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BRITAIN AROUSED!
The Brit people bave _seldom been
#¢'n in 50 bellicose a state of feeli

.
" are to-day. And this does no
m any alters

tion of the Gsual 3
tat bas prevailed amoogst them—prefer
o€ pesce to war—bat from the fact that
ti= conviction has got abroad that Russian
divlomacy bas become but another pam-
for deception, and that England has been
bg fooled Jong enough byit. The gradual
2ad stealthy spproaches that have been
m yde by Russia in the direction of India
are not of recent origin. Almost as soon as
the great war with that WO WET
huving its chief seat of saction in
Ce Crimea, was at an eod, steps
were tapken in  the direction indweated,
1] now there are not many furlongs inter-
vening between the Russian outposts and
t2ose that have been occupied by the ally
eud dependent of England —the State of
Afghanistan. The latest news from that
point sbows that there Las been a prede-
temined effcrt 1o bri

ng on a rupture.
Whether it has been premsturely done
time has yet 1o disclose, but it r iy be sur.
sed that the preparations on the

tion of very

Hussia arein a
completeness, ard that we may
of surprising developments at the
fipotier. To meet this state of t

Jittle else has been doue on the partof ¥
Jand than for Mr. Gladstone to re-
ceive with pleasure the assurances on the
pert of Russia of continued esteem, and of
the most earnest desire to continue on terms
{ the closest amity and goodwill These
assurances Lave been the topic of ridicule
iz all parts of the world, except within the
rapks of the Gladstone administration
@ven the comparatively uninformed
ublic have been l'm'him.ut them for
mths past, while the “Grand Old Man”
s been living in a species of ““fool’s
paradise "—hoping that ““better counsels
might prevail”—and all tha$ ponsense.
‘I'he only good thing that Mr. Gladstoue
seems 1o bave done has been to send Lord

yufferin to the proximate scene of action.
Aud it has been owing to his endeavors,
n consequence of his advice in respect of
tefensive preparations on the part of the
Ameer, that the Russians are not

kicking their heels within the wxalls
f - Afghanistan to-day. But  the
regept attack on an Afghan outpost—
which seems to have been done without

aby provocation—has servea to stimulate

ven Mr. Gladstone to a sense of the in-
evitable. He has spoken in tones which for
him are of the most menacing kind. It
would bave been well if be had uttered his
recent words many weeks ago, when he
wag pottering over inereased representation,
thus trifling with the gravest interests of
tHe nation while attending to matters that
were of a sentimental kind, and not of
any immediate importanee.  But the leader
of the Liberal Government has found cut

his mistake. May it be that he is pot toc

lstein his discovery! And while he bas
een at last aroused to the true condition
»f aflawrs the people at large are fairly up
in arms, and seem to be demanding to be
1y cost A reply

fed to batie at

) this condition of fact and feeling is be-
ng at last met by warlike preparatioas on
& very extended scale As force coupled to
pirigue has at last to be met iu the tield,

& well that there is to be no more pot-

tering and humbugging over it. The

t loss will be the smalles der such

ircumstances. Thus, \\'lnlx llx. flects are
io be put in immediate motion, the re
gerves to be called out, furloughs to be
vealled, we may lopk for some wve

nsive demands upon the general popul:
tion to fill the rarks, and thus add

ssiderable numbers to the existing

military forces. It has been for some time
suepected, in m

ny cases openly alleged on

the part of the Conservative statesman of
and, and it will not do to try to o«
duct the complicated affairs of =0 great a

weople, toucking shoulders <t so manj
oints with ther nations, on the principle
playing at being good little boys. If

to be mai

imper:al conditions
m.st be by the use of imperial means

aiped it

And those means have always included

the mainptenance of large and effective

«foroes. One might as well try to teach the

tiger to go to Sunda

yiee mittens on its claws,
wmtion like the Russians in the ¢
vhich Mr. Gladstone seems to haus
wn. The late Lord Beaconsfie!
m much better; and had it not bee
the sickly sentin

fall people, absurd
pgs of Mr. Gladstone hir
attrocita
orces of England would have com
wita those of
and have given the Russian power suc

the so-called Bulgari

Turkey—our ancient

shaking that the present emergency weould

bhave beea postponed for many years to

come. But it may not be too late to com

pel them to take up ground as to their new |

fromiier in Asia (aljoining that of Afgh

stan), in such a way as to relieve the Eng- |

3

lish nation from the apprehension that

mmediate sttack on the outposts of Indis |
are among the present intentions of the 1t

Czar. That such an attemupt will be ulti-
mately made is taken to be altogether cer
tain by those who are able to penetrate
throush lb(' clouds of deceit and pretence

envelope the nationa! action .u'u lest
e But be that as it]
Ity must be met in |

determmation of | !

m a8 will show

world that it | |
{

h peo

and the chances that Eo
ally, has had the effect of s
wheat markets on this side of

wheat from $1.40 to $1 4

The indications st present are for et
prices, and soon as the cc'fu'u'.z_\ A W
with FEoglend and Russia is L
wheat will immediately run wp to wuw
prices—whatever this may be. Th
problem will depend largely upon the

Authegtic repcrts
persons by Cree

wd in all probability
#£1.50 per bushel. During the Russian
war of '54 and '55 this cereal advanced to
$2 a bushel, whereas two yeurs previous
to this it had been as low as 60 cents
However, it can hardly be expeeted that
wheat will make such a suddeo and ab
normal advance now as then, for ne

one-half of the preseat area of w hmx has
»een brought under cultivation since that
time, and in parts of the s
not thought of tb

By the wud of railw

resp >msible for it, by

now grown npearly all over the wo
to-such an extent that the production ap-
pears to be inen

I:AL«, rat X.u !;m from concerted measures

is :\ftrr all lln- (
dian tribes, a shoriness

understandings

f them may proceed
and bloodshed under th
empty stomach?
Middleton has met have left his camp in

eri

in the North-west, t

8
autborities may be warranted in withhold-

wat the Venerable Archbis
Boniface, bas furnished Mr.
, Chairman of the Half-

wmd half-breeds of the

more prompt and thoroughg

' to repair by pacific weans the

that had been don

de St. Just, ant

if he ever used the words

opinion they expressed [t is not or ]\‘ not

appointment of Gen. Mid

west But it must be borne

THE RISE IN WHEAT.

Thenews of iLhe Ruse

mbre

would be an

ileting the

"y L
and in Chicago ew York the price
anced five Cha

cmained ex
ment om and ¥
The f here was advand

wheat

dimensions and hosti J
Under apny conc will
receive an  impetus, i a
prolongec warfare kept 1p
wheat wi be ly higher

in to £1.40 and

orld that were

ycars 4g0

mproved machin

ry, and advauced agrieulture, wheat is

and

ing faster than the popu-

lation.On this account, too,wheat is nearly
all over availahl

nd supplies can be had

at the shortest notice. Whatever may be
the outcome

the war, fabulous prices

need not be expecte dadat the period above
quoted. A farmer now, too, should beé
contended with less, for wheat can be
procured at a far less cost, for by the rapid
strides made in ¢
dry. and the facilities for transit and
marketipg wheat should pay better at

ry branch of husban-

3

$1.40 a bushel now than $2 00 thirty

years ago.

QUIUK DESPATCH
A Manitoba paper observes:—
“Wetrust the situationst the fromt is not so
al as our despatches yesterday indicated.

But it scems a terribly long time to get the
troops on the ground.”

How loug has it been? The newsof the

Duck Lake skirmish resched the Govern -
ment March 28th. The above was written
on the 4th of April. Ofcourse at that time
the air was full of alafming rumors of
fresh outbreaks, and the feelin
people were at high tension. But it was
most absurd Lo suppose that in the

s of nervous

which bad intervened the Government

could send a sufficlent foreq a distance of

1,500 miles to stamp out thefrebeilion. Tn

twelve days, however, this has been done.
There are now 3,000 troops under Gen.

Middleton’'s immediate command, and
wother thoussand on the way. Nothing

ing than this

has ever been done by any Canadian gov-

ernment

RIEL IN ,’l/f, 'OMMONS.

We have received the following inquiry

by post from Delawar

Am I correct in stating that on the motion
Bowell in the Commons for the

ament?
ANSWER,—Yes. The men

Mackenzie Government who voted against

Mr. Bowell's motion to expel Riel from

the House were Messrs. Dorion, Letellier
1 Fournier. These three

Reform Ministers were willing that Riel

should sit in the House #s member for

I

rovencher.

CURRENT TOPICS,
Rays the Montreal Zimes (Grit) :—
“The rebel chief has not forgotten the events
»f fourteen yvears a e
Right! He may well recollect how the
Hon. Ed. Blake

r offefhg £5,000 re-

ward for his capture, kept out of the way

while he (Riel) was in Ottawa, ind did not
lift a finger.acainst him.

The British Columbia Mi

ia are

ill-

ing twice a week in anticipation that their
services may be required by the mother
country. The latest report is that thrze

British war vessels are on the way *from

the Chinese station to British Columbian
waters It was alo lately asserted that a

L 3T
was

fleet was within eighteen days’

sail of the British Pacific Coa

that some of the Mounted
officers are calling in guestion the
ndle

leton to 1

the North-west campaign on the ground
that while experienced enough in scientific

, he is a “‘pilgrim” in the North-

B mind that
has among bis advisers th

lligent and best experienced men
wequainted with froatier life To this he

{ adds the coolness, courage and ready re-

gaer in many
s¢ who are

horsemen of

ny:—We ar

ot of th » who were in favor of sending
uar v ers through the United States
We prefer t 1ependent of any obli-
n 10 a foreign power in such a mat-

and the mere quéstian 6f o few days

lelay is neither here nor there so far as we
can see at present. The passage of our
troops through the Uaited States wil

M have been attenced with risk

good ex- Nwo evil disposed persons mig

ve causxl gre
d therefoie
s in su
the ;

x days

of Louis Riel, three of the Mackenzie-
Blake Cabinet Ministers voted for said Riel to
take his seat ir Pa
ers of the

No doubt the veluntecrs on their way
through  the gaps have suffered

got & little m the weather
But this p of their mission
shouid nrot be exacgerated. Rabid Gis

1 crocodile tears over the

avor, by whining over the
£ Wen, to win the

pathy or arouse the indignation of
eir relatives a1t home. Al this is very
wiong In the first place, it is an impert-

nent ction upoun the physical condition

of the men. assumung 'hat they are ynfit
for the duties of a soldier's life, that a!
littie hardship is likely to use them up, &c. |
Of course, every word of this is lep«‘ﬁml
in the camp of the encmy, who must feel |
greastly stimulated in  their pebellion
by such representations appearing i |
the Globe and kindred journals, We |
have reason to believe that the men ﬂni"
their relatives resent such a form o

wopeal
most strongly, and spit upon the'septiment
that the young men of Canada belonging
to the force are¢ mere feather bed soldiers,
uafit to stand their owa climate, or to en
dare those fatizues of marching which,

hard though they be, are not more than
thousands of our hardy youag fellows go
through every yearm their fishlng and
bunting excursions. The Glode but insults
the physical prowess of the country in thus
belittling and begging sympatuy for the
boys of the battalions. Such white livered

sendiment will not go dowa,

Au independent ¢ mtemporary calls st-
tention to the bill of expense that is to be
incurred in putting down the Riel rising,
and suggests that the Oppoesition should
show no factious spirit on that matter
In the first place, it is admitted by all
parties that the Government must be sus
tained in the campaign against rebels at
whatever cost; and secondly, the Hon. Mr.

Jlake distinctly pledged himself on the
floor of Parliament to support any expense
for arms, men, or transportation for this
wrpose. More than this could hardly be
expected from the Opposition leader on
that p It is felt to bea pity, how-
ever, that he should have almost immedi-
ately afterwards attempted to worry the
administration with a lot of petty, ridicu-
lous, and mischievous questions, with the
seeming design of puzzling and hinder
ing their operations, and of extracting in-
formation which, if answered, could only
result in giving aid to the rebels.

Kingston Whig (Grit):-—— ‘The Waest
Northumberland election occurred yester
day, and Mr. Fuillett, the lately unseated
m(-mbf‘r. was returned to Parljamenst by a
largely increased majority. Unless evi
dence of a terrible bribery and corruption
be forthcoming-—which is quite probable,
the constituency being fairly well ac-
quainted with the Tory agents of im-
purity—the re election of Mr. Guillett
must be accepted as an endorsation, more
or less emphatic, of the Government's
policy.”
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The Midland Railway, of England, now
deals with American passenger luggage on
what is known as the ‘‘check’ system.
Herapath says :—** Experience on the Con-
tinent and in America has shown it to be

an excellent on«, and the working of the ',

past few days on the Midland lends further
corroboration. An adaptation of the sys-
tem might be usefully introduced into ail
our lines,”

Hamilton Spectator: — Jobn Finerty’s
Chicago organ says that the Canadian
troops will be blown sky-high with dyna-

mite if they attempt to go through'the]Unit-

ed States. The Grit organs are very anxi-
ous that the Canadian troops shall go

through the United States. Is ita fair

inference that the Grits thivk the Cana-
dian troops being sent to the front are all

Tories?
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