge of the Supreme 
court, a man notiappointed by the pro 
vince at all. He only mentioned this to 
show that if there was any too. high as­
sessment of lands, it was not the gov­
ernment who was to blame. Of course, 
taxation had seemed hard during the 
depression, but he had inquired among 
the merchants in Victoria and found 
that the volume of trade this year was 
45 per cent, more than the year before, 
and if that was the case with 
the merchants it showed that the era 
of prosperity was returning and that 
it would soon be felt that the good times 
were at hand. Continuing, Mr. Eberts 
proceeded to show that Victoria district 
had full justice done to it in the way of 
public expenditure. As for the rate of 
taxation, no reasonable man could say 
that it was high. The government had 
no desire to take out of the pockets bj 
the farmers more than they should pay, 
and for himself he could assure the 
farmers that in everything that was for 
yie benefit of the district they would 
always find in him a true friend. 
(Applause.)

Recitation .... Lillian Talbot
.......... Infant Class
.........Eddie Coates
___ Sidney Talbot
.. . .Miss Scowcroft 
Winnie Scowcroft

Sqpg
Recitation...................
Recitation...................
Long..............................
Recitation...................
Address by the Pastor
Recitation.........
Recitation.........
Recitation.......
Recitation.........
Recitation.........

5.50
5.50
5.75ramme 

r. A. T.
a Christmas carol, recita-

5.75
.....................Harry Coates
.............. Three Little Girls *
..............Pearl Bickerdike

..................Alfred Spragge
M-be Harris

5.75
5.75
5.75 'im

.... 5.75
4.75
5.50 The proceedings were varied with con­

gregational Binging at intervals, and on 
the conclusion of the programme the 
Christmas tree was stripped of its treas­
ures and the happy young folk were sent 
to their homes, each with a pretty pres­
ent tightly hugged. •

I5.25 jfe5.00
40

35.00@40.00
....... 50
25.00@30.00 
?0.00@32.00 
22.00@25.00 
19.00@20.00 
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Originality in the selection of presents 

to adorn the tree was one of the most 
pleasing features of the Christmas enter­
tainment in the Victoria West Baptist 
mission last evening. The little fchurch 
was crowded to its capacity, and the 
Christmas saint was never more
plainly evidenced. Previous to the dis­
tribution of f the tree’s fruits, an 
excellent programme was provided, 
the different numbers being as follows:
Chorus—“ Come, Come, Come.”..................
Reel ta ti on............................ Francis W eaver
Recitation...............................................Gussie Olds
Song..........................................................Ethel Wilson
Dialogue...................................................Eight Boys
Recitation...1....................... ...Nina Weaver
Recitation..................................Charlie Olds
Song....................................Mattie Andrews
Recitation................................... Paul Smith
Recitation.......... .......................Delà Weaver
Club-swinging.......................................... Four Girls
Recitation.......................... Arthur Knappett
Song.................................. ........... Alice Smith
Recitation..................................Harvey Olds
Recitation..........................  Edith Painter
Song......................................... . Rod Smith
Recitation........................ .Maud Knappett
Instrumental Duet.T. Bruce andH.Wns
Recitation............
Recitation............
Instrumental Solo
Recitation............
Recitation............
Chorus.................

■ 1

4 X YOne of the most attractive of the many 
entertainments arranged for New Year’s 
eve is in the hands of a number of the 
merry minstrel band, who journey.on 
Thursday evening to Saanichton there 
to regale the residents of the district and 
those who may go out from the city with 
a choice programme of fun and melody. 
“ The Saanich Serenaders ” is the name 
the company have chosen for this ap­
pearance, which is in connection with 
the North Saanich Aid Society of which 
Mrs. William Armstrong is president, 
Mrs. Samuel Brethour vice-president, 
Miss Maggie McDonald treasurer and 
Mrs. J. J. White secretary. The min­
strel’s first part will introduce senti­
mental and comic songs by Messrs. Fred. 
Richardson, H. E. A. Robertson, James 
Pilling, B. W. Powell, J. M. Finn, Geo. 
E. Powell, and G. Goward; while later 
in the orogramme “ the only picka­
ninny,” Sam Johnson, will appear and 
the Dixie Quartette, Messrs. Sehl, Rob­
ertson, Finn and Thomas will be heard 
in a number of new selections.

ikC
4
2

14 00 
50@75Out at the little Methodist mission in 

Spring Ridge, there was a big gathering 
of young people at the Christmas tree 
and entertainment last evening, a pleas­
ing feature of the event being a presen­
tation by the children of a handsome 
clock to Mr. J. Lory. The music ef the 
-evening was particularly bright and 
crisp, and the adults in attendance ap­
peared to take an equal interest with 
the children in the proceedings. But 
while the young folks of the Methodist 
church in Spring Ridge were holding 
high carnival over Santa Claus, those in 
James Bay of the same denomination 
were sharing the bounties of an im­
mense tree, highly illuminated and 
adorned profusely. There had, earlier 
in the evening, been a tea, and as sub­
sequent proceedings a good programme 
by the children of the James Bay church.

In St. Andrews Presbyterian school 
room the children were last night given 
unstinted, unalloyed fun, but no tree, 
for their Christmas treat. After enjoy­
ing some good games with sufficient re­
freshments of a substantial nature, a 
programme was given in the lecture room 
as follows : Piano solo, Miss Edith Bam- 
ford; reading, Miss Lucila Pearse; song,
Mr. Farlane; reading, Miss Rose Robin­
son; song, Miss Spring; instrumental 
trio, the Misses Brown and Lock and 
Master Fraser; and drill by members of 
the Boys’ Brigade.

In the Japanese Methodist mission, 
just above Douglas street on Y’ates was 
as' cheery a Christmas gathering as as­
sembled during the evening. There was 
a very large Christmas tree and the 
novelty of the numerous gifts distribut­
ed was in somt instances very accusing.
In addition to what the tree contained 
there was a big bag of nuts and oranges 
for everyone present. Songs, readings,

, etc., byithe Japanese made up part of 
the evening's entertainment, which was 
greatly enjoyed by the many white 
guests in attendance as also by the mem­
bers of the mission.

Victoria West Methodist school was 
another of those enjoying the Christmas 
treat last night. They, however, dis­
pensed with the familiar tree and in its 
place had a Christmas boat, correctly 
rigged in Semple’s hall by a squad from 
the Impérieuse, and laden with gifts for 
-one and all. The pupils of the school 
contributed the interesting incidental 
programme of a musical and literary 
character. If gicir headache is misery, what are Car

-----  ber’s Little Llv. r Pills 11 they will ] ositively
Tho ___ cure It Î Peop'e who have used them apeakthe Sunday school of the Congrega-- [rankly ot thilr worth. They are small aud 

tional church will hold its annual Christ- easy to take.

2 % %15@20

25
30
35 ■ÿ
25
35 *14Mr. J. Grant spoke in favor of having 

the assessment of lands in the district 
reduced, and believed if some scheme 
could be formulated by the gov­
ernment to bonus the farmer for 

of land ho cleared it 
He, like

Mr. Stevens wanted lands graded for 
assessment. He moved the same reso­
lution as passed at the Royal Oak, ask­
ing for a reduction of the assessment 
and for*he appointment of an assessor 
who knew the value of farming land.

Mr. Munro Miller suggested that, to 
save expense in making appeals, a pro­
vision might be inserted in the act pro­
viding that where one man secured a re­
duction by appeal to the court of provi­
sion, all the landholders in that vicinity 
should have their assessments reduced 
similarly. He wanted too to see the 
assessment roll published annually, 
with the amounts owing by delinquents. 
Speaking of the resolution, he objected 
to the personal attack in it on Mr. 
Booth, the present assessor.

Mr. S. F. Chandler was of the opinion 
that a better plan than the present 
would be to have a committee of two or 
three farmers, who should value the 
lands and give that valuation to the as­
sessor.

25 116@18
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would be a good idea. ■?10
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The members of Vancouver-Quadra 
lodge No. 2, A.F. and A.M., celebrated 
St. John’s day on Monday last, by in­
stalling the officers who will direct the 
lodge affairs during the coming term. 
The gentlemen thus honored by their 
brethren of the craft are : George Clover, 
I.P.M.; M. H. Thompson, W.M. ; A. 
M. Muir, S.W.; A. Walkely, J.W. ; J. 
B. Lovell, T. ; C. Fletcher, S. ; Rev. Dr. 
Campbell, Chap. ; F. V. Robertson, S. 
D. ; G. L- Clayton, J.D. ; F. Berry, Or­
ganist; F. B. Gregory, D. of C.; E. 
Bragg and A. Henderson, Stewards; 
Joseph Lismore, I.G. ; and F. Stockam, 
Tyler. The installation was conducted 
by R.W.D.D.G.M. Bro. D. Wilson, as­
sisted by a number of the Grand Lodge 
officers, among them Bros. B. Williams, 
S.G.W.; J.W. Coburn, J.G.W. ; A. B. 
Erskine, G.T. ; W. A. Richardson, G.S. 
of W.; and A. C. Muir, G.O. A pleas­
ant feature of the proceedings subse­
quent to the installation was the presen- 

• tation to Bro. George Glover, the im­
mediate past master, of a very hand­
some past master’s jewel ; the presenta­
tion was made by D.D.G.M. Wilson and 
Mr. Glover’s acknowledgment of the 
honor conferred upon him was eloquent 
and most appropriate. Several hours 
were afterwards spent in the new ban- 
quetting room, a well-filled table first 
receiving attention and the company 
then enjoying a number of excellent 
songs and recitations interspersing the 
usual loyal, patriotic and fraternal 
toasts.

(Eastern) 16 St. Barnabas’ church Sunday school 
will hold its annual Christmas enter­
tainment in the Oddfellows hall, Fern- 
wood road, this evening. Tea will be 
served to the children at 5 o’clock, after 
which games will be the order of the 
evening. At 7 o’clock there will be the 
distribution of prizes and gifts from the 
Christmas tree, by Santa Cl$ms in per­
son. Tne children will then render a 
programme of songs, recitations and 
music. The parents and members of 
the congregation are cordially invited to 
attend. The children' of the British 
Columbia Protestant Orphans Home also 
have their Christmas treat to-day, 3 
o’clock being the hour set for the inter­
esting reunion, and the friends of the 
home being cordially invited to be pre­
sent.

Geese, per lb....
■ Chickens, each

Pigeons, per brace............■...............
Grouse, per brace..........................
Duck, Mallard, per brace............ ..

Fruits—Calfornia apples, per lb. ...
Eastern apples, per lb...................
Létnons, California, per doz....... 25@35
Bananas, per doz............. 1...............  20@25
Pears, per lb..................................... 3@4
Grapes, per lb...................................  10@12
Cranberries, per lb..........................  10@15
Oranges, Australian, per doz......... 40@50
Japanese oranges, per doz...

Fish—Salmon, spring, per ib..
Halibut, per lb..............
Rock Cod, per lb..........
Smoked Salmon, per lb
Herring, per lb.................
Haddock, Finnan, per lb

Bloaters, per lb...................
Eastern oysters, per tin......

15@20
50@75
50@60

1 00
75@1 00

5
5

65
10@12
10@12

8@10Î 20
Mr. Stevens next made an attack on 

the assessor, saying he did not know his 
business. He seconded Mr. Grant’s 
resolution.

Mr. Chandler objected strongly to the 
latter part of the resolution relating to 
the appointment of another assessor, and 
moved that this part of it be struck out. 
In this he was seconded by Mr. George 
Deans. Mr. Sears also objected to the 
latter part of the resolution as being too 
personal, and this seemed to be the 
general opinion as Mr. Chandler’s amend­
ment was carried, and the resolution so 
amended passed. The meeting then ad­
journed.

12@15
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HIGHBINDER TROUBLES.

Have You Ever Tried?San Francisco, Dec. 29.—Chinatown 
is again in the throes of a Highbindets’ 
war. Yesterday the body of Lee Hoy 
was found suspended from a rafter in a 
vacant house on Stockton street. The 
man had been stabbed back of the ear 
before being .hanged. A few minutes 
before 1 o’clock yesterday i 
ing a number of " men helo

Have you ever tried to dye over your 
castoff garments?

Thousands in Canada answer “Yes, and 
very successfully, too.” To those who have 
not attempted the work we would say, 
“ There is money in it if you use the Dia­
mond Dyes.”

Olddrësses, mantles, jackets,coats, cants, 
and vests, and other articles of wearing ap­
parel can easily be recreated and made fit 
for wear at a trifling cost. Ten cents ex­
pended for some fashionable color of the 
Diamond Dyes will save you several 
dollars. This wonderful transformation 
and money-saving work can only be done 
perfectly by using the Diamond Dyes. Ask 
your dealer for them ; be sur» you refuse 
all substitutes.

,morn- 
nging

to the Chinese society of Bow On Tong, 
waylaid and killed Jom Jing, a promi- 

W nent ^ow 0° Tong man on Jackson
^ A ' street, between Dupont and Stockton.
\ A W É B M > B All the assassins escaped, and so far

1 B — 1^ there is little clue to their identity. The
■ I V. Cm 1E™ police believe the highbinder war has

* W I BJIfHI»* br°ken out afresh, and accordingly a
Hood's Pills cure nausea, strk head’ehe, * * ' ^ guard was placed upon the consulate

indigestion, biliousness. All druggists. '25c.' | For Tahls and Dz'.ry, Purest ai d Best last night.

ii
’ *1

;*3;Ask your grocer forThe Whole Story.
Of the great sales attained and .great cures ac­
complished by Hood’s Sarsaparilla is quickly 
told. It purifies and enriches the blood, tones 
the stomach and gives strength and vigor. 
Disease cannot enter the system fortified by 
the rich, red blood which cornea by taking 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla.
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i’estminster—Min- 
Vrrangements 
■ DoWu.

iscliarged to Make
Government
irter.

I Correspondent.)
—Peter Grant has 
ctor of customs at <sr"

,s purchased a $10,-

has leased Sir John 
tdence.
keeper for the pub- 
rot, has been die- 
ray for one of the

■—The fisheries de­
ll that a Newfound- 
boees to exploit the 
B Labrador coast, 
bf Ottawa intends to 
Ise to the Dominion 
tng for a new finan- 
litb the city. Com- 
leen sent to the prin- 
I empire, and the re-
I to help the Ottawa 
fee strong replies were 
ly council from Lon- 
Inburgh respectively, 
re expected shortly
II the South African

;e of the council of 
! Association has de- 
I one set of plans for 
building as coming 

ments of the condi- 
rds appearance and

to-night presented a 
boy, Douglas Lyon, 

>r attempting to save 
B in the Rideau canal

does not propose to 
inducements to Ar- 
Canada, and has re- 

irial authorities that 
nation existing, and 
late is unsuitable for

nisters are in Mon- 
iing the banquet to

•0 ENGLAND.

.—It is reported in 
a representative of 

hnent will go to Eng- 
B a conference witli 
brities regarding the 
bps in Quebec in ex­
organ of the Liberal 

bred here among the 
lo be more advisable 
the English govern- 
ling to Rome.

ARDINAL.

[The statements pub- 
l of the possibility of 
bhbishop Corrigan to 
B pronounced by the 
B to be pure guess 

will be known deli­
ct until the next con- 
take place at Easter, 
has been quoted on 

nnsignificant newspa- 
l is no authority on

A
ME CLOWN,

ec. 29.—Lansing W. 
red the distinction of 
oldest living clowns, 

be Philadelphia alms- 
but 75 years of age. 
Bancker was perhaps 
blown in the country, 
bpelled him to make 
pr house.

63.—Mrs. Astle, wife 
out 55 years of age, 
h to-night. She was 
se, and when her 
Bhe found the woman 

of the stairs with a 
her side. She was 
st recognition. Mr. 
at Port Huron, Mich.
I 28.—This was the 
bmen’s strike, and it 
from settlement as 
a fortnight ago.

:ths.
kholme/’ Rockland av- 
ost., the wife of Alan S. 
Lighter,

2Mh, 1*%, at “ Kelston 
d. \ ictoriH. Britisn Col- 
John Gerhard Tiarks, of

l the 28th inst.. the wife 
orter (of the Occidental
r.

RIED

the residence of Mr, 
venue, on December 2t’ 

Cleaver, William 
lire, England, to Emma 
isteignton, Devonshire 
of Richard Back, Ken-

24th December, at the 
1 Church, by the Right 

I, Lieut. Sampson Sladen, 
L swan, son of colonel 
S-ai Artillery, of Ripple 
IFanny Harriet, eldest 
ate Lieut, (ieorge Bayer

;d.

hi the 23rd inst., Jane, 
pn Deat-y, eldest daugb- 
rd, of Lyttou, ti.C.. aged

lywnrd avenue, Spring 
luard, beloved wife of 
lb of Strawberry Vale, 
Iths.

UTIONS—To persons of 
ability. Ageuts, Book- 
rs’ sons, Lawyers, Me- 

Preaehers, Students* 
len, Widows. .Positions 
to fJ.OOO 00 per annum, 
of our canvassers $00.00 
y ha\e started poor and 

Particulars 
y expected.
, Manager. Toronto, Ont
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