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From the recorded facte extending 
over nearly three centuries It Is found 
that In 1610 the average height of a 
mail In Europe was 1.76 metres, or, 
say, live feet etx Inches.' In 1820 It was 
five feet five Inches and a fraction. At 
the present time It is five feet three 
Irchw and three-quarters.. It Is easy 
to deduce from these figures a rate’ 
of regular and gradual decline In hu
man stature, and to apply this, work
ing backwards and forwards, to the 
past and the future.

By this calculation It is determined 
that the stature of the first man at
tained the surprising average of six
teen feet nine Inches.. Truly, there 
were giants on the earth In those days. 
The race had already deteriorated in 
the days of Og, and Goliath was quite 

'a degenerate offspring of the giants. 
Coming down to latter times, we find 
that, at the beginning of our era, the 
average height of man was nine feet; 
and, in the time of Charlemagne, it 
was eight feet eight Inches.

' But the most astonishing result of 
this scientific study comes from the 
application of the same Inexorable 
law of diminution to the future. The 
calculation shows that by the year 
4000 A.D. the stature of the average 
man will be reduced to fifteen Inches. 
At that epoch there will be only Lilli
putians on the earth.

And the conclusion of the learned 
statistician is Irresistible, that "then 
the end of thé word will certainly be 
near, for the Inhabitants will become 
so small that they will finally disap
pear from the terrestrial globe."
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We are now able to offer fashionable and exclusive designs in

Ladies’ Tweed Coats,
Smart, high grade garments, worth from $45.00 to $55.00, we offer at

the many, perhaps, whô left the$37.50 ’ You were one of
.

selection of Christmas

And you were tired, .and hurried, and dissatisfied— 
and vowed NEVER AGAIN ! Let us remind you. Let us 
invite you to make a selection now. In spite of the well- 
known difficulty in obtaining goods, our stock in ALL our 
lines is varied and most complete and is the result of many
months’ effort in careful and tasteful buying.

> . <:■

We would like you to see it while it is at its best; and 
it is nq effort for us to show you. " . -

It’s none too soon to do the choosing. We are glad

We also draw your attention to the value of our offering of

Ladies’ Serge Costumes
A well made, good lining and well finished costume, Presents f

That WW Be flpThese would be good value to-day at from $20.00 to $25.00,
to lay aside all selections. 50, 90c., $

The Victor

G. Knowling, Ltd J. Duley & Co1 A hot-headed Irishman accidentally 
insulted an equally hot-headed 
Frenchman, who Insisted on fighting 
a duet The Irishman suggested that 
they should each draw a card from 
a pack, and the one who drew the 
lowest should go Into an adjoining 
room and blow his brains out.

The Frenchman demurred at first, 
but finally fell in with the idea, and 
the two opponents drew out the cards, 
one of which carried death In its 
wake.

The Irishman drew the lowest, and 
retired to a small anteroom to com
plete the tragedy. Presently a loud 
report rang out, and the people ran 
wildly into the anteroom, expecting 
to see Pat a corps*. Instead, he 
came along the passage to meet them, 
and said:

“Begorra, I missed meself!"

nov22,4i,s,tu,th,th The Reliable Jewellers and 
Opficians.

Cashnl'ere S*Kk|i;VOloured & B1 
Wool Socks, JC<*|?ired and Blac

Flette Pyjamas ........................
Cotton Pyjamâ#........................
Silk Shirts......................... ;. .
Silk Handkerchiefs, C.B. .. . 
Silk Handkerchiefs, White, 70 

$2.20, $2.50.
Silk Handkerphiefs, Red .... 
Silk Handkerchiefs, Coloured. 
Motor Gauntlets, lined and unli 
Wool Gloves, Coloured and W1
Cigar Case......................... ..... -
Cigarette Çase, Nickel............
Cigarette Case, feather .... 
Tobacco Pouches . .$1.80. $2.0( 
Military Brushes .. .. $2.40, 
Smoking Sets.
Ash Trays.
Shaving Sets.
Bill Cases, 80c.
Cuff Links .. .
Tie Pin .; .. .
Tie Clips .. " ;.
Eversharp Pen'
Fountain JPens 
Leather: Rett - 
Watch Fobs ..
Watch Chains 
Pipes in Cases 
Wool Sweater Coat . .
White Wool Sweaters 
Walking Sticks .i .. , 
Umbrella .. .. ..

Fire! Fire! Fire! Fire!
Agents for

Fairbanks-!»
Marine Engines

We are now offering the follow
ing goods which were damaged by fire in 
building 
sales. His Last Chance,MARCH CO

A well-known collector of curious 
and relics died soihe time ago. By 
his will he directed that a certain case 
of his specimens were to be given away 
to friends and acquaintances for the 
asking. A belated bachelor friend 
called on the widow, and, after an 
interesting conversation, asked tor a 
relic.

"I am eorry," she replied, "but I 
have nothing to give now."

“Oh, come now, that will do," be 
replied. "Surely you have got some
thing—a mere scrap will do—any
thing for a relic, yon know."

She shook her head doubtfully.
“I'm thinking, sir, there's nothing 

I can give you, unless----- ”
"Unless what?” he cried, eagerly.
“Unless ye tak’ myself," she re

plied.

3 b.p. & 5 h.p,only BUREAUS, 
only WASH STANDS 
only COUCHES, 
MATTRESSES,

Stationary
Engines,

112, 3,6,10 & 12 lip.
with Magneto and 
Kerosene Fittings.

$2.35, 3.60, 4

SPRINGS.
American Saw 
Mill Machinery 

Company,
Planers, Stave Saws, 
Saw Mandarels, etc.

goods BedsteadsOf the above lines of 
and Springs have just arrived, but we are 
marking them very low for quick sales.

If In Doubt,
Ask a Schoolboy

The laetest examination papers 
show that the schoolboy la maintain
ing reputation for humorous Ignor
ance.

Here are a tew of his up-to-date 
“howlera”:—

B.Sc. stands for Boy Scout
A blizzard Is the Inside of a hen.
The Sublime Porte Is a good wine.
Bimonthly means the Instalment 

plan. i
Adam's ale Is the lump In a sign’s

neck.
Conscription Is what Is written on 

a tombstone.
A brute is an Imperfect heaet; man 

is a perfect beast
In India a man out of a cask may 

not marry a woman out of another 
cask.

A man who. looks on the bright side 
of things to called an optimist, hat 
a pianist looks on the dark side, i

An Ibex is where yon look in the 
back part of the book when you want 
to find anything that is printed In the 
front part of the book.

The C. L. March Co., Ltd Xmas Deco
LATHROP MARINE OIL ENGINESComer WATER and SPRINGDALE STREETS

To Make the Horn
Greeting Strings..............
Xmas Bells.........................
Green and Red Festooning
Silver Tinsel....................
V ines Holly........................
Xmas Candy Holders .. .. 
Holly Ribbon .. X .... 
Holly Gum Tape

A. H. Murray & Co., Ltd
St John’s.

( That Reminds Me plained that the oration should only 
take two and a half minutes.

The Doctor reduced the sermon ac
cordingly, and it was arranged that 
when the time was nearly up the op
erator should hold up his hand.

The signal was given, and Dr. Clif
ford concluded his oration. As he did 
so, however he said:.—

“I don’t think that will be too long."
Unfortunately, he spoke before the 

operator could lift the sound-box 
from the wax disc on which the Doc
tor’s words were recorded, and 
part of his remarks were Included.

Consequently, when the record was 
tried it finished thus: “And then, my 
dear friends, we shall all meet in 
heaven. I don’t think!”

Two brothers were being entertain
ed to dinner by a wealthy acquaint
ance, and talk drifted away from the 
commonplace.

"Do you like Omar Khayyam?" eaid 
the host, trying to make conversation.

The elder brother plunged Into the 
breach. "Slightly," he said, “but I 
perfer Chianti.’’

Nothing more was said on this sub
ject until the brothers were on their 
way home.

“Jack," said the younger brother, 
breaking a painful silence, “why can’t

rage the fanner went back to the 
chemist next day.

“Look here,” he yelled, “you gave 
me scent instead of liniment! I'd put 
it on the blessed cow before I realiz-
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Llectric Bulb Shades 
streamers .. .. .*.Stumbling on a Fortune, in Glasgow some weeks befort 

sailing ship from which he had^

Although some of the richest gold 
and silver mines In the world have 
been found by men who were prosjjèc£ 
Ing for the precious metals, other 
mines have been discovered qqité hjr
accident in the. most carious way*

. .
one of the jpen died, and the other be
came raving mad and fled into the 
desert. Ross quite crazy, wandered on 
until he fell unconscious.

Indians nursed him back to life, and 
guiding him to the San Joaquin Val
ley, pointed out the way to civilisation. 
Within,an hour of leaving his guidas 
rocky stream. He had walked hplf
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It was in 1867 that Donald Ross, a 

young Scottish sailor, and two com
panions deserted their sailing ship at 
San Francisco and started for the new 
gold fields on the mountains at the 
head of the Kern River. They failed 
to strike anything there, however, and 
so they crossed the passes^into the 
Mojave Desert to try their luck there, 
only to again to unsuccessful. Then 
they went to Arizona, making their 
way to the source of the Little Color
ado River. Here they met with fair 
saceees, hut the apaches were on the 
warpath, and forced them to fly to -Jhe 
nearest fort, from whence they reach
ed Hartyvtile.

you leave things that yon don't under
stand to me? Omar Khayyam ain’t a 
wine, you chump; It’s a cheese."

A certain solicitor, always ready to 
lecture his office-boy, whether he de
served it or not, one day overheard a 
conversation between his youth and 
the boy in a neighbouring office which 
cured him of the habit.

"What's your salary?^ asked the 
other boy.

“I get two thousand pounds a year, 
said the solicitor's lad. calmly.

“Gimlni!” gasped the other. Then 
he put in decisively: "I don't think!

“Straight. I do! I get ten blinkin’ 
hob a week, and the rest in legal ad-

way throught the Icy waters, when he 
Ross found himself In the bed of £ Or 
pressed his hands to his eyes, dreading ’pho 
'that his reason was again giVing''Wl£y.
He looked again. “Gold!” he shouted. A 
And it was. Half the sands at his fç3t. turp
were gold. Within two months he" hid 
made £60,000, and he arrived
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