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THE SITUATION.

Anoth’er terrific battle has dpened
at Ypres, which the British hold, and
which was reported recently by.the
Official Press Bureau as being im-
pregnably strengthened. In addition
now, to strong infantry support, the
line confronting the Germans has
__huge guns with a 15 mile range, which
are said to have been brought over
from certain English fortifications,
and  put into active service in
France. Now the artillery of the op-
posing forces is more nearly of equal
strength. On: the result of this re-
newed effort by the Germans to break
through. will, it is said, depénd, occu-
pation of Dunkirk or Calais or a re-
treat to a new line in Belgium. One
of the reasons advanced it ig said, by
this mad Kaiser, to take Ypres, has
been his keen desire to declare Belgium
“ag my province’] As long as the Bel-
gians, with their shattered and remn-
ant .army, continued to hold a strip of
their own territory, it was incompa-
tible that the Kaiser should formally
annex the country. After all, how-
ever, it would be done as a grandstand
play to the German people, but it goes
to show what a sacrifice in life, this
Mad Mullah the Second will make,
even for stage effect.

In Poland, Russian victory is again
confirmed, and the strategy of the
Czar’s leaders has been successful.
But a new battle is expected, and the
censor only allows the admission that
the strategic plan is on such a vast
scale that a decision is not to. be ex-
pected quickly.

Qne of the special correspondents at
Rome to-day, sent a despatch of much
import, and if the news is true, it will
mean much. Should the Suez canal
be closed, he says, Italy will at once
be drawn into the war. Britain has
the right to close the canal if Egypt
is fhreatened, and if the canal is closed
her interests would be directly dam-
aged.  The situation on the narth
coast of Africa is becoming more and
more acute and the drama of Turkey’s
suicide may be carried to the last act
much, sooner than most people anti-
cipated.

HONORED RETIREMENT.
The superannuation of Mr. Hugh
Howie, City Overseer of Brantford for
87, years, is a matter which should not
and cannot, go unrecorded in the civic
history of Brantford. Mr. Howie, per-
haps, gave the longest service on re-
cord of any civic official. At any
rate, he always gave a faithful, honest
and diligent service. It may be news
to many, that at onc time, a Scotch-
man in Canada, was looked upecn as a
foreigner. At least, this was so in
Mr. Howie’s cass. It was 37 years
ago, when through the influence of a
staunch Englishman by the name of
Lindley, Mr. Howie was appoOinted
City, or rather then, Town Overseer.
The salary at that time was $600 per
year. It was a “Tory Council” that
Lindley controlled, and, although ne
had a hard fight, in the face of 26 ap-
plications, (Mr. Howie~had not ap-
plied) to make the appointment of
Mr; Howie sure, he succeeded in do-
ing so. Mr. Howie, as a comparatively
yoling ‘Scotchman, assumed his duties
and for 37 years gave this city ser-
vice. To the ordinary reader, who has
an understanding of the times 37 years
a'go, cdoes it not seem strange, in these
days of doubling,tripling and quadrup-
ling of salaries, that a man should
serve for 37 ’'years until he had his
salary increased from $600 per year
to’$1200. City Overseer Howie was
appointed at a salary of $600 per year
87 years ago, when Brantford was
merely a hamlet. Now he is superan-
nuatéd. Before his superannuation,
he received $1200 per annum, as Over-
seer of the city.
To those who know modern condi-
tians, the above must appear as some-
* thing hard to reconcile with things
as they should be. There may be a
fey who might say that Mr. Howie
has been paid in full, but we doubt,
if there are even afew who would say
this. Thirty seven years in the em-
ploy of the people; thirty seven years
‘ employed at a salary admittedly be-
loW ‘what should be commensurate
with the importance of the position!
If the Brantford City Council gives
Mr. Hugh Howie, a superannuation
allawance ‘of $500 per year for five
years, all credit to the City Council,
Men who do this, recognize merit,
!cﬁgth of service and fidelity to civic
interests. Should there be any man
well cualified, spend 37 years in one
particulzr branch of service and not

+

| obtain similar recognition and merit?
Brantford should deal fairly with <.

any civic servant who has spent prac-
tically a lifetime in service, and there
is little doubt but that the City Courni-
cil will give the reward, where reward
is surely due.
NOTES AND COMMENTS.
-Portugal has now de,ﬁnit&ly'lined ap
with the cause of civilization. Italy
next.

% X X
Lo, the poor Canadian Turk. He
is now accused of an attemyt to assas-
sinate ngm-%&__l ?ml—lnghea. 0
A German Missionary tried to blow
up a British gunboat, What kind of
incendiarism do those Germans get,
anyway, in their theological halls?
#* * *

You can't keep Major General
Hughes down. Right after Toronto
gets after his scalp, along come three
Turks, plotting to assassinate the Min-
ister of Militia. In neither case, did
the Major-General seek the advertise-
ment.
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The annual report of the Secretary
of the Children’s Aid Society again
shows what a splendid work is being
done in a quiet way in this district.
The Children’s Shelter is filling a real
need and is one of the most commend-
able of all charitable activities,

Billions of cugic ;ards of heated gas,
says a scientist, have been shot up
in to the upper atmospheric strata
by the war and are mathernatically re-
placed by an equivalent mass of cold
Lair from the North Pole. That's why
it’s so cold just now. Say, what was
that fellow suffering from?

* *

It was not to be ex.pected that the
news of the plan of retrenchment n
the civic service, would be received
with cheers at the City Hall. Still,
until the committee’s revort is sub-
mitted in detail, and the actual saving
effected, is shown, it might be well to
withhold judgment.

BOARD OF TRADE

(Continued trom Rage I)

sult was that the Grand Trunk came
to and effected a much better service.

Mr.. Matthews, to bring the matter
to a head, moved that a deputation
me appointed to deal with the mal-
ter. They to confer with the G.T.R.
authorities with a view to putting
Brantford on a basis at least equal
to that of surounding cities. He did
not name the members of the dele-
gation, leaving that open.

In reference to asking .= Ingersoll
and Woodstock to join with Brant-
ford in the scheme, he would say
that it rarely stopped at either place
and they were, therefore, out of
the proposal.. A representation
from this board would not be ma-
terjally assisted by representatives
from either Ingersoll or Woodstock.
Our case would be just as strong in
obtaining a special train as it would
be in getting a joint service, or of
having the service as it was at pre-
sent.. The G. T. R. were determ-
ined to alter the service and alter it
they would. . Messrs, Matthews.
Muir, Ryerson, Ruddy, Wilbee and
Olive, and the Mayor and President
Scarfe were apointed as a delegation
to wait upon the G.T.R. in refer-
esnce to the question..

The Brantford Board of Trade isin
full sympathy with every effort that
is being made for those who have
been left behind by those who have
gone to the front. Most of the board
were to old to be of active service
use, but their part was to help the
dependents.. The entire sympathy of
the board was expressed in the fol-
lowing resolution:

Moved by Joseph Ruddy, seconded
by R. E. Ryerson: That the Brant-
ford Board of Trade desires to and
hereby does place on record its very
great appreciation of the loyal heart-
edaction of the citizens of Brantford
in so freely volunteering, in behalf of
the Empire defence and hereby
pledzes its further and continued ef-
forts, its brotherly sympathy, and its
suport on behalf of all who have s2
loyaly and enthusiastically responded
to our country’s call.

Mr Baird said he was in accord
with the feeling of the board and he
felt even that age might not be ex-
cused if the war went to the full
extent that it might. The statement
that there was nothing new under the
sun was a fallacy, for never before had
the world been at war—it was some-
thing new..

Chairman H. H. Powell said it was
proper and duly time that the board
should place itself on record as being
in sympathy with those who have
heard the call of the nation.. He was
pleased the motion was caried..

Adjournment then took place..

FRENCH WAR OFFICE

(Continued from Page 1)

of supplies occasioned lomg delays.
The army under General De Castel-
nau did not extend its left wing be-
yond a point south of Arras. The
army of General De Maudhuie ex-
tended from this point to the south
of Lille. Further off we had cavalry,
territorials, and marine fusiliers. This
force was not sufficiently strong to
enable General Foch, called by Gen-
eral Jofire to take command of the
armies in the north to break the will
of the enemy. Reinforcements were
therefore sent him.

“Then for three weeks we saw the
reign of the railroad and of the au-
tomobile. Day and night troops were
Lkeing moved by these methods of
qanspox:ta.ﬁ.on, and they arrived in
time. Divisions and army corps, not

amtaceed fram the e, For 30

ont. :
“About the zoth of October -our
front was outlined as follows: ;
“From Nieuport to Dixmude, our

divisions of infantry and our marineslwere' the

held the railroad line, while the

_|gian army was reorganizing

the rear.
we were ins

from here our line (e

To the south of
along the

Jeast, mahmi‘l’n- ng;it of * ptes a vast
semi-circle held by four corps of the

nd one corps of thel
¢ line then dropped
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and the second

y ourselves.

“The German attack was an effort
first to occupy Dunkirk and reach
Calais or Boulogne. They to
fiank us, and cut the direct communi-
cations of the British army with the
sea coast.

“All the heavy artillery of the
enemy’ brought from Antwerp was
there, ready to be used again.

“Beginning the s5th of November,
the attacks were repulsed, From the
railroad we marched towards the
Yser, rolling up the enemy who had
succeeded in crossing to the left bank
of this stream, and drowning his rear
guards in the floods, One can still
see near Ramscappeile German can-
non half buried in the mud and the
corpses of German soldiers half sub-
merged.

“Then the enemy. finding it im-
possib leto get around our flank, en-
deavored to cut through. This was
the battle of Ypres, an engagement,
desperate, furious and relentless, dur-
ing which the Cerman army hurled
its units forward in dense masses
without counting its losses. sacrific-
ing everything in a fierce endeavor to
attain its object. But the efiort was in
vain.

“For close unto three weeks we
stood un against repeated frantic as-
saults, Everyone of them was repuls-
ea. Our front, with its circular for-
mation, was not easy to hold, but
nevertheless we were successful  in
keeping it intact. On 20th October, the
Pritish troops, narticularly the cav-
airy, had ben obligéd to withdraw
for several hundred vards before
a powerful onslought of the enemvy.
RE-ESTABLISH THE BARRIER

“Our troops attacking in conjunc-
tion and at the same time with our
allies, were successhil in re-establish-
ing the impassable barrier which
closed the approach to Ypres. That
which wa2s done' here by our armv
corps working in clos® harmony with
the British corps which it encircled
is worthy of a place in the finest rec-
ords of military history.

“On November 12th the enemy. suc-
ceeded in occupving a rertain terri-
tory in the region to th south of
Ypres, This territory was recaptured
from him. .On the 1sth the attacks
of the enemy were less intense, and
our position, already strong, became
impregnable. This result was obtain-
ed by the Belgian army. under the
orders of General D'Urbal. togethes
with the participation of the armiss
of Generals De Maudhui and De
Cdtselnau. These three atmies con-
stituted the group of armies under
the command of General Fochs. The
two last mentioned contributed bril-
liantly to our success bv repulsing all
the attacks direected against them and
bv occupying between the Oise and
the Lys, several pcsitions of import-
ance.

“The decisive assistance that we
were able to lend, under these cir-
cumstances. to the British troops
tightened further the honds uniting
the' allies "in a brotherhood of arms.
Fnially the energy of our resistance
inspired the Belgian army with confi
dence. This army, which had re-
organized on its own territory, is now
ready for the engagements of to-
morrow.

GERMANS LOSE OVER 120,000

“The losses of the Germans have
been considerable. They undoubted-
ly exceed 120000 men, In certain
trenches 120 metres long there have
teen found more than 2,000 corpses.
This in spite of the fact that we know
that the Germans, whenever it is pos-
cible for them to do so, remove their
cead from the field of battle.

“Such heavy losses on the part of
the enemy are to be explained by
particular ' circumstances. If the Ger-
mans for three weeks had been at-
tacking in dense masses the reason
was to be found in the recent form
of organization of some of their army
corps. The numerous pieces of artil-
lery that we hzd grouped at a point
to the south of Ypres opened in these
masses of men sanguinary breaches.

“It was all an indication of the im-
portance of our success. The great-
ness of the result obtained by us be-
comes particularly significant and
striking if one wi.. realize that the
Germans themselves alwavs regarded
the breaking of our line at Ypres as
most miportant. In checking their of-
tensive movement we inflicted upon
them a most humiliatine defeat.

THE KAISER’'S AMBITION

“We have furthermore obtained
results, the importance of which
should be set forth. Here they are;
The Belgian army having been driven
tromits own land, Emperor William
was not only on the point of realiz-
ing his project to proclaim at Ypres
the annexation o1 this courageous ™ha-
tion, but he was also on the point of
glorying -in - thc annihilation of at
least one of his adversaries. This
couble satisfaction was refused him.
1t Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne had
Leen taken, Great Britain would have
been hampered in communicating
with her army on the continrnt.
Finally, France in maintaining im-
passable the front of her armies from
the sea to Arras, adopted the best
and most efficacious  guarantee
against a return to the offensive
movement of the eénemy on Paris.

“The foregoing is an outline of our
success. To present it more definite-
ly it might be well to throw on the
screen of the campaign a comparison
ot the fronts occupied by our left and
by the German right in the beginning
of September .and then in the mid-
die of November.

“The result obtained is this: We
have to our credit not a series of mo-

so strong numerically as those of the
enemy, but sustained by an admir- , persistent and uninterrupted effort of |
able spirit, moved into action as they the enemy. After our victory on the

rmonetaty success. but a continuous
progress which has made vain the
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“As for ou-.troops, they have ac-
quired certain qualities which . they,
perhaps, lacked at the beginning of
the operations, particularly the ability
for rapid defensive organization. The

trenches they

good as t_llose constructed by the

enemy.

. RUSSIANS’ GREAT WORK.
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HIS YEAR we are better prepared
than ever to meet the demands of
Christmas shoppers in this special de-
partment, now that #:
TO

spacious store.

e are in our new-
LAND WILL BE

SECOND FLOOR.
BRING THE CHILDREN

in Ladies’ and
Misses’ Coats

Ladies’ and Misses’ Beautiful Winter

Coats, in the new cape effect and reding-

'8 oand nd nr

y o L ong ot e T Pt b e e guasasked Gk - e ]
" tes stylés.  Yonr choice of a very large
range, an assortment of materials and color |

and let them feast their eyes on one of
the finest collections of Toys we have
cver had. Toys of every description.

Watch for Our Opening Date

so suit the requirements of all.

“MECCANO”

for the boy.

The model builder— the
only'real genuniue toy made’
WE ARE SOLE AGENTS

An All Linen Fancy Huck Towel, hemstitched,

Beautiful Huck Towels

also damask and diaper Towels,

extra large size. This makes an idecal Xmas gift.
SPECIAL AT, PER PAIR ’

36-inch

Silk Specials

heavy quality Black Satin

Duchess, giiaranteed.

lar $1

7Y

SPECIAL

27-inch Costume Cord Velvet, in white,
alice, navy, brown, red.

3 NOTE [
THE WIDTH. SPECIAL.... v)9C

Staple Specials

An extra heavy 36-inch White Flannel-

ette, no dressing. This is an 121
extra special bargain.SPECIAL 2C

Pure linen heavy Brown Crash Towel-

ling, red border—yes, all pure
- 10c

linen. SPECIAL AT

about 20 designs. This is our reg zlar $5.00 Napkins, but we still have a
few dozen left from the Linen Sai .

Damask Table -Napkins

PURE 'LINEN” Double Sati © Damask Table Napkins, dinner size, your choice of

Reg. $5.00.

SPECIAL AT
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Ladies’ embroidered edge and
stitched ‘'embroidered Handker-
chiefs.

Ladies’ pure linen hemstitched ({nitial
Handkerchiefs, all initials. Reg- !"Oc

Handkerchiefs

Ladies’ pure linen plain hem.titched
Handkerchiefs.

hem-

........ . .12Yc¢c or 5 for i)OC

10¢, 6 for (;:’

$2.95

Gloves

Ladies’ fine: French Kid

white, tan, black and grey. This is the

Gloves, in

finest quality ever sold at the price.

$1.0(

a pair

ONE PRICE ONLY

" Three
Big
 Specials

Children’s
Hats, all colors and all

Colored Corduroy
neatly

trimmed.

C

200 Buckram Shapes, all styles,
either black or white.

25¢

These are of the finest quality
Buckram.

Our entire stock of Colored
Silk Velvets (Millinery Velvets)
in every shade.
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to-morrow for witnesses.
$20,000 SWALLOWED UP
No less a sum than.$20,000
pended last week, carrying ¢
civic public works and improy
THis sum is practically all sw
tp by relief cases. The park
counted for a goodly portion
expenditure, $770.50 going up
'O The sewers departme
a:ab another $631.14,
str department eat up
99; The street railway
quite modestly with an exg
works account of $197.86.
all ‘help toward the relief of |
in’ Brantford.: e |

gle Lodge' »
and Brantford Moost
e Street. ‘Several pr
speakers will address the g
ineluding Chas. H. Buell, Initer
Director; Rodney H. Brandd
reme Secretary and Norman C
d Dictator, This gathe
being held on thé "evening:
Grand Assembly at Toronto,
T.*H._ Miller, local treasurer
Shultis, will represent the ¢
ternity. 2 :
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CIVILIAN DIFLE CLUB.

‘The Civilian Rifle Club on’
held its first actual rifle shoot:
tice and excellent results wer
A squad of thirty were allo
shoot and the first twelve sh
average of 800. A. W, Bu
Waterous topped the list
points out of a vossible 25.
were clogely followed by D.
son, with 22. The next shoo
tice’ will take place on Saty
2.30 .p.m. in the Collegiate
Appended is the list of the fi
shots and their total points
possible twenty-five: A. 'W.}
L, Waterous 23; D. S. Gibse
Sweet, 21: C. Bowden 21; A,
213 L. Miller 21; S. Isbester,
Cousland 20; J. Cook 20;
Scarfe 20.
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WHEN it comes
winter, you wil
our prices. Keepin
, feady and unlimite
moth orders at the

our good fortune.

not buy theni in
than those at whicl
i single pairs, Wi

fl- - ber that we}&l




