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H"pe On.
Hope on, though grid’s cold tide oppress thee, 

And billows datk around thee roll ;
Though no true friend doth now caress thee, 

And thorns onwreath thy drcoping soul

Hope on, though wealth gill not thy pathway, 
With all its flattery, pomp and power :

Uôr though the picture seems so gay,
It fadeth as a summer flower.

Hope on, though fame smile not on thee,
Nor cro.wns thee with her flattering wreath ;

Although its splendours you but see,
The waves of envy roll beneath.

.Hope on, thou weary child of God,
J ake up thy cross, ’tia wreathed with flowers ;

Although a mortal of the sod,
Twill guide thee to elysian bowers.

Hope on, for soon will ope to thee 
The crystal gates of Heaven’s dome,

And there thy fettered spirit free,
Will shout the anthem, safe at home.

—- Zion's IleralJ.

Religious iltistcllnnu.
The Social Joy of Heaven.

The joy of heaven is doubtless derived 
partly Horn society and friendship. While 
(he angels sometimes appear singly, in many 
instances they come upon their errands by 
twos, or in gieater numbers, and whenever 
the heavens have been opened to the view 
of man, they have been seen in multitudes, 
whose voices were tuned to the same strains, 
as having a common love, and rejoicing to­
gether in the same glorious view of provi­
dence and ol God. It is, however, as little 
necessary to reason on this matter, or to 
hrin£ Scriptural warrant for the idea that 
there is society and friendship in heaven, as 
it is to bring warrant that there is a life to 
come. Constituted as we are—so miserable 
in soliiude—So fitted to, and dependent upon 
each other, in the simple matter of thought 
and love, irrespective of any mutual benefit 
to be derived from interconneciion, it is 
simply impossible for us to conceive of an­
other state, or another life among pure be­
ings, where joy is not largely indebted to 
the social element. The beautiful is doubly 
beuHtiful to eyes which see other eyes look­
ing upon the same landscape—especially if 
the hearts that feel the light of those eyes 
are concordant and friendly. We cannot 
read a fine verse or paragraph without wish­
ing to shore its glow with other hearts, nor 
find a strange crystal but we must show it 
to our best friend. We are" receiving crea­
tures— imparting creatures ; we know noth­
ing of property in thought—we never hoard 
— we give away. We are poor in mind 
when shut out from others. We are rich 
in mind and rejoice instinctively in its afflu­
ence, when thought meets thought, and they 
quarry and build together, or like gleeful 
harvesters bind joyfully the sheaves of life. 
1 «ay it i«-v.-rently—God is more to us that 
we.can speak of him, his works, his ways, 
and his promises, to others—that others love 
to praise him, and that with them we may 
praise him too.

I: is the thousand-tongued chorus that has 
power over mind arid reaches the sublimity 
of worship*, It is the many fellow-souls that 
give eloquence to souls that are as cold as 
quicksilver, to naked forms and unpeopled 
walls. We are mere fractions. No one of 
us is a unit. It is multiplicity alone that 
makes perfect. What was spoken in the 
garden, “ It is not good for man to be alone,” 
finds response in every prayer-room, in 
every summer grove, and at every fire-side. 
This, all, which is understood plainly enough 
tn re, shall be perfected above—where, if 
there be no marriage of twain, there shall 
be the marriage of all.

The basis of all social joy is not exact 
coincidence of opinion, but it it a congenial­
ity of spirit, and a hearty mutual concur­
rence on the great ideas which go to make 
tm ifie sum of life. There need not be 
unison ; often it is better there should not 
be. There must be harmony. There must 
bo a key-note, from which all distances 
measure themselves, and in which the 
strains come to its conclusion. The key­
note is undetermined here, and therefore the 
joy of friendship is but partially realized.— 
In heaven it is fixed and the harmony made 
perfect. There all selfishness and obtuse- 
ness are removed, and the love of God in 
Christ forms the uniting link between all 
hearts, and secures to all the same general 
temper of mind, however varied in gifts 
and in fullness of tone the life of different 
persons may be. The community of ideas, 
wi^'ut which we may regard men as crea­
tures of a lower order, with gregarious in- 
Mincis alone, has for its nucleus and vitaliz­
ing root, •• God over all, blessed for ever­
more”—so that friendship and love have 
room for the highest, purest, and most joy­
ful development.—Rev. Arthur Sicatey.

One Form of Parental Neglect
AVere every professing Christian to re­

alize, as he should, the great importance of 
the means of grace, we might expect to see 
much more practical Christianity than meets 
the eye in general. AVe have abundance of 
addresses and speeches, printed and not 
printed, in reference to the power of the 
Press. Every social gathering for railway 
or other celebrations bears testimony, by 
vehement applause, to the truth of wbat may 
be said respecting the immense influence of 
the Pre=8 in modern days. Every meet­
ing called to hold the anniversaries of Mis­
sionary, Itel gious, or Benevolent Societies, 
bears witness to the importance of using the 
Press as an engine of Gospel Propagation. 
But, if we turn from words to deeds : if we 
call 'on the proprietor or managing committee 
of any religious newspaper, and ask to see 
his list of subscribers ; if we ascertain how 
mHDy of these have paid in advance, or 
have paid any part of long accumulating 
arrears: perhaps we shall find that the use 
made of the Religious Press, and the en­
couragement given to it, bears a very small 
proportion to the amount of persons who 
are ready to applaud every sentiment of ap­
probation bestowed on the Religious Press. 
“ The Athenians know wbat is right, said 
the old man, “ but the Lacedemonians prac­
tice iu” How lew Lacedemonians we nave,

! in proportion to the Athenians who express­
ed themselves fully aware of the necessity 
and benefit of religious newspapers ? Every 
one admits the benefits resulting from the 
circulation of religious tracts. Wbat can 
bs a better mode of tract distribution than 
the enlarged circulation of a religious news­
paper ? There is nothing which a tract 
contains which may not be inserted in the 

i columns of the religious newspaper, with a 
much better chance of being generally read 
than it would have in pamphlet form — 
Every number of the newspaper may con­
tain the substance of five or six tracts, and 
being sent to five thousand subscribers re- 

; gu'arly every week, is put in the way of at 
! least three times that number of individuals. 
Coming to the family regularly every week, 
it exerts a quiet, but accumulating influence ; 
and we cannot but think that it is a too com­
mon form of parental neglect for any man 
to decline furnishing his family with what 
must be so beneficial to them as a good re­
ligious newspaper.— Toronto Echo.

Remember the Departed.
Let the departed be held in holy remem­

brance ! Let not a lineament fade ! But 
let it be a Christian remembrance. Re­
member them not as those who were, but 
as those who are. Seek them in the hea­
vens. Death may dissolve all false and un­
real bonds ; but it only makes closer all 
real ones. Not one such bond is broken.— 
Remember them as beings who look on you 
with both wiser and tenderer interest than 
when they were with you—wiser, as belter 
knowing ibe true ends of life, and tenderer, 
as better knowing its struggles. Remember 
them as beings who morn than ever rejoice 
in every step you take in a Christian way, 
and who mourn not to much for your trials, 
as for sins. Such a memory hallows the 
earth, and it brings almost to our vision a 
higher world. In the Apocalypse, the hea­
ven and the earth were seen to pass away, 
and before the eye of the seer arose a new 
heaven and a new earth. It is scarcely too 
much to say that the sublime vision is re­
peated in the experience of every Christian 
believer. As friend after friend departs, 
what was before our earthly home, expands 
with them into the skies. Tne spiritual 
world of faith is added to the world of sight. 
Every tie broken here is carried upward to 
be made spiritual and immortal.

And there are not those a one whom we 
have known and loved, but the good ol all 
ages. Nor these alone. He is there, 
through whom it is given us to have this 
blessed faith, and whose visible resurrection 
of all. He is there—net as when on the 
earth, crowned with thorns, and fainting 
under the cross—but clothed in the bright­
ness of the Father ; and over all the infinite 
goodness, the all-embracing love, in whom 
all things subsist. Before this vision re­
vealed to faith, the earth and its interests 
no longer seem of sole or chief importance.— 
A\re attain to some understanding of the 
words of the beloved disciple : “ I saw a 
new heaven and a new < arlh ; for the first 
heaven and first earth were passed away.— 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying,1 Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain ; for the former 
things are passed away.”—Rev. E. Peabody

j I
tions, mignonnette, thyme, hyssop, camomile 
and rosemary are used.

In Cabul, burying-grounds are held in 
veneration, and wete called duet of the 
Silent. The Jews called them Houses of 
the Dead. The Egyptians visited the graves 
of their friends twice a week, and strewed 
sweet basil on them, and do to this day.

While the custom of decorating graves 
and graveyards with flowers and ornamen- 

j tai trees and shrubs has prevailed so long 
j and extensively among the ancients and mo­
dern civilised nations, some of the Ameri­
can aborigines will not permit a weed or 
blade of grass, nor any other vegetable, to 
grow upon the graves of their friends.

• Decorating the Grave.
There is a kind of pathos and touching 

tenderness of expression in these sweet and 
fragrant emblems of affection, which lan­
guage cannot reach, and which is calculated 
to perpetuate a kind of soothing sympathy 
between the living and the dead. They 
speak of cords of life too strong for even the 
grave to break asunder. This practice, no 
doubt, gave rise to the ancient custom which 
prevailed in the East, of burying in gardens, 
and is one which conduces to the gratifica­
tion of the best feelings of our nature. It 
prevailed generally in and about the Holy 
City, and also among the Medes, Persians, 
Grecians and Romans. The Persians adop­
ted it from the Medes—the Grecians from 
the Persians. Iu Rome, persons of distinc­
tion were buried in gardens or fields near 
the public roads. Their monuments were 
decorated with chaplets, and balsams, and 
garlands of flowers.

The tomb of Achilles was decorated with 
amaranth ; the urn of Piiilopomœn was cov­
ered with chaplets ; the grave of Sophocles 
with roses and ivy; that of Anacreon with 
ivy and flowerets. Baskets of lilies, vio­
lets and roses, were placed in the graves of 
husbands and wives—white roses on unmar­
ried females. In Java, the inhabitai ts scat­
ter flowers over the bodies of their friends ; 
in China,^he custom of planting flowers on 
the graves of their friends is ol very ancient 
date, and still prevails. e

In Tripoli, the tombs are decora'ed with 
garlands of roses, of Arabia jessamine, and 
orange and myrtle flowers.

In Scbwytz, a village in Switzerland, 
there is a beautiful little churchyard, in 
which almost every grave is covered with 
pinks. In the elegant churchyard in AVir- 
fin, in the valley of Sal.a, in Germany, the 
graves are covered with little oblong boxes, 
which are planted with perennial shrubs, or 
renewed with annual flowers ; and others are 
so dressed on fete days. Suspended from 
the ornaments of recent graves are little va­
ses tilled with water, in which the flowers 
are preserved fresh.—Children are often 
thus seen dressing the graves of their mo­
thers, and mothers wreathing garlands for 
their children.

A late traveller, on going early in the 
morning into one of the churchyards in the 
village of Wirfio, saw six or seven persons 
decorating the graves of their friends, and 
some of” whom had been buried twenty 
years. This custom al-o prevails in Scot­
land, and in North and South AVales. An 
epitaph there says,

“ The village maiden» to her'gravo shall bring 
The fragrant garland, each returning spring, 
Selected tweets! in eroLlem ol the mtiJ,
Who underneath this hallowed turf it laid

In AVales, children hâve snow-drops, 
primroses, violets, hazel-bloom, and sallow 
blossoms on their graves. Persons of ma­
ture years have tansy, box, ivy and rue. .In 
South Wales, no flowers or evergreens are 
permitted to be planted on graves but those 
which are sweet scented. Pink, polyan*

The Bible.
The Bible is a venerable book—most ven­

erable. For four thousand years, as a part 
or a whole, it has been “ a road through 
the abyss of time,” upon which men have 
walked as if it were solid pavement. It is 
the only bridge spanning the gulf, buttress­
ed and upheld by D.vine veracity. Be­
neath it hell yawns.—Faith goes up upon it 
eiugiug ; rainbows of hope and promise hover 
over it; everlasting joy and blessedness bec­
kon at the end. There alway is light when 
everywhere else is darkness ; ever and anon 
God’s smile breaking through ; death itself 
no longer dreadful—

44 Only a gray eve ’tween two shining days,**

a comma betwixt Ibis and that, betwixt the 
two existences, yet one ; betwixt time and 
eternity, bewixt earth and heaven. Re­
ceiving it as God’s Gift Book, Keepsake, 
Souvenir, how delightful to turn its pages 
filled with testimonies of his love, odorous 
with his breath, musical with his voice ! 
How the soul leaps up to meet the paternal 
stoop of Divine condescension when im­
parting to us the spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, 44 Abba, Father !” Apprehensive, 
trembling, filled with remorse, falling into 
despair, how sweet to know that there is 
41 forgiveness with God,” that ho “ can ba 
just, and yet the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus !” AVhen tossed, tempted 
and afflicted, how calm and safe this enchor- 
age ! AVhat equanamity and equipoise it 
gives to the soul ! what fortitude, wbat pa­
tience ; what moral strength ; what eleva­
tion ; what grandeur ; what happiness ! How 
it fills, satisfies, and blesses ! H >w adapta 1 
in every way to the Wants of man ! Not 
light is so suited to the eye, nor sound to 
the ear, nor food to the taste. The evi­
dence of iu truth is within. lie needs no 
chemist to tell him that it is sweet, whole­
some, beneficent in its operation ; for has 
he not experienced it a thousand times ? 
How can he doubt it ? AVhen he sees the 
sun does bo not know it, having eyes to 
see ? AVhat horror in the thought, could he 
once imagine that the curtain thus lifted 
between God and man might fall again, and 
this apocalypse and revelation of Divine 
mercy be shut out forever ! How think 
you, then, must He feel when he sees Athe­
istic men madly wishing and working lor 
this very thing ? How melancholy to know 
that the audacious attempt will not wholly 
fail ! In his last illness, a few days before 
his death, Sir AValtcr Scott asked Mr. 
Lockhart to read to him. Mr. Lockhart 
enquired what book he would like. *• Can 
you ask ?” said Sir Walter, 44 there is hut 
One,” and requested him to read a chapter 
of the gospel of John. One Sun. one Bible. 
The place which the fir-t holds in the natur­
al world the last holds in the moral ; blot 
either, and what were our state then ?

“ O dark, dark, dark, irrecoverably dirk,
Total eclipse, without dl hope of day.”

Although no power of malice can do this, 
yet it can do that which is tantamount to it. 
There is the sight which, being

“ To such a tender ball as the eye confined,
Is obvious and easy to be quenched ”

AVho robs me of my faith puts out the eyes 
of my soul, and exiles me from light.

“ To livt a life half dea 1, a living death,
And buried ; but, ob yet more imsor tble,
Mvself my sepulchre, a moving grave,”

makes me the 44 dungeon of myself," and 
reserves me under chains of darkness 

against the judgment o( the great day.— 
Medical and Surgical Reporter.

Romish Perfidy.
The practice of the Church of Rome has 

been in strict accordance with her doctrine. 
Faith she has not kept with heretics wher­
ever it could serve her purpose to break it. 
Compacts framed with the highest solemni­
ties, and sanctioned by the holiest oaths, she 
has violated, without the least scruple or 
compunction, when the interests of Protes­
tantism were concerned. AVhat, we ask, is 
her history, but one long, unwearied tale of 
lies, frauds, perfidies, broken vows and vio­
lated oaths. Every party that has trusted 
her, she has in turn betrayed. It mattered 
not how awful the sanctions with which she 
was bound and bow numerous the pledges 
and guarantees of sincerity which she had 
given; these bonds were to Rome but as the 
green withes on the arms of Sampson.^— 
Her wickedness is without parallel in the 
annals of human treachery. Perfidies 
which the most abandoned of Pagan govern­
ments would have shuddered to commit, 
Rome has deliberately perpetrated and un- 
biusbingly justified. In tho case ol others, 
those enormities have been exceptions, and 
have formed a departure from the generally 
recognized principles, deliberately adopted 
as the guiding maxims of her policy. AVe 
question whether an instance can be adduced 
of so much as one engagement that has been 
kept in matters involving the conflicting in­
terests of Protestantism and Popery, when 
it could be advantageously broken. AVe do 
not know of any such. But time would fail, 
and space is wanting, to narrate even a tithe 
of the instances in which the most solemn 
engagements were most perfidiously violated 
—Iramed to entrap the confiding victims.— 
The cases are innumerable, we say, in which 
the Romm Catholics have made promises 
and oaths to individuals, to cities, to pro­
vinces, with the most public and solemn 
forms, and the moment they obtained the 
advantage these oaths were intended to se­
cure, they delivered over to slaughter and 
devastation those very men to whom they 
bad sworn in the great name of God. Ah ! 
could the soil of France disclose her slaugh­
tered millions—could the snows of the Alps, 
and the vales of Piedmont give up the dead 
which they cover—these confessors could 
tell bow Rome kept her oaths and covenants.

Their voice bas been silent for ages ; but 
history pleads their cause ; it has preserved 
the vows solemnly made, but perfidiously 
violated ; and pointing to the blood of the 
martyrs, it calls aloud to-*eaven for ven­
geance on the perfidy that shed it. In the 
Albigeosian war, Louis of France having 
besieged the town of Azignon for a long 

j time, and lost 23,060 men before it, was on 
the point of raising the seige, when the fol­
lowing strniagem was successfully resorted 
to. The R .man Legate swore before the 
city gates, that if admission were granted, 
he would enter alone with the Prelates, sim­
ply for the purpose of examining the faith 
of the citizens. The gates were opened, 
the Legate entered, the army rushed in at 
bis back, hundreds ol the houses were razed, 
multitudes of the inhabitants were slaugh­
tered, and of the rest a great part was car­
ried away as hostages.—Ify/ie.

Old Methodist Usages,
There are certain practices which have 

been observed by the Methodists in their 
worship, from the firs*, which cannot be 
changed without injury to our church, and 
the changing of which by any person, would 
subject him to just blame, and severe re­
proof. We shall name some ol the prac­
tices to show our approbation of them, and 
to guard our people against unwonted and 
mischievous innovations.

It has been the practice of our people, to 
offer a short prayer on entering the bouse 
of worship, and formerly it was always 
done as it should be now, on the knees.— 
The place, ourown state, and the object of 
the meeting, require this ; and whether it be 
held in a dwelling, a school bouse, or a 
church it should be done. But, to the con­
trary we have observed, with regret, pro­
férera of religion, and Methodists too, come 
into a house of prayer, and take their seats, 
as if they bad come to an unction, or a feast.

During singing everybody ought to look 
towards the preacher. This the Methodists 
have generally done. To say nothing of 
the bad manners of turning the back on the 
servant of God we have come to hear, it is 
opposed to the custom which was required 
to be observed by Mr. Wesley's hearers.

The closing lines of the last verse of a 
hymn were once invariably repeated.— 
Throughout the world the Methodists have 
done, and generally still do this. AVe shall 
not stop to point out the advantages of such 
a practice to the congregation find the 
minister. It is sufficient for us, that it is a 
practice as old as Methodism, and requires 
no vindication. It is a practice which is 
endeared to our people by many sacred as­
sociations, iind ought not to be dispelled with. 
A\> pay no regard to what others say or do 
in this matter. What have the Methodists 
done during almost a century and a half of 
their existence ? Just what we must do 
now. We are Methodists. Let others who 
are not act as they please.

Every person in a Methodist congregation 
is expected to be on his knees during prayer. 
We hesitate not to affirm, that members of 
other congregations, when occasional hear­
ers, should conform to our custom, and un­
doubtedly our own hearers should do it.— 
But ilpis painful to see some of our mem­
bers and hearers, in different parts of the 
country, who are in health, standing or sit­
ting during prayer. AVe are not going to 
argue on the most proper posture foFprayer. 
The Methodists have decided that for them­
selves. AVe ask only what is the custom of 
our congregations everywhere, though not 
of every person in them ? This is a suffi­
cient rule, and ought to be kept by all who 
attend our worship.

Silent prayer at the close of service is 
becoming. How serious a moment or two 
spent prayerfully in silence when the bene­
diction has been pronounced, and how pro- 
fiiable ! Instead of this we have in more 
places than one seen the people in haste to 
be gone before it was pronounced, and as 
soon as pronounced, the men clap their bats 
on in the house of worship, and a noise, an 
uproar, almost ensue when all should have 
been solemn and devotional. May all our 
congregations entirely shun these evils 1

Be it ours then to ask, what is Methodist 
usage in tht-e respects, and to conform to 
it with tenacity and constancy. While what 
is new in Methodist doctrine is false, what 
is new in Methodist usage is generally preju­
dicial, AVe look oo innovations with fear 
and abhorrence. In the practices to which 
wo have referred, no change can lawfully 
be made by any member, official, or private 
Our body is one, and those practices have 
been so long in existence among us, and 
found to bo advantageous, that they are 
stamped with the authority of law—law 
which only the universal consent of our 
church can reverse. Let us keep to law 
with simplicity and firraneas, and our Primi­
tive Methodism will keep us, and continue 
to bless mankind.

A Member of the M. E. Chckch,
For near forty years.

—Southern Christian Advocate.

Dr. Adam Clarke as an Extem­
poraneous Preacher.

Dr. Clarke remarks in one of his letters 
to Mr. Brackenbury :

“ To reduce preaching to the rules of 
science, and to learn the art of it, is some­
thing of which oy soul cannot form too 
horrid an idea. I bless Jesus Christ I have 
never learned to preach, but through his 
eternal mercy I am taught from time to time 
by him as I need instruction. I cannot make 
a sermon before 1 go into the pulpit ; there­
fore 1 am obliged to hang upon the arm and 
wisdom of the Lord. I read a great deal, 
write very little and strive to study.”

All the way through bis long career, he 
was, more than most men in the pulpit, an 
extempore preacher. In the course of bis 
life he wrote many sermons, which are now 
extant in his works; but the greater num­
ber of these give but an inadequate idea of 
his style and manner of preaching. Some 
of them were written designedly for the 
press, and may be considered more as the­
ological treatises than pulpit orations. He 
wrote as a divine, but preached as an apos­
tle. Many of his most effective pulpit ef­
forts were achieved with no previous aid 
from the pen. The Rev. J. B. B. Clark, 
in the retrospect he has published of his 
father’s life, says :

“ He hardly ever wrote a line in prepa­
ration for preaching. I have now in my
possession a slip of paper, about three inches

long by one wide, containing the first w. rds 
i of a number of texts ; and this was the sole 
list of memoranda on w I»; lie preached 
several occasional sermu.,s iu various parts
of the country.”

Once, when on a visit to Plymouth, he 
preached for two hours on. the great ques­
tion in Acts xvi. 30. 44 What must I do 
to be saved ?” Several of the clergy of 
the place were present, and united alier- 
wards in requesting him to publish the 
discourse ; one offering to lake a hundred 
copies for his congregation, another two 
hundred and fifty, and another five hundred. 
Vet he had to tell them, in reply, that he 
had 4 neither outline nor notes ot the sub­
ject, nor any time to commit the discourse 
to writing.” Such a habit of extempore 
speaking can be recommended to the imita­
tion of but few ; and these, men in whom 
more than common power of ready and cor­
rect speech is added to more than common 
stores of knowledge. But it enabled Dr. 
Clarke to seize upon any passing incident 
and turn it to advantage, or to sh It the topic 
of discourse, if some important object re 
quired it, without inconvenience to himself. 

Oa one occasion, after he had pleached

Nazareth, Bey rout, and Zsh'i h, ll.rir pah. ■- 
convents and schools tower proudly ov. r all 
other structures. No one ever I c--< c ' a 
Jesuit or Franciscan “lather” being trnr- 
d red. robbed, or even insulted. Ibe 
French Consuls—men of energy and is • nt 
— look alter them, and the Turks know -hat

Sweden.
The revival f religion in Protestant 

Sweden, and th- persecution which has 
overtaken the converts, continue to fix the 
■m ention and ex -do the sympathy of Briti-h 
Cnri-dians. The matter was fully deflated 
at the recent meeting of the Baptist Lnion fj|| well. In Damascus, the convents of ti e 
in London, and Dr. E. Steane. and the Rev. Franciscans, Lazarists,and Saurs de L hu'ite, 
J. H. Hinton, two eminent Baptist minis- , „ro among the finest buildings ot tin- my. 
ters, were deputed to visit Sweden, tu|pd- The inmates have a French Consul to pro- 
minister counsel and comfort to the perse- tert them, and a phtsicii.n paid by tiie 
cuted Baptists, end to remonstrate with the French Government to attend u; on them, 
persecuting authorities of that country I And to crown the whole, tho French Ku-pe-

Dr. Steane has just sent a letter to Eng- r,,r fiws recently transmitted to the Gath- c
Patriarch ot Antioch a grand cross ot the 
Legion of Honor, and has s gnitir d his inten­
tion of giving him in tutu re a royal t.is ’. - 
shiih cf 10,000 francs a year.

The Confessional.

land, in which h< gives the most cheering 
account of the Swedish revival. Speaking 
of those who have etttbraee.l Baptist views, 
he says : 44 The Lord is marvellously work­
ing among them and by theta. The rc-1 

i ports ol their progress and increase in I 
| almost all parts ol the country revive tho ;
i remembrance ol Apostolic days. There The Archbishop of Canterbury, we r l'­
are at this time in Stockholm 300 or W*" jolce to say, has confirmed the decision of 

„ j waiting to be baptized. Their baptisms t|le liishop of London in withdrawing the 
> j have to be stealthily administered on some ! |lLYnse 0f ,he RiV. Albert Poole, in cotise, 

lone seashore, or in an hidden nook of some f ()u,,nce „f the fact that the latter had prsv
„„„ _..w .. __  ,_______ ( inland lake, where no hostile eyu may see confession as one ot the Curates id N.

at the City-road chapel, a friend remarked | them, »”d no lurking policeman spring upon i; in),t,a, Mr. Poole has now been judged 
to him, “ I could not but observe, that in the I them." ^ ! and deservedly condemned lor indulging in
sermon you seemed suddenly to quit the ! Dr. Steane and Mr. Hinton have obtain- j practices which the Church of England tn-
subject you had in hand, an-1 fly oil to a ml interviews with the Chancellor of Justice, j ilrv\y repudiates. He is no longer a minis-

‘ ltie Ministers of State f'*r F vireign and Ec- j |vr ti( *♦ liarnahas no longer to indulge
clesiastical affairs, the Archbi-hop and Pri- ^ janCy ni leading captive - silly wom.-i) . "

no longer, in short, to do the work ol Romo

series of arguments in proof of the divinity 
of our Saviour, wiih which your previous 
subject was not connected. Had you any 
reason for so doing?” 44 Yes," said he ; 
“ I observed Dr. K. (a celebrated L’nitar- 
ian, ) steal into the hack part of the chapel ; 
and after a f rw minutes, plant his stick firm 
ly, as if he intended to hear me out. So, by 
God’s help, I determined to bear my testi­
mony lo the divinity of our Lord, trusting 
that he would touch his heart, and give him 
another opportunity of hearing and receiv­
ing the truth.”—Dr. Etheridye.

Bossuet and Milton.
AVe have no English Bossuet, we Lave 

reason to be thankful that our national life 
was never so concentrated in the palace as 
to give a pre-eminence to the court pulpit 
sufficient to maintain such lofty flights of 
rhetorical magniloquence. But England 
produced in that same age a genius of 
grander and more truly religious soul ; 
greater in bis asperations, and more noble 
in his life ; a man who never crook, d the 
hinges ot hi. knee to power ; who raised 
his eloquent voice again and again in lie- 
half of unviolated liberty of thought and 
conscience ; who endeavoured to forward 
the reign of God’s justice upon earth ; who, 
blind, old, deserted, clung with unquench­
able ardor to the cause that was despised by 
the court, scorned by the great, and des­
paired of by the people ; a name that will 
be as dear as his works to the most distant 
posterity ; who was great and good, whether 
considered as a Christian, poet, politician, 
or patriot. If France has her Bossuet, 
England has her Milton. The g-nius of 
the one and of the other hears the same 
stamp of massive grandeur ; the eloquence 
of one and of the other rose to sublimity 
and pierced tha vail of mortality. But the 
French orator was the champion of author­
ity and of the Church of Rome ; the En­
glish poet was the child of freedom and of 
sacred truth ; and if tiie works of Bossuet» 
stand as proud memorials of tho court and 
creed he adorned, the writings of Milton 
breathe an immortal spirit which changes ol 
opinion will never consign to the records ol 
the past, and which the. revolutions will 
never efface.—Edinburgh Review.

Religious Intelligence.
Is Popery Increasing?

Is it relatively stronger in the United 
States than it rpas filly years ago ? Are 
there more Roman Catholiss in our country 
at this time than there were in 180b ?— 
Then our population was 7 000,000, and 
there were 2 Romish bishops, 38 priests, and 
30 churches. AVe give these numbers as 
we find them in an exchange paper. We 
think there must have been more than thirty 
Roman Catholic churches in our country 
filty years ago.

In 1858 our population is about 30,000,- 
000, and they have 30 bishops, 1 872 priests, 
and 2,000 churches, with a nominal Roman 
Catholic population of 4.000,000. Accord­
ing to these statistics the ratio of the in­
crease of the Papal body has greatly ex­
ceeded that of the entire population. AVbile 
the population is four times as large as it 
was fifty years ago, the papal communion is 
more than twenty times as numerous. It is 
also more diffused and extended, and has its 
agencies at work to gain proselytes through 
the country. It numbers 35 ecclesiastical 
institutions, 29 incorporated colleges, 1.34 
female schools or academies, and some 20 
non-incorporated colleges.

In considering the relative increase and 
numbers of Romanists in our country, it 
should be borne in mind that some two or 
three millions have migrated from Ireland 
and Germany to our shores within the last 
twenty years. The current of European 
emigrations is flowing continually, and bears 
upon its surface many thousands of the 
Catholics who come to us to better their con 
dition. In this way, as well as by the fire­
side training of their children, their num­
bers are continually increasing. They pr# 
sent a vast field for evangelical effort in all 
our principal cities. The missionaries and 
agents of the American and Foreign Chris­
tian Union, occupying this field, merit the 
cordial sympathies, prayers and support of 
the church.

While Popery has been thus growing in 
numbers during the last fifty years, Protes­
tantism has been extending ita.mfiuence over 
wide teriitories formerly under the exclusive 
control of the priesthood During this pe­
riod the chains, of Romish despotism have 
been broken through the territories of Loui­
siana, Florida, Texas, California and Ore­
gon, comprising one-balf of our national 
domain in which Protestant schools and 
churches ate rising in numbers and influ­
ence every year, and the Word of God has 
free course and is glorified. Protestantism 
—the religion of the Bible—Is advancing— 
is increasing in strength, and if Christians 
will be true to their faith, and to their coun­
try, and loyal to their Prince and Saviour, 
He will at length reign in the hearts of a 
people richly blessed of Heaven throughout 
this wide Uu<L— OArUtian Oburvtr.

mate of Sweden, and the Governor ol the 
city. They were received with matkrd 
courtesy, and they lent a respectful ear to 
the complaints ol the rigorous persecution. 
They all concurred, loo, in assuring the de­
legation that the Baptists should have relief 
by laws being pa-sed in their favor at the 
next meeting of the Diet ; that it was Stale 
policy as well as justice to grant toleration 
to non-Lutheran sects.

Dr. Steane believes that the civil raters, 
if not the friends of the new converts, would 
not actively persecute them ; and that the 
state clergy were the instigators of -all the 
intolerant measures taken against them.— 
He goes on further to say that it would be 
wrong to represent the Baptists as the only 
sufferers tor Christ’s sake. A gracious rain 
from the Lord is falling all over the coun­
try. There is not a parish in Sweden where 
the religious awakening is not taking place, 
and persons of every grade of life are com­
ing under its influence. Instances of sud­
den conversion, as sudden and remarkable 
as some of those in the New Testament, are 
constantly occurring.

Contemplating the American Revival, and 
now the Swedish Revival, who docs not
pray-

O that ell imtrhi citcti th* Haine, 
A l pirteke the glorious bliss

—Coir. Pittsburgh Chr. Adc.

Civil War in Syria,
Stria, May 27th, 1858.

A full detail of the events which now oc­
cur daily in this country would startle the 
quiet people of England. Civil wars are 
waging north and south, east and west.—
They ore petty to be sure, but they arc de­
solating whole districts. The wild No<air- 
iycliol Northern Syria, lately made a raid on 
the territory of Ilamab, arid swept off the 
whole moveable property of three Christian 
villages, killing several, and driving out the 
real, men, women, and children, homeles- 
auj destitute. The Anazrh Arabs tire col­
lecting in vast numbers along the north-east 
ern frontiers. Their obj-ct is not yet known.
Some say it is to attack O.nar Pacha at Bag­
dad; ot iters that it ts to plunder the environs 
of Hamah, Hums, and Damascus. The 
Turks have sufficient force to resist them it 
they would only act But the apathy of the 
Government is so extraordinary that no one 
can predict what will be result.
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES ATTACKED AND 

PLUNDERED.

I stated in my last fetter that the roads of 
Palestine were all infested with armed bri­
gands. Within the last few days a party 

u»f American Msssionaries were passing 
along the coast from Jaffa to Carmel.—
When near the ruins of Cæsarea, they were 
attacked by some twenty rutfitns and plun­
dered of everything. Ode lady was drag­
ged from her horse, a gun was presented at 
her head, and a dagger brandished before 
her face, while a half-naked savage tore 
open a part of her dress, and rifled her 
pockets. The others were treated with 
equal violence and brutality ; and their ser­
vants and muleteers were even stript of part 
of their clothes. The money and property 
taken are valued at some £60. The per­
petrators of this act are most probably con­
nected with those who, a few months ago 
murdered a missionary at Jaffa, and com­
mitted such terrible outrages on his wife 
and daughter. We may expect still more 
of this Sepoyism, unless the Governments 
of England and America awake from their 
slumber. AVhen such crimes are permitted 
to go unpunished, life and property cannot 
be secure. No steps are being taken io 
bring the Jaffa murderers to justice. They 
are in prison, it is true, but the active consul 
who put them there has returned to his post 
in Egypt. The honor of Christian nations 
is at stake ; nay, more, the lives of their 
citizens are thus left to the tender mercies 
of reckless, irresponsible ruffians. Such 
acts must soon paralyze all missionary 
effort. Of course, no help can be expected 
from the Turks ; yet they do not often add 
insult to inefficiency.

MORE OUTRAGES.
I have one more outrage to detail. Some 

time ago two missionaries were tent to Syria 
by the Covenanting Church ol the United 
Stales. After remaining a few months in 
Damascus, they resolved to establish them 
selves in Zahleh, a town of 10,000 inhabi­
tants ; situated on the eastern declivity of 
Lebanon. One of them removed to the 
new field last autumn. During the winter 
several attempts were made by the Catholic 
Biihop to drive him away ; but it was only 
a few weeks ago the exertions of the worthy 
prelate were crowned with success. It ap­
pears that, by mingled threats and promisee, 
and probably a sp ce of French intrigue, be 
persuaded the sheikhs to assemble and con­
vey the missionary, his wife, infant child, 
goods and chattels out of the town, and leave 
them there to go wherever God might open 
a door for them- They have taken refuge 
for the present at Bahmdun, in Lebanon,

While Protestant missionaries are thus :nr death." But death
treated to worse than lynch law, let us see lultimat y le sorrowing parent* and
how Roman Catholic fare. la J««akm.lwc garni While sorrowing parent* ana

under the garb ol a Protestant Clrvgy man.
The whole correspondence that passed 

between the Bishop ol London, Mr. Poole 
and the Church-wardens ot tit. Barnabas, 
has been published. It raises Dr. Tait iu 
the estimation of all thoughtful and Christian 
men. 44 His Lir Iship had a difficult task in 
hand The 4 priests ’ of such churches as 
‘ St. Barnabe*,’ are usually well versed in 
every wily art and ingenious contrivance. 
It is not easy lo catch them anywhere ; they 
slip-from your grasp by eo.no happy marne li­
vre, even when you fancy you have secur­
ed them. We must give Mr. Poolo credit 
for doing his best t° Imlll ; the Bishop ; lie 
tried hard to get his diocesan into a kind of 
personal dispute with him ; hut all in vatu. 
The Bishop regarded and, rightly so, tho 
whole subject in it? various bearings ; and 
whilst paying si generous tribute to the la 
hours of Mr. Poole, unhesitatingly declared 
that his views and practices were such as to 
until him lor carrying on his labours wilii 
the Church of England The terms in 

hich the Bishop's d-cision were conveyed 
are so suggestive that wo make room for 
them here

4 Under the circumstances,’ writes his 
lordship, • I feel 1 ought to mark my sense 
of the impropriety of what you descrilio as 
your practice ; and I shall therefore feel 
myself bound, ihough with great pain, to 
withdraw your been» - as curate of St. Bar­
nabas, and shall send you formal notice ac­
cordingly.

1 1 earnestly pray that this solemn pro­
test on my part against a course in which 
you have departed from the spirit and prac­
tice of the Church of England, and assimi­
lated your mode of dealing with your peu­
ple too much lo the system o? the Church 
of Rame, may cause you to pause and re- 
fleet on the dangers to which such a c mr-e 
of action as you have adopted may expose 
both yourselt and those over whom you ex­
ercise influence.'

it would be impossible to over-estimate 
the importance of this decision, confirmed 
as it now is by the Archbishop ot Canter­
bury. The Humanisera in the Chuich have 
been allowed for so long a period to propa­
gate their pernicious theories as to confes­
sion and absolution that the time had indeed 
coine for something to he done in the shape 
of practical and energetic pro'esl against 
their manifold perversions. Mr. Gresley, 
Mr Neale of Saekville College notoriety, 
Dr. Posey, and a host of others, have not 
scrupled to maintain the lawfulne-s and ex­
pediency of * confession ' as an habitual 
ordinance, second only lo the 4 greater Sa­
craments ‘ of the Church. Words found in 
the prayer book, and only applicable in the 
most exceptionable esses, have been wrested 
and mis quoted in order to give some son of 
sanction to a custom fit only lor an idola­
trous and priest-ridden Church, and which 
we are sure, the people of this protestant 
realm will never lor a moment sanction or 
allow. We shall he curious to see how 
these very men, who in their writings refer 
to Bishops as though they were inspiicd 
apostles ; and oÇ the power committed to 
them as something truly tremendous, and of 
the respect due to them, as something far 
too deep for utterance—will regard the re­
cent decision of the authorities ol the church. 
One thing, however, is perfectly plain. The 
scriptural and protestant character of the 
Church of England has once more been 
plainly asserted. The Rjmanisers have 
received a check which they will not easily 
get over, and the Bishop of London has 
proved himself fully equal to the diffi­
cult business brought before him. After all, 
there are yet many cheering and hopeful 
signs amongst us, and every earnest hearted 
member of the English Church may well 

thank God and take courage."’—Church 
Witness.

Obituary Notices.
MISB. MART HODGSON.

Died, in the Township of Cairo»», Coun­
ty of Bruce, Canada West, Mart, daugh­
ter of Ralph and Hannah Hodgson, aged 
23 years.

Tfie subject of this brief memoir was born 
at East Branch, River Philip, and removed 
to Canada with her parents in the fill of 
1856. Blessed with a pious parentage, and 
early taught to love the B ble, revere the 
Sabbath, and acknowledge God, Mary was 
always ooblameable in her moral cbarac’.r, 
and upright ami consistent in her depart­
ment. In connection with a series ol reli­
gious services held by the writer in the old 
school house at East Branch, Mary, with 
several of her young companions, professe 
faith in Christ From the happy hour when 
“ the scales fell from her eyes ’ “ her pat - 
way has been like that ot the ju»4, » 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. 
Never robust and strong, and not mured to 
the hardship and toil incident to a life in the 
backwoods of Canada, our dear sister took 
a cold, which settled upon her


