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HORTICULTURE.
(Under this heading all questions relating to 

flowers or horticulture will be answered.)

CALENDAR.

DO not be in too much haste when the 
weather Is wet and the ground sod 

den with water. Seeds sown in wet 
ground come up weakly (if they vegetate 
at all), and will not be so early by weeks 
as those sown when the soil is warm and 
dry. „ “ Too much haste, less speed.”

The fork should be fieely used to make 
the surface fine. Seeds sown in drills are 
In every way preferable.

Sowings of parsnips, broad beans, peas, 
spinach, early horn carrot (for drawing 
young), and small beds of leeks and early 
breakfast radish must now be made. 
Lettuce may be sown on warm border, to 
be afterwards transplanted and treated 
like celery. If leeks were grown well, they 
would be more generally appreciated. 
Beds can also be prepared for onions, and 
a warm border for small seeds, viz., cab­
bage, Brussels sprouts, kale, etc. Brussels 
sprouts are best started early in a frame, 
When ground is scarce, spinach may be 
sown between early cabbage and caull 
flower.

ASPARAGUS.
Asparagus beds may still be made-; the 

deeper the soil and the greater the abun 
dance of well rotten manure used the 
better for this valuable vegetable. Two- 
year-old roots are the best to plant. Form 
out the beds five feet wide, and plant three 
rows—the middle row first and then one 
on each side a foot from the edge and 
twelve inches between the plants in the 
rows. Wider beds are more difficult to 
keep clean. Colossal and Giant are the 
two best sorts to plant. Those who wish 
to rear their own roots should now plant 
the seed thinly in rows 12 inches apart, in 
light, rich soil. Keep them free from 
weeds, and, when the plants are three 
inches high, single them out, of course 

? reserving the strongest plants. If the 
beds are well cared for, heavily mulched 
with long manure in the winter and 
plenty of salt used, they will last for 
fifteen years.

J. W. Webb. 
Fern Hill, Boleskine Road, March 30.

It is alleged that winemakers In France 
have begun to utilize the seeds of grapes 
In the production of oil. Hitherto, the 
seeds have oeen a waste product, much as 
was cotton seed during so many years. 
But it is found that grape seeds contain 
ten to fifteen per cent, of oil which may 
be used for various purposes. As an 
illuminant, It is said to be especially valu­
able, as it bums without smoke.

Professor Rolfs, of the Florida Expert- 
nent Station, alleges that “numerous 
•ts have been made to see what effect a 

r variation in the amount of different ele­
ments of fertiliser would have upon the 
qualities of the fruit. The difference is 
much less than was thought it would be ; 
indeed different samples from the same 
plots show nearly as much variation as 
samples from different plots. In general,

it seems that an abundance of potash has 
a tendency to produce fruit with slightly 
less sugar and more add ; and phosphoric 
acid a tendency to sweeten, while nitro­
gen produces luxuriant growth.”

■ ■
Apple tree planters are running largely 

to the red varieties this Spring according 
to the Pajaroplan. It is well known that, 
other things being equal, a well colored 
apple sells best. Indeed it often happens 
that highly colored apples will outsell pale 
ones of much better flavor and keeping 
qualities.

Conditions continue very favorable for 
the coming fruit crop which promisee to 
be large. The buds are bursting, trees are 
in blossom. Spring is with us. The fruit 
season will be some weeks late. The 
backward condition of the trees, caused 
by the cold weather will prove a benefit, 
as this condition will carry them beyond 
the danger point of heavy frosts, etc. 
There Is no exception to be made of any 
variety at present, all promise equally 
well.

e The stem half of an orange is usually not 
so sweet and juicy as the other half, be­
cause the most of the juice gravitates to 
the part which Is downward.

In Australia the strawberry has hardy 
roots, and is a wonderfully hardy plant, 
that adapts Itself to the change of climate 
from the snowy regions around Cooma and 
Kiandra, to the glowing summer heat of 
northern Queensland. Let the strawberry 
have reasonably good garden soil, keep 
weeds from it, and it will yield fair, and, 
as a rule, heavy crops of excellent fruit. 
Absence of moisture soon telle on it, and 
the plants die off in very dry weather.

FRUIT LAND.
We have several 5-acre blocks of land well 

adapted for growing large and small fruits, 
three to four miles from the city on good roads. 
Some of these blocks are all cleared and fenced, 
with residence and out buildings all ready for 
the planter to set out his orchard. Now is the 
time (to take advantage of low prices, and the 
season to plant out your trees.

Winnett A Cooper,
 18 Trounce Ames.

E.C. PRIOR & CO, LTD.,
Windmills, Incubators, Spray Pumps, 
Garden Tools, Lawn Mowers Prun­
ing Tools, Etc.

Victoria, Vancouver, amloops

WANTED
This coming seamm from 800 to 800 tone fruit. 

AU varieties.

The Okell & Morris Fruit Preserving Co

W. WEBB,
Gardener,
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Right here on Vancouver Island exist»
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than in California. They ripen Uteris 
season, true enough, bet ours Is a better 6 
wueoiaHr the prune, which grows twice 
size of the California raised prune. Ithaei
■«VBîE thn"urn.-?!!»
would Ad vino too growing of the prune, i 
what money can be made out of s smell o 
chard is astonishing, and there is no danger < glutting the market If all available laid. 
Vancouver Island was planted out In i 
it would not oommonce to supply the i |

By arrangement with the largest nursen I 
Oregon, and more especially a Arm noted ft 
delivery of stock true to name, places 
in a position to deliver any of the folios 
trees st Victoria, duty and freight paid: J 
Apples 8 yrs, 4 to 8 ft, per 100. Itteto (
Pears 8 “ “ WetsU—1 «• « “ 1« »».Wets 

“ Wets
“ Wets
" 15 cts
r 1.000 Wets 

“ * per too .M cts 
•• “ 15 cts
“ “ Wets

Quinces l " 4to5ft 88 cts
Special rates on quantities of 1,000. BUck-l 

berries, grapes, evergreens, nut trees and r 
namental trees. Prices at same on r

Peaches 1
Cherries 8 “ **
Plums S “ OtoSft
Prunes 1 “ itoOft

1 “ “ 1
Si 'Apricot* 

Crnbapples 1 
Nectarines 1 "

WINNETT & COOPER,

18 Trounor Avenue. Victoria B, C,

Wanted
Sotons Cucumbers and Tomatoes
Due to arrive in March

16 Tonp Mew Maple Syrup and Sugar.

Falconer Vinegar and Pickle Works.
Fort Street. Victoria, B. C.

T7SB-
I. X. L, Compound

For Destroying Insects. Dees Not Fail 

Spraying Pumps and Garden Tools for sals

Richolles t Renouf, L’td„ Victoria, B.ii

VICTORIA ROVE MANURE WORKS,
Manufacturers of

GHAOirarXD boite. ,
Aaafertilieer.it has no equal for Floriculture, 

lorticulture, gArioulture. Make your chick 
.as lay by feeding ground bone.

Office* Works: Cor. Gov't and Pembroke it*

LANGLEY 1 CO.,
Wholesale Druggists,

DBAUhwnr
Nitrate or Soda 
Sulphate or ammonia 
Nitrate or r
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