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" rHERE REFORM BEGINS.

The Times ahug;ld not, forget its’ good

umers. 167 ought to remember that
who differ with it ‘in' opinion are

those

ot necessarily fools: or bigots.  And if |

v should be so dnfortunate as to be-
Jung to those classes there is no necessity
;. 1ts giviag its opinion. of them in so
punt a way.  Civility costs nothing, and
.y who are wise and liberal-miuded
51 w their superisrity by the breadth of
tir views and  the sounduess of their
.«uments, and not by the hard words

the;

they use.

b’ Our contemporary, we think, be-
tays some confusion of thought in
i,s' criticism  of our  article ‘on the
parerous Class. It evidently forgets
shat principle it Isid down and what it

out to prove, in trying” to show its

Laders where Teform ought to begin.
1 endeavored to prove that the two mil-
lions of illiterates, to  whom Dr. Cook
Jiuded in his lecture, 'might safely be
sllowed to remain in their ignorance, and
that the reform should begin with those
who use the illiterates to serve their own
«lfish purposes. Our reply was in effect
that the better way would be to enlighten
the iznorant and then the -demnagogues,
laving no material to work upon, would
gissppear.  We reminded our contem-

v that this is what statesmen and
thropists everywhere are trying

«» do. The Times with characterstic
cuility, says that THE CoLONIsT, by taking
his stand, proves itself to be a fool or a
bizot. 1f this is so the advocates of pop-
uiar education, and those who are every-
where laboring to enlighten aud elevate
the masses, are fools and bigots. The
world, we are pleased to say, is not of
this opinion.

\We said, moreover, that the-men who
try to use the illiterates are themselves
iliterate. This our contemporary denies,
wid asks if Boss Tweed was, and if Boss
Buckley is, an ignorant man. We do
it know much about the antecedents of
these two bosses, but we are quite sure
that neither of them could be placed
v the category of  church-guing
ad college-educated scoundrels, whom
it denounced so emphatically. We
are pretty sure that these bosses and
the men they used to manipulate the
" illiterates,” were and are ignorant men.
The boodle aldermen of New York, who
inund it necessary to sojourn in Canada
fuor a while, were none of them models of
culture or piety. Aud the heelers and
ward politicians who make the aldermen
are, as far as ecducation is concerned,
hardly to be distinguished, except by the
clothes they wear and the cigars they
smoke, from the illiterates who form the
uaterial on which they work. 1f they
belonged to a higher grade morally and
mtellectually, they would not be
the crowd whom
X employed  to influence.
The demagogue hss, inall ages, possessed
the sume qualities and characteristics.
He must be, or he must place himself, on
the sune plane as regards feelings and
irejudices, and intelligence generally, as
the men he desires to lead. Shakespeare,
wio knew more about human nature than
ay man who ever lived, gives us, in
Jack Cade, a life-like portrait of a dema-
Here is one of his speeches :

understood by
ey are

wzue.

**Thou has most traitorously corrup‘ed
tw youth of the realm in erecting a
wammar school ; and whereas, before,

orefathers had no other books but
tic score and tally, thou hast caused
printing to be used; and, coutrary
t the king, his crown and dig-

v, thou hast built a paper
will. Tt will be proved to thy face that
thou hast men about thee that usual'y
lk of a nounand a verb and such
abnninable words as no Christian ear can

lure to hear. Thou hast appointed

tices of the peace, to ‘call poour men

ore them about matters they were
it able to answer. Moreover, thou hast
put them in prison; aud because _they
could not read thou hast hanged them;
when, indeed, only for that cause they
have been most worthy to live. Thou
dost ride on a foot-cloth, dost thou not 2”

‘“What of that?” -

* Marry thou oughtest not to,let thy
horse wear a cloak when honester men
than thou go in their hose and doublets.”

talk

There have been some changes
since Jack Cade’s time in the demagogue;
hut they have been superticial. He is in
lature and character the same as ever he
Was.  Our contemporary contends that
reform should begin at the top. Moral
reforms do not travel downwards in that
way. Improvement begins among the
“asses, the poor and the lowly, and
avels upwards.  That is how Christian-
¥ began, and every moral reform that
v world has seen since has had its
‘"Auamong the **common people.” Puri-
“tism did not begin at the
neither did the moral revol-
by John  Wesley
senece among the cultivated classes.

he reform, which our contemporary
l-"," s of and desires, will when it
not begin at the top and work

it will like the other mioral re-

> gt its start from below and the
"t oves of the earth will be the last
vel its effects,
law of human progress, fof he in-
ively addresses himself to the in-
Provement of the masses. e takes a
toarse the very oppusite of that which

top of

lety,

1 initiated

The reformer is aware

¥ y a8

‘ ' During  the ten days
orso of fog, communication between Na-
naimo and Vancouver has been frequent
jand regular, while that between Victoria
and Vancouver has been: slow and
irregular.| Conséquently our contempor-
ary advocates that mails and passengers|

tri
that

be sent. hereafter ‘via Nanaimo. The|dent of the Board of Praderis at present

Neows-Advertiser évidently did not even
suspect that in condemniug the sea route
between Victoria and. Vancouver it was
strikiog a deadly blow at the importance
of Vancouver as & commercial port — for
the route which it condemns is the route
which ships must take to reach the harbor
of Vancouver. ' If that route is fo'

absent in England. - If he wére here the
explanation, which tlie’ Empire’s corres-
pondent says is in order, would be quickly
fortheoming. ;

T
BADLY BEATEN,

The defeat of the Republicans is even

more di

for the steamers that ply between the
two cities, it i8- equally nnsafe: for all
ships aailing from or bound to the port ‘of
Vancouver. If the pilots of the daily
steamers, who know every turn and wind-
ing of the channels, every island rock
in the strait and gulf, are not to be
trusted to make daily trips by the sea
route, how are larger ocean-going ships to
be piloted through its intricate channels ?
Our contémpofary, to be _consisteat,
should advocate Victoria being made the
ocean terminus of the Canadian Pacific,
and all other transcontinental railways
that enter the Province of British Colum-
bia. That port is near the ocean, and is
easy of access in all kind® of weather.
The Sound boats made 'regular trips
during the time the fog lasted. One of
them met witn an accident, but it was not
in British Columbia waters; whereas the
Abyssinia found great difficulty in reach-
ing the sea, during the' thick weather,
from Vancouver.

The News-Advertiser should have beef®
more careful. - When trying te get a sly
slap at Victoria, it had not giscemmenc
enopgh to see that it struck Vancouver a
serious blow.  If we had directed atten-
tion to the disadvantages of Vancouver
as an ocean port, the Advertiser would
have directed its tremendously heavy
artillery against us and would have done
its best utterly to demolish us. But it
has turned its guns against its own town,
and if damage is done it will have no one
but itself to blame.

Our. contemporary, no doubt, imagines
that it is wonderfully sly in admitting the
claims of Victoria %o be the political cap-
ital of the province in"the-following pon-
derous sentence :

¢ Furthermore, as Victoria is the poli-
tical capital (an arrangement which we
do not desire to see changed, since it is
easy to give many reasons which make it
not undesirable to have the Governmen-
tal and legislative departments in a spot
retired and outside the influence of the
great commercial tide which surges in
the mainland cities), it is of great im-
portance that the more populous portions
of the provinc: should be within easy
and speedy range of communication
with it.”

**Outside the influence of the great
commercial tide which surges in the
Mainland cities” is good. If any one
wants to know where the great commer-
cial tide of this provirice surges he need
only consult the customs returns. He
will find that in the year ending June
30th, 1889 the exports of the province
were thus divided :—-

Island (ities. Mainlard Cities.

Victoria $1,927.931 Vancouver $518,562
Nanaimo..... 1,851,419 New West'mr.. 36,394

As regards the import trade, the re-
cord for the same year is as follows :
Island Cities. Mainland Cities.

Victoria . #. .$2,862,803 Vancouver....8443,759
Nanaimo 300,016 New Westm'r. 155,56 9

These figures show where the surge is
and where it is not. Victoria has the
lead in commerce,and the indications are
that she will keep it. We have no wish
to boast of the Island’s commercial gu-
premacy, but when Victoria is sneered at
and disparaged by the News-Advertiser,
we think it right to show how senseless
itis, and to publish the facts as they
stand on the official records.

— e g

OUR NEGLECTED COAST.

The Ottawa ‘correspondent of the
Toronto Empire, writing under date
October 30th, states:—

" *“In a recent letter to the Minister of
Public Works, the president of the Brit-
ish Columbia Board of Trade detailed a
number of alleged grievances under which
the Pacific province labored through lack
of departmental action. One point men-
tioned was the continuous disregard by
the Marine Department of requests from
the board to provide lights, beacons and
buoys on the coast of Vancouver Island,
particularly north of Nanaimo. When
the attention ‘of Hon. Mr. Tupper was
called to the. statement he had the
records of the department searched for
thw past five years, and not a single com-
munication on the matter in question was
found to have been received from the
Britieh Columbia board. The only per-
son who had made a sugvestion bear-
ing on the puint was Mr. Gordon, M.P.
An explanation from the British Column-
bia board is now in order.”

The Ewpire’s correspondent must have
been misinformed or the records of the
Marine Department must be very care-
lessly kept, for we are ‘assured that the
Boerd of Trade has, both in its reports
and its communications, repeatedly

directed the attention of the Department

than was at first reported.

Republican papersnowadinit thatthere will
be a Democratic majorityinthe next Hotise
of over 130.  Tue Republicans are com-
pletely disheartened.  Some of them try
to explain their defeat by saying that, the
present being an off year, local and per-
sonal issues had undue prominence. This
might account for a few losses’ here and
there, but a defeat so geveral niust have
!md a cause quite as general. TIi6cal dis-
contents and disappointments could no:
have converted a wajority inté” a small
minority. 4

The people of the United States are

evidently not pleased with the Repub-
lican policy. They do not like the new
tariff.  They do not believe in the Force
Bill which aims to give the Federal Gov-
ernmenc control of the elections in the
different States. They disapprove of the
wasté of the public money in fraudulent
peusicns.
condemn the extravagant expenditure
that converted the surplus into a deficit.
It is clear, too, that they are disappointed
in the President.
than they believed him to be.
shown that he has
that he has placed himself cowpletely
in the hands
and the men
Treasury. All these things combmed
helped to defeat the Republicans, but the
general opinion seems to be that the chief
cause of the rout in all parts of the Union
except the extreme west was the Me-
Kinley tariff.

And it is evident that they

He is a smaller man
He has
no policy, and
of the office seekers
who raid the Federal

Major McKinley himself was defeated,

but not 1n a square fight. His district
had been gerrymandered so as to make it
sure for thie« Democrats; bat in " spite ot
the gerrymander he was within an ace of
being
business
parties: do it, and each condemns it in
‘the other. A comstituency gained by such
a trick does not really strengthen a party.
Whether McKin'ey won or lost, his elec-
tion would make very little difference in
the general result.
looked upon as an ill-used man, and as
such is in a position tv do the Democratic
Party much more harm thaa if he formed
one of the minority in the House of
Representatives.

elected. This gerrymandering

is mean and unfair. Both

McKinley is now.

The moral effect of the Republican de-

feat is likely to last.
if the Democrats act with ordinary pru-
dence, continue to be felt until after the
next Presidential election.

Its influence will,

—_——

AN INTOLERANT MAJORITY.

The

majority in the legislature of the

Northwest Territories are pursuing a
singular course.
the leadership of Mr. Haultain, have
undertaken to boycott the minority.
They have apparently determined, as
far as they can, to prevent them taking
any part in the proceedings of the
Assembly.
motion or measure moved or introduced
by a member of the minority to be con-
sidered by tBe House. They kill it out-
right in the initiatory stage.
how the Calgary Herald describes this

Its members, under

They will not allow any

Here is

unique boycott :
* When Mr. Haultain, Mr. Cayley and

the majority say they have decided out-
side the Legislature not to permit the
representatives from Red Deer, Prince
Albert, Regina and Wulseley to take any
part in legislation, that they intend to

vote down any and every proposition

emanating from those representatives
without regard to its merits, that they
will cast out without discussion and by
sheer strength of numbers und brute
force every resolution, bill, or - request
proceeding
whether the proposed measure is for the
benefit of the Territories or not, they are
striking a blow at popular rights and
electoral rights and at the system of
responsible Government such as

never before been struck in Canada.”

from them, no matter

has

We are not surprised at the Herald’s

indignation.
jority has seen fit to pursue is one that,
if generally practiced
would utterly destroy the usefulness of
deliberative bodies.
pride themselves on the rights accorded
to minorities.
and so important that, if exercised with-
out judgment and without moderation,
business can be obstructed and brought
to a standstill.

The course which the ma-
by majdrities,
British legis!atures

Those rights are so many

Even when British

minorities do make a factious use of

their privileges, the majorities resort to
restrictive measures with
tance.

great reluc-
The *“closure ” is not a British

1- {majority'in denying th
cate, easier vr safer. It is to be hoped
now that the Department is‘aware
‘of how'little ‘has - boen “dotie, towards:
lighting and buoying so long a stretch-of
coast, the ‘yery wurgent need will be
before long' - supplicd. - "The Presi-

: tie pei
everywhere accorded
8 itu ioual législature L
‘The members named, it “appears, form
‘the Lisut.-Governor's Adyisory ‘Council.
It may be that asthey have 'not ‘been
selected according to the principles of
responsible government, the majority of
‘the Legislatare take the way which the
Heald describes 8o graphically to assert
‘their right to havé the advisersuf the
Goveruor selected frum among  them-
selves. ' A vote of want of confidence
and thestoppage 'of the supplies is the
ordinary way which mujyrifies take to
express, their disapproval of' the ‘acts of
the government.
Legislature is iit’ a somewhat anomalous
position with regard to financial matters.
The greater part of the nioney hecessary
for the public service™in the Territories is
supplied by the Dominion Government.
Naturally, the General Government
wishes t0 have a voice in the expenditure
of ita 4wn'money. This the majority of
the Legislature do not believe in. ~ They
assert their right to hold the strings of
the public purse, and this, we® pr sume,
is the cause of the very pecaliar
action/ . of  thal  majority. They
caunot stop the supplies, but they can
ignore the existence in the Legislature of
the members of the Advisury Couueil,
and they. therefore taks that course. But
the Territorial Legislature is a body with
limited powers. = A territory is ‘supposed
to be under pupilage, and the privileges
of self-government that its inhabitants
enjoy are extended rather as a matter of
favor than of right.  Would it not be
better for the Legislature to accept the
situation and do their best to have
proviuces established which could, with-
out question, exercise all the rights and
powers extended to provinces by the
constitution? * The tyrannical powers of
the majority which are now exercised is
a bad discipline for self-government, and
may be taken as a precedent when cii-
cumstances do not afford even the shadow

of a justification.
—_————

AN “UNIEVTELL[GIBLE” THEORY.

It is amusing to see that the disciples
of Henry George invariably accuse any-
oue who does not accept their master’s
theories of not beirg able to :tnderstand
them, or of no$ having read his works.
No matter who the objectur way he, or
what his abilities and oppu.: uuities, the
Georgeites try.to break the torce of his
criticisins by saying in effect that he does
not know what he is talking about. It
seems to us that the very opposite is the
icase. It is not likely, for instance, that
a man like Dr. Cook, who, if he were not
a conscientious critic, has a reputation to
sustain, would undertake to condemn
Henry George's system before he had
studied it carefully, and was perfectly
satistied that his_ objections to it were
just and well jgrounied. Common
prudence would 'suggest this course, for,
if he criticized the George system with-
out understanding it, nothing could be
| easier than to expose his ignorance.
| Our own experience is, that the great
majority of those who express themselves
favorable to George’s theories have not
studied George’s works for themselves,
but have obtained their information at
second hand from persons whose know-
ledge of the single-tax  gystem
was by no means perfect. Many of
these persons, when they are told
what George’s system really means, are
either surprised or incredulous. They
have no idea that the system is based on
the principle of making the land of the
céuntry the property of the state, and
that the means to effect that end is to
deprive every landholder in the country,
whether his property is a town lot or an
estate of one hundred thousand acres;” of
his land, and that without compensation.
They have a hazy notion that single tax
means taxing unimproved land heavily
and taxing improvements lightly or not
at all. - When they are convinced that
Henry George’s system means contisca-
tion, the greater number of them cease to
be Georgeites. Yet, when the apostles of
single tax boast of the converts. that have
been made to George's system, they in-
clude those who have given a kind of con-
sent to his theory without understand-
ing its full scope or its real nature.

We question if the apustles themselves
have any real uoderstanding of the sys-
tem, or have the slightest idea how it
would work. 'They have read George’s
works, and have swallowed all he has said
for gospel. | They seem not to be
able to distinguish what is fact and
argument in those works from what
ris unsupported assertion or mere de-
clamation or confident- prediction.
Carried away by the charm of George’s
style and delighted with the promises he
makes,.they do not stop to enquire how
much of what they read is according to
sound reason, or how much of it an
honest man ought to accept. Although
George’s style is delightfully smooth and
clear, it requires a man who possesses an

£0 membets qf»(i:n;l‘lf

‘But ‘the Territorial

has spokert ten minu e8 or written half<a
‘dozen patngraphs, gets iffvolved in a maze’
of assertions an@l contradictions ‘that be-
‘wilder both himself and his readers, or
his audience.” ‘Gonisequontly the greater
number of ‘thent deal in'declamation and
abuse, and leave t!;QVGéb,rgeinn system to

ke care ofitaelf. 0% ]

We are surprised that they fail to’
Lunderstand  Goorge's Teasoning. | Abler
ety than the general run of the converts
to the single-tax theory find George in:
comprehensible.” We see that this is the
objection which onu of the'editors of ' the
New York Herald, admitted t6 e one of
the most ‘able jeurnals in the  United
States, makes to George’s theories. - This
i8 what he says:

Mr. Henry (eorge has a panacea
which he:presents with engaging rhetoric
and wnich commands the respect due. to
whatever emanates from a gentleman of
sincerity and character. Mr. George
would tax” nothing - but land. The
trouble with this theory 1s THAT IT 18
HARDLY INTELLIGIBLE and, if we under-
stand it at all, it weans a prolonged and
universal war. Weg had a fight of four
years totake the slaves from their mas-
ters, we shouli have to fight ' many more
‘to take the land from its owners.  For
this reason we have never regarded the
plan of Mr. George as within ‘the range
of peaceable statesmanship.” *

If & man of much more than average
ability, and whose mind ‘has been well
disciplined, finds Henry George’s theory
**bardly intelligible” how are persons
who have neither his ability nor his in-
tellectual training to comprehend it 7 .

kg SE L
A PROPOSITION.

- The McKinley tariff is we see very
fully discussed in the English newspapers.
The manner in which it affects Canada is
commented upon in various ways. The
manly and cheerful tone adopted by Sir
John Macdonald, and the other Dominion
Ministers who have spoken on_the ques-
tion, is mentioned with admiration. The
British Protectionists and Fair Traders
have availed themselves of the opportu-
nity which the discussion of the trade
policy of the United States alforded them
to publish their views. Among pthers who
have written letters to the Times on the
subject, is Mr. W, Farrer Ecroyd., That
gentleman believes that the McKinley
tariff will inflict serious " injury on the
trade of Great Britain, as well as on that
of the Dominion of Canada. In his let-
ter he makes a proposition, which he be-
lieves will make up to Great Britain and
Canada for the loss of the United States
trade, and, at the same time, give the
Americaus a taste of their own policy of
exclusion. This is a, trade’ arrangement
between the Colonies aud Great
Britain. This is his proposal :

““ We ought, therefore, in my opingpn,
to say to our colonies and dependencies,
¢ We freely accord henceforth a pr.feren-
tial treatment equal to 15 per cent. ad
valorem to your food products and man-
ufactures (i, is not in our power to do so
in regard to the, raw materials of our
great industries) over those of protec-
tionist foreign nations. We drive uo
bargain with you, but we invite you to
accord a like advantage to our manufac-
tur-s and food products, and those of all
other portions of the empire, over those
of protectionist foreign uations. Adopt
or maintain in each colony such fiscal
arrangements as you deem most suitable,
If, in any case, you admit our manufac-
tures duty free, we invite you to impose
a duty of 15 per cent. on the like foreign
manufactures ; if, in another instance,
you charge 20 per cent. on our produc-
tious, we invite you to charge 35 per
cent. on those of foreign nations.’

‘* Such a policy involves no system of
retaliation or tariff warfare. It does not
say to the United States, ‘ You have tried
to stifle our exports to you by the impo-
sition of enormous duties on our manu-
factures ; we revenge ourselves hy impns-
ing the like duties on your yrain and
cheese, your bacon and lard, your live
and dead meat.” On the contrary, it is
a policy calm, temperate, uniform, and
permanent, designed to develop the re-
sources of our own vast dominions, and
to make them the primary field of
our investments and source of our sup-

lies.

*¢ Whilst, however, no place can be
found, in a souud and permanent policy,
for blind passion and retaliation, a lim-
ited sphere may justly be assigned to the
principle’ of reciprocity. We might per-
haps wisely so far break the unifermity
of the system I have sketched out as to
give to those foreign nations who imposed
lu no case a Higher duty than 15 per
cent upon our manufactures the same
preferential tfeatmwent as that propised
to be accorded to our colonies.. This
would meet the case of nations like China
and Turkey, whose fiscal policy is a lib-
eral one, and might perhaps induce some
others to follow their example.

* On the other hand, we might try to
draw a rough boundary line between
revenue duties and protectionist duties
by laying down the rule that any colony
imposing a duty of 30 per cent. or more
upon any of our manufactures should be
excluded from the preferential treatment
accorded to the rest.”

There are no doubt many in Canada
who would cheerfully accept this proposi-
tion. A British discriminating duty on
breadstuffs and provisions in their favor
many would regard as a very great boon.

|James Bay,

| |HARBOR ENCROACHMENTS.
To xHE EniTok ;. In a former lstter to

you under this heading, [’ anticipated

that" the attention' of ithe authorities

‘mentioned - are atill going on, and that in
 the face of the noﬁeemgnmi'shéd

4 short time ago, forbidding any person |
encroaching on. the foreshore of any part
of this province. . I have
sent to me from Ottawa, by  Col, Prior,

LP., (who interes'ed . himself in this
matter at my request), stating that My
Adam’s application to build was refused,
and that he had been notified t that
effect.  Mr, Adams has ioformed me that
two persons. liere hsve given him permis-
-sion. to build and-to take no notice of any
other. person.

still building out, in spite of the govern-
ment notice, and the fact mentioned in

Col. Prior’s letter to me, I think it wou'd
bs in' order for some one hay-
ing auchority - to _demand. = the
names of the . two  persons, so
that any persn would know whom to
apply tu for permission to build if they
should get such an opportunity to do as|
Mesars. Adams & Porter have done, viz.:
purchase about twen'y square feet 'of
land in two sections nearly three hundred
feet apart, and through that claiming a
a piece of land covered by the tide 360
feet long by 120 feet deep, and the privi-
lege of building a  wharf out 20 feet
further, and which, in the opinion of
several influential citizens, does or should
belong to. the city, the same as James
Bay, more especially as the city council
propose to apply for extension of city
limits, which extension, I believe, in-
cludes the whole of the bay, a portioa of

hich the encroachments arp going on.

r. Adams has already piled out about
80 feet beyohd high water, and ho has
declared his intention to build out to 140
feet beyond high water mark. I wonder
what the citizens of Victoria would dJo if
any person had applied .for and rgceived
parmission to build cut on the flats 140
feet in front of the Douglas property,

*imuld be called to this question and some |-
action  taken, ‘but’ the encroaghmouts|

bl by the |-
authority of the Provincial' Government |

also a leter|

If that iy sp, and he.is|.
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and erect a two hundred and
fifty dollar grist mill and other disreputa-
ble shanties with the “olil lumber and
rubbish-taken from the old Rook Bay
bridge, which Mr. Adams intends d ing.
I rather think some action would b é,ken
at once, and it would be the same ih this
case if the property mentivned was as
much in the sight of the public, but being
in a neighborhood where there is but
little traflic at present is the only reason,
I believe, that Messrs. Adams & Porter
are allowed to do as they are now doing.
T. PaMPHLET.

COAL MINING INDUSTRY.

The story is one that will
hold the interest of the reader
from the very beginning.
The plot is well sustained
throughout, there ‘are many
dramatic incidents, and the
story is, in all respects, up
to a very high standard of
6xcellence.“ e

To rrE Eprror :—Editorial matter in
the Nanaimo Free Press is, as a common
thing, conspicuous by its ahsence ; but
the issue of that very dull paper of the
4th inst. contains a *‘leader” on coal
mining industry of the quack medicine
advertisement variety, pufing up Mr.
Samuel M. Robins, telling of the won-
drous works he has wrought. - Now, re-
markable to relate, with four times
the capital at command the company ever
had befoP® he came to Nanaimo, and with
nowfa-days an ever ready market, he has
increased the production and sale of coal
at-the Nanaimo mines, coal found, by the
by, and almost ready for mining before
Mr. Robins set foot in the provi-ce !
Whoever wrote the *¢leader Js either
woefully ignorant or wilfully misleading
in the matters he intends ‘to elucidate,
The tigures given by the Free Press show,
it' is true, the capabilities of the coal
seams of Vancouver Island, but no one,
surely, who resided in  Nanaimo
in 1884 is so green as to for-
get "that it was in that year tw) new

il il

THE DEATH OF MB. WILCOX.

mines were opened out ; one, the big
shaft, where coal was struck in 1823, and
the other, the Southfield mive, startzd a
short time previously. With such re-
sources .and opportunities in the fore-
ground, it would, indeed, have been
‘“ matter of astonishment ”” if the ‘* far-
seeing and energetic superintendent” did
uot grasp a splendid situation which was
staring him 1n the face.
East WeLLiNgTON.

THE GROUNDING OF THE ABYS-
SINIA.

To THE EbpITOR :—I‘, a8 a reader of
your valuable paper, have seen the report
of the steamship Abyssinia taking the
ground about Vaucouver, and also heard
the report of the” diver who examined
her bottom after the accident, and I beg

to state that it is impossible and im-
practicable to survey any iron vessel
under water@aud testify to her being n a
sea-worthy condition after grounding. I
know, as well as do many others who are
acquainted with the building and repair-
ing of iron vessels, that they don’t show
their strained parts but very littl$ out-
side, even when very badly sttained, un-
less dinted with rock or any other hard
bottom, and then less outside than in-
side, as neither the cement or keelsons,
or intercostals, or heads of rivets, or
hold beam arms and pillars can be got at
until the cargo is discharged and the ves-
sel put in dry dock. The ceiling hatches
are then lifted in the bottom and the
surveyors can then see if the cement is
cracked, which isfthe first warning ; and,
if 80, there are certain spots marked for
cutting out cement to examine rivet
heads, which are either broken or found
slack. Then the beam pillars and beam
arms are examined, which are found with
broken or slack rivets. With the ex-
perience I have had in iron ship building,
as well as the management of one of the
largest graving docks in Caleutta for
eleven years, carrying on all clasges of
repairs to iron ships, I have never seen a
vessel of the length of the Abyssinia
after grounding (even on a sand-bed in

Wheéther or not the manufacturers would
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