
MANITOBA, The latter result would flow from _ 
provision that,, iu case of difference 
either party might terminate the treaty; 
a stipulation which would in all human 
probability result in concession by Can­
ada to the States; while its existence 
would deprive the treaty of that assur­
ed permanency whose importance has 
been demonstrated.

I see no plan for combining the two 
elements of permanency of the treaty 
and variability of the tariff which does 
not involve the practical control of the 
latter by the States.

And I can readily conceive condi­
tions under which, notwithstanding her 
right to threaten a withdrawal, Canada 
would have much less influence in pro­
curing or preventing changes that she 
would enjoy did she compose several 
states of the union.

20 Amongst the British people the 
Canadian preference of the United 
States over British manufactures would 
be, perhaps, less unpopular, considered 
on economic grounds alone, than the 
alternative scheme of food taxes to 
which I have referred.

Accompanied, as it ought to be, by 
a fair settlement of all differences with 
the States, and by the establishment 
a firm basis of cordial relations between 
all English speaking peoples, it would 
secure high political advantages to the 
United Kingdom.

And the greater prosperity of Canada 
in which the British investor is deeply 
concerned; and from which, spite of all 
tariff obstacles, the British manufactur­
er too must reap some slight advant­
age; would mitigate hostility to the 
scheme.

But after all, it would be taken in 
very bad part, on economic grounds, by 
the British manufacturing interests, 
and on Imperial grounds, by other im­
portant elements of the population;and 
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But next to, though much less warm­
ly than, political union, they would fav­
or Canadian independence t and it is 
quite possible that, in connexion with 
such a policy, advantageous interna­
tional arrangements on various most 
important points, not' here brought in- 
to discussion, might be secured.

24 \\ ithout needless lengthy recapit 
illation, you will see, by contrasting my 
views with those of the present advo­
cates of free trade with the (States, sev- 
eral serious questions of difficulty and 
difference—for. example, uniformity of 
tariff, and its control; deficiency of rev­
enue, and its supply—on which I am 
able to adopt their opinions.

25 But one large topic remains, aris­
ing out of or rather underlying the 
whole statement, the bearing of which 
I had Imped, until the news of dissolu­
tion, to reserve for oral discussion.

^ qu will doubtless have inferred my 
opinion that the policy of absolute free 
trade with the States is intimately con­
nected with, and cannot be properly 
divorced from, the question of our 
political future, which therefore it must 
force into the party field.

While not disguising my view that 
events have already greatly narrowed 
our apparent range, and impeded our 
apparent freedom of action, I hold bv 
the suggestion that our future should 
not be settled (as we have allowed it to 
be settled in the past, perhaps 
lurthur than we yet realize), by ac­
cident or unwittingly, by side winds or 
the inglorious policy of drift.

It should rather be determined, 
far as it remains within

a
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.. . ... , our own con­
trol, ot tixecl purpose, after clue discus­
sion and deliberation, as becomes a free 
people resolving on tlieir lot.

ibis large problem, involving in our 
case various suggested plans to which 
others must bo parties, demanded the 
anxious weighing of conflicting consid- 
elations, and a long course of courag­
eous and independent, but calm and 
dispassionate handling, before it could 
be advantageously introduced into a 
party field like ours.

Such handling it has not yet receiv-
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J. It. HAMILTON, M. D„ C. M„ 
Graduate of McGill University, Mon 
treal. Member of the College ut Phv 
sieians and Surgeons,Ontario. Office-- 
Opposite The Bee office. Residence 
Queen street; night messages to be 
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L. E. RICE, M. I)., C. M.
Trinity University, Toronto ; Fellow 

by examination of Trinity Medical Col 
lege, Toronto; member of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Ontario: mem ■ 
her of the College of Physicians and 
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