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‘display - his. accomplishment. Of eourse

-and after the. song or sonata they eannot

POWER OF THE EROSS.

In the Pualace of Justice at Rome,. they
take you sometimes into a chamber with |
strangely painted frescoes on the ceiling
and around the walls and upon the floor,
in all kinds of grotesque forms. You can- |
not reduce them to harmony, you cannot |
make out the perspective ; it is all a be- |
wildering maze of confusion.

But there. is one spot upon the floor o
that room, and one only, standing upon
which; every line falls into harmony, the |
perspective is perfect, the picture flashes
cut upon you instinot with meaning 1n |
every line and panel. You can see at that
point, and that only, the design of the
artist that painted it. I believe that this
world is just as bewildering a maze looked |
at from evéry point except one. I looked |
back upon the reeords of history; I look |
upon the epeculations of science ; I endea-
vor to gaze into the fature of this world's |
career ; wherever I turn I am opposed by |
the mysteries that hem me in and crash |
me down rntil I take my stand at the foot |
ofthe eross. Then darkness and discords |
become light and harmony, the mystery is |
solved ; the night that shuts me in becomel
radiant with the divine light and glory. At |
the foot ef the cross, art, science, liter- |
ature, history, become at once to me |
divine, glorious, and bléesed things. And |
so I cla‘m for my Lord his Tightful do |
minion over all the works of ‘his bands. l
We will gather all the beaunties of art, all
the treasures of musiec, all that-is brightest
and best in tne world, and will lay it down
at his féet ; for *worthy isthe Lamb that
was slain to receive might and majesty,
and riches and power, and honor and
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EVENING PARTIES.

Nothing has contributed to deprive even-
ing parties of an intellectual and conver-
to reduce them all
to the same level of dulness and barren-
ness, more than the invariable introduec-
tion of music. It is known that almost
every lady “has brought her music,” and
expeots to be asked to play or sing; and it
is proper to give any gentleman who is re-

ted to have ‘‘a voice,” or to cultivate |
the sciende of harmony; an opportunity to

there ought to be no talking at all, and
there can be no general oconversation
while these performanees are going on.
Instead of an agreeable interlude they be-
come too often the staple of the evening's
enterlainment. The expectation of them
i! quife anj_lioient to prevent thé introduc-
tion of subjects of a nature to engage the
interest of a considerable number of those
present. Or if by chance a group has en-
tered inte the discussion of a question, or
phstengng to .a good story, the first notes
of the piano are a signal for the abrupt
abandonment of both talk and narrative :

be very effectually resamed, especially as,
when once begun, music is thenceforth the
orger of the evening. No disparagement
is intended in this complaint to music as
an art, or a8 an accdmplishment of either
sex. Its influence in society; in educa-
tion, and s & public amusement, is elevat.
ing and refining. Large or small parties
formed for the purpose of practising .and
enjoying music, are-by all means to be en-
oouraged in every class among us. But
both musical taste and social intercourse 1
would be improved if a distinction were
established between musical soiress and
ordinary evening parties. It would con-
ml?nto _to the satisfaction of all, and the
relief of many, if, as in the case of danc
ing, music were always ‘aunounced on the

| altogether.

along with it.”

oa_.;'d of invitation. when it is intended that
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music shall be the chief engagement or
entertainment of the evening. After all,
however, it is probable that the introduc-
tion of music is the consequence, as much

' as the cause, of the dulness and emptiness |

of our ordinary parties, It has been
found nevcessary, in order to relieve the
ennui which is experienced after the first
hour or 8o, when everybody has arrived,

| and the weather and kindred topics having

been thoroughly chattered out, it is uni-
versally felt that there is nothing to say
and nothing to do, =o that the remedy for
the *‘ weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable”
character of our social reunions is not to

- » . |
| be found in the mere relegation of musio

to strictly musical parties.—Lrisure Hour.
FORGIVE THE DEBT.
Abont a year ago I went to & neighbor- |

| ing city to see an old customer of mine, |

who owed a balance of acconnt, to see if |
he would not pay up. I had noticed that
tha payments had been made with great |
difficulty, and for some months had ceased
I had heard that he had been
somewhat unfortunate.

He called at the hotel at my request. I
saw ‘at once that he was poor, he had lost
his vim, and the elastic spirits of old were
removed by the dull, heavy sullenness of
deepair. Istated my business ; but before |
I had finished he stopped me with the |
positive word that he had npthing in the
world that he could use in ;rhs\'mmt; and
then he told of his losses and poverty ; his
wife keeping boarders ; he in debt $5,000, |
and assets all ured up; he was bound |
hand and foot—helpless. I suggested a |
release. ’

“How can [ be released with nothing |
to pay with 2" 1

“T will ack for-you.” ‘

“ Yes, but they will not do it without |
something.” ' ‘

“ On'y ack through me. I will inter- |
cede for yon, and you may yet be released |
a free man.” i

“I have long since lost all hope, but |
perlmﬁs there is. a chance yet;” and with |
tears he held my hand for the parting. *

Every firm signed a legal release, and I |
sent it to him with a letter of encourage- |
ment ; and what a letter I got in return! |
He i is now in business again, happy and |
hopeful. ‘

I have often thought how it illustrates |
our condition. We are all helpless, bound |
with cords of sin; a pardon waits ue, if |
we will but ask through the intercession |
of Christ. How many messages have |
gone to Christ on the wings of prayer, in
thankfalness for the release from the
bondage of sin.—American Messenger.
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“1 AM now most thoroughly of opinion,” :
‘“ wrote the late Dr. Chalmers after he had
been taught savingly by the Holy Ghost,
‘““and it is an opinion founded on experi-
ence, that on the system of ‘Do this and
live, no peace, and even no true and
worthy obedience can ever be attained. It
is—* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved” When this belief
enters the heart, joy and confidence enter

TaE least pleasing change is that kind of
mental hemiplegia which now and fhen
attacks the rntional side of & man at about
the same reriod of life when one side of
the body is liable to be palsied, and in fact
is, very ‘probably, the same thing ds palsy
in another form. The worst of it.is that
the subjects of it never seem to suspect
that they are intelleetual invalids, stam-
merers and cripples at best, but are all the
time hitting out at their old friends with
the well arm, and calling them hard names
out of their twisted mouths.—0. W.Holmes.
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Jaxvany 6th, 1876,

Many a blessed promise in the Bible
would remain a sealed promise if the key
of sorrow, or trial, ar temptations were not
sent to open its stores, and send warm to
one's heart such words as, * Be of good
cheer, it is I ; be not afraid.—Maria Hare.

A LiTTLE five-year-old friend, who was
always allowed to choose the prettiest
kitten for his pet and playmate, before the
other nurglings were drowned, was taken to

| bis mother's sick-room the other morning

to see two  tiny, new twin babies. He
looked veflectively from ome to another
minute or two, then poking
his chubby finger into the cheek of the
plumpest gnby. he said, decidedly, ‘* Save

this one.’
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Tur Prince of Wales reached Caloutia
Dec. 28rd. _\

A sIXTY-FoUR pound onccmber will
represent Arkansas at the Centennial.

AN extensive eruption of Mount Vesu-
vius is expected to take place soon.

SraiN proposes to address the European
Cahinets on the subject of Cuba.

Tre Fall Cod fishery at Cape Breton
has been successful.

Tue Jew's Synagogue, Richmond Btreet,
Toronto, is to be opened Jan. 20th,

A FreENCcHMAN says the Chinese first dis-
covered America jn the sixth centary.

A sEvERE shock of an earthquake was
felt at Naples on the morning of Dec. 6th .

O~E hundred and fifty thousand boshels

| of oats are on board vessels frozen in, at

Summerside, P.E.I.

CoMMoDORE VANDERBILT has been elected
President of The Canada Southern RBail-
way. -

Tre temperatare on the night of Dee.
220d, was the ooldest ever known in

| Ottawa.

Some Americans have bought the Sar-

| cophagos in which it was intended to bury

Guibord. A

Sixcg-the close of the war 8000 coloured
peisofis have been sent to Liberia by the
Colonization Society.

Mgs. SeLwy~N bas made a valuable dona-
tion of books to the Lambeth Palace library
from the late Professor Selwyn's collec-
tion.

A TERRIFIC TORNADO on the 26th Deec.
passed twelve miles east of Hickman, Ken-
tucky, sweeping down whole forests in its
pathway.

Lecacies to charitable institutions in
Liverpool amounting to four million pounds
sterling have lately been left by eight per-
sone, ’

MEeMPHREMAGOG Laxe froze over on the
30th of November this year. Daring the
greviona thirty &nn it has not ‘frozen over
‘before Deec. 12th.

Tue Hon. Mre, Norton, aged about sixty,
is about to be married to the Hon. George
Sterling Maxwell. She is grand-danghter
of Richard Brimsley Sherdan.

Tue ooldest winters on rvecord in the
United States within the last 100 years,
were those of 1780, 1886, and 1856. The
coldest year was 1816 which had ice every
month. |

Tuk Suez Canal shareholders, according
to M. Lesseps, are about equally divided
between the French and Enﬁloh. exolusive

of those which the British government has
just bought.

Tae Spayish Government is said to have
violated the Neutrality Laws, b enlisting
tlm_mugh its ageunts in the U. 8., ;mhu re-
cruits’ for the Spanish regiments in Cuba.
A rimilar violation of the Neuftality Laws,
by British agents during the administration
of President Pierce, induged the U. 8. gov-

ernment to give Sir. John Crampton, their
British minister, his passport, wiﬂg thepolite .

announcement that he might go home.
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