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"The projected Tariff.of Postageffects-a considerable reduction upon the exist-
ing Rates, more.especially in:the longer distances. - The tendency of this arrange-
ment to encourage.intercourse beLween the nore-wid'ely-sepafatedoportions of His
Majcsty's extensive Territory in Nort h America will not fail,Lfeel assured, to meet
ilie approbation of the Legislative Council and Assembly. In settling the scale oi
postage His·Majesty's Government has been gnided in a great nieasure by- thc re-
port of a Comimittee of the House of Assembly in Upper Canada, wihiïch sat about
-0hree vears ago, and which is understood to have founded its recommendation
'hiefly on the rates of charge in the United States.

In" the important maitter of the charges on the conveyánce of Newspàpers and
printed periodical Works, H is Majesty's Government has not been unmindful of thc
represontations which it has from time to time received of the wishes of the people
in British North America a rata of Postage is'proposed in the present Bill which
is little more than one half ofthe rate charged in the United States, and which'is as
lowas it could be unless the papers were conveyed for nothing; a course whiàh
might render thenmount ôf business i the Post Office perfectly unmanageýbIe.

It willbe observed that the Bill confers on the Deputy Post Master Gerieral the
power of determining, with the concurrence of the Government and the Executive
Council, bat shall be deeried a Newspaper, printed Vote, &c. within the meaning
<of the Act.

"Il This power is designed to spare the necessitv of tedious actions in Law to·as-
certain doubtfirl poiht's, and is confornable with a power which has been given to
the Post Master General in this Country, in concurrence with the Lords Commis-
sioners ofthe Treasury, by the late Act 4 and 5 W. 4, c. 44.

" i have now to draw your attention to a very important )art,of'the'Bill :--Stiould
the Post Office Revente.prove unequail, to tha expenditure, it is, obvious that there
must be soine imnimediate' means'of supplying the want, a tempôraï·y.deficiency in th
Post Office Revenue, however short, niust be attended with the most serious incon-
venience, as affecting a' service which could not- stop for a dày without- injuring the
Commerce, and confounding the general transactions ,ôf the whole Country. Im-
pressed by this view His Majesty's Government has letermined, ýwith a full sense of
th'e magnitudeof the disaretionary authority wmich the measure 1vill place in th'eGo.
vevl3or, to propose a élause àuthorizmg lim tô g'ànt a Warrant for any sum within
certain specified limits, vhich:may be shewn,to his satisfactior tp be necessary for
the conduct of the IPost Office Departient. 'e

" tIn considerig thedliis to bséignedg this authorityin e ol theG
vernment has been gyuided by the following portions of a reportfo te
PostMaster General at Quebbe.

"'he Deputy Post Master Generalof, Brtish NortliAmericasupposes, upon a
rpough estimate, that'dsetiincy inReceipts, to meet the current expenditure in
theimanagenent of h Post Office Department, mray amount, to "yen as much as
,£6,000 per annuiYan&he 'tates that without some certain means, ofobtaining that,
ôr any-less' defiihnf, thebuiess of the' Department would cometo astandstill,
and the framers of the Law would be upbraided for not having .prpt'against

stchaebntingency. Clclating the supposed deficiency at the, maximumso
C £6,O00


