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Praise to God. trate your attention upon the interests of the beauty of the blossoming rose. In the fires of hisjambition : there are no honours in I Perhaps the labour which you thought most ' of what the Society hopes to accomplish for i hundred and thirty societies, which embrace
the cause of Christ,—interests so exalted as hopeful conversion'of some, whom you found j reserve more glittering than those he already : barren of results, will in the day of the those populous regions, when larger means \ six thousand members. These societies are

O worship the King all glorious above ! to merit the utmost freedom from distracting ignorant of Christ, even upon the bed of l wears.1 His work is finished ; his occupation ; Lord prove to have been as a tree planted shall be placed at their command. The be-! confederated, and are called the Young Men's
O gratefully sing bis power and his love ! cares, and to make us covet the abstraction death, and in the consistent church-member- is gone ; and the indolence, pride, and impe- | by the water-courses. Nothing that is truly 1 ginning which has been made in China re- Christian Associations of the Rhino and
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, uf foe rapt and adoring seraphim (if Isaiah’s ship of others, whom you first persuaded to riousness of his latter days give the broad j great aod good has been wrought, but by an quires to be faithfully sustained. Westphalia. 1 cannot at present go into
Pavilion'd in splendour and girdled with praise. vjsjon. enter the sanctuary, you would meet with j lie to loud pretensions which marked the j unconquerable perseverance. Fifty years! Africa presents an open field for Mission- 1 details respecting them, lor my sheet is

Again: If habits of usefulness are not an ample reward. This is no chimerical ! morning of bis career. Whatever your hand | had to roll away before the reiterated blows ary operation. The recent disturbances at ; nearly full ; but it would delight you, and
O tell of his might, O sing ot his grace, I formed note, it is very unlikely that they scheme : again and again it has been tried, findeth to do, do it with the light of eternity | of the friends of the African effected the I Gambia will probably result in an extension 1 call forth the gratitude and prayers of your
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space ; j wjll be formed hereafter. On your present j and has succeeded. It requires much of l flashing around you in ail its unearthly brilli- j abolition of slavery in the British dominions, of the British territory, and in bringing ad devout readers, to l.arn what" a work of

This earth, with its store ol wooden untold, 
Almighty ! thy power hath founded of old ; 
Hath "established it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Thy bountiful card, what tongue can recite ?
It breathes n the ait, it shines in the light ;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

His chariots of wrath deep thunder clouds form, j j( roajnly demands, whether you self-denial and holy hardihood; hut God
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm. ! sha|| through life be as burning and shining ! has been pleased to grant it His abundant

lights, or as lamps placed under a bushel ;, blessing. II you were to follow out a well 
vigorous and serviceable labourers, or like digested plan of house-visiting for a single
the invalided tenants of an hospital, para- year, the difficulties encountered would
lytic and spiritless. Many persons there are prove an invaluable training-school, prepar-
in the church, who, when first converted, ing you for any holy service, however ar-
yielding to temptation, or to their natural duous, which in future years your hand
timorousness, avoided the field of labour, might find to do.
and shunned the open door of usefulness ; 
and what do we find these to be in afterlife ?
What—but dronee of the hive, and barren 
branches of the vine ? It is melancholy to 
reflect how much of talent and capacity for 

I signal usefulness has been®given to the scat
tering winds,—how many persons, whom

of ï flashing around you in ail its unearthly brilli- abolition of slavery in the British dominions, of the British 
»d ancy ; do it, as standing in the manifested j You will often find that it is not the first, ditional tribes

presence of Him who filleth heaven and 
earth ; do it, desiring nothing but the wel
come of Him who shall sit on the great

within reach of the Mission- 
nor the seventh, nor the seventeenth effort aries. The Sierra-Leone Mission prospers, 
which you make to accomplish any good but ha< serious demands on the immediate 
object, that will succeed ; that, after all these, sympathy and help of the Society. The

white throne. Then shall you be blessed in | your patience may have to be still further

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail ;
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end l 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend !

There is another sphere of usefulness, 
(the highest and the holiest.)^ which opens 
before yeung men ; the work, namely, of 
the Christian ministry, whether fulfilled at 
home or in a foreign land. From your 
ranks the great majority of Christ’s ambas
sadors are taken: If the Holy Ghost calls

your deed, and blessed forever, when the 
wreaths of earthly glory have all laded, and 
the voice of human applause is hushed in an 
everlasting silence.

Allied to this is the spirit of humility,— 
the spirit ol a little child. Sink in lowly 
shame before the Lord, and in adoring grati
tude that He permits you at all—much more, 
while in early life—to assist in the 
of His church. The spirit of humil 
foster the spirit of dependence on God

exercised ; and, when all human hope is on 
the point of expiring, the green blade may 
shoot out, and then the ear, and the full 
corn in the ear. “ Why do you teach that 
child the same lesson twenty times over ?” 
said the Rector of Epworth to his wife. 

Because," replied that admirable woman.

place of the lamented Native Missionary, 
Joseph Wright, and ol" the respected Gener
al Superintendent of the Mission, the Rev. 
James Edney, again disabled by sickness, 
and about to return home, wiil have to be 
supplied. The extensive region embraced 
by the Cape-Coast Mission presents appear
ances of success and future promise, which

O measureless might, Ineffable love !
While angels delight to hymn thee above,
The bumbler creation, though feebler their lays. 
With true adoration shall lisp to thy praise !

1'tom lii,- We.leyan Methodist Magazine.

Duty of Young Men to Work for 
the Ghurch of Christ*

“ In the morning sow thy seed," writes 
the wise King. 11 Let the young men arise," 
commands Juab, captain of the hosts of Da
vid. Y"outh and activity are inseparably as
sociated, even as old age and repose are 
closely allied- It Mbs been said, “ There is 
a restlessness in youth which finds relief only 
in action." Happy, if its exertions be di
rected in the right cbanel ! Let us consider, 
first, the obligation under which young men 
are placed to work for the church,

Ktie phrase is taken to signify labour per
formed, as we have opportunity, to the glory 
ot God, for the edification of the followers of 
Jesus Christ, and the conversion of sinners. 
Those who are themselves converted, and 
those who are anxious to become so, are the 
parties to render acceptable service here.— 
The majority of you, it is believed, are re
newed and inflamed by the Spirit of holy 
love,—young men in Christ Jesus. But 
should any among you be still careless about 
the pearl of great price, it behooves them to 
decide at once that their first and most care
ful heed should be given to their own salva- 
vatiou, which is to be wrought out *‘ with fear 
and trembling."

As a thank offering to God for early con
version, it is obligatory upon young men to 
work for the church. Next to salvation it
self, the blessing for which you have to 
thank God most’is, that you were saved from 
the power of sin in the days of your youth. 
If you had not at this critical period turned 
to the Lord, it is very probable that many of 
you would never have done so at all ; and the

| God would have made illustrious chieftains i any to this work who are in middle life, it ! lead you to mingle prayers with labours.
1 in His militant church, have proved of no | is the exception, not the rule. But you will Without much fervent supplication, you will !
more use than a sword whose 
the strength of man to wrench

rust defies j nut understand that, because vacancies in 
it from its the ministry are commonly filled up by

but run uncertainly, and beat the air. The \ Already we behold warlike preparations of 
pirit ot humility will preserve you from that ! the foe, in the -invigoration of RomanUm,

that the church and the world are prepar- ; ern Africa, whither three or lour additional 
ing for a tremendous, if not a final, struggle. ; Missionaries are about to be sent.

scabbard,—how much the Gospel has been j young men, therefore you are all called with j censoriousness which sometimes disfigures j the rise of Tractarianism, the wide-spread 
hindered, and the world retained in the this vocation. It is the prerogative of God j junior Christians, who are too prompt to : influence of all kinds, degrees, and phases 
grasp of the wicked one, because Christians j alone to point out who are to he set apart ! condemn and anathematize their elder bre- of infidelity, and the equally rapid and with-
do not in their youth train themselves to for such a service ; and far be it from any ! tbren in whom they think they delect incon- i ering march of modern latitudinarianism.
wear the yoke of Christ's servitude. Hence : of us to interfere with the Divine right, or sistencies. True humility will occupy your By the time you reach the prime of life, you
the difficulty, so frequently arising, when ! indiscriminately to press you as Ministers | attention with your own inadequacy to work j may be called to take part in the very height

harvest and summer of a whole lifetime of 
Christian privileges would have passed away, 
unblessed, unimproved. If you had post
poned your great concern until the “ sere 
and yellow leal" of age appeared, yet cot.si-' 
der what sins and-miseries would have dar
kened your years in the meanwhile ; into 
what depths of iniquity you may have plung
ed, such as it has not entered into your 
hearts to conceive ; what anguish of spirit 
your continued impenitence might have in
flicted upon your dearest friends ; how your 
growing sinfulness might have dismissed to 
the tomb broken-hearted, affectionate pa
rents, before their eyes bad been gladdened 
with the dawning of your salvation ; what 
mischief you might have perpetrated during 
“ long rebellious years,"—mischief which a 
death-bed repentance could never repair ; 
bow many precious souls might have been 
led astray by your example, and by your in
fluence forever ruined ! Such thoughts sug
gest a strong reason why young men should 
put on the harness for a holy service, and 
gratefully cry, 11 What shall we render unto 
the Lord for all His benefits towards us?". 
“ We will pay our vows unto the Lord now 
in the presence ot His people.”

Because of physical advantages peculiar 
to earlier life, it is desirable that young men 
should go into the vineyard. An uncon
querable elasticity, and an inexhaustible 
flow of spirits, are the portion of youth, and 
constitute an admirable preparation for much 
of the work which we are recommending. 
It is in part owing to such advantages, that 
some of the boldest and most illustrious 
deeds have been achieved by comparatively 
young men. Alexander had conquered the 
world by”the time he was thirty years of 
age. William Pitt was Prime Ministerol 
England at five-and-twenty. The first Na
poleon was about the same age when hé 
concluded his first brilliant campaign in 
Italy, whereby be not only saw that penin
sula and Austria prostrate at his feet, but 
was himsçlf virtually placed at the bead of 
the French empire. John Wesley and his 
bosom-friends were still young men when, 
by their diligence in reproving sin, and visit
ing the sick, the poor, and the prisoner, 
they were honoured with the attention and 
ridicule of the University ofotixford, wh"o 
dignified them with the nameW the “ godly 
club ” George Whitefield had attained lit
tle beyond his majority, when the thunder 
and lightning of bis appeals struck Vith 
awe vast masses of rugged-hearted men, and 
scenes were repeated, by means of “ the 
foolishness of preaching," such as the world 
had not witnessed since the days when 
Apostles spoke with “-fiery cloven tongues.’* 
— Wbjle these qualities of activity, anima
tion, and ardour prompt you to deeds of 
holy heroism, and before the vivid fires are 
dimmed by infirmity and disease, 0, throw 
yourselves resolutely into the Lord's service, 
and present to Him your choicest offering.

Yet another motive is found in the favour
able circumstances, in regard to this great 
enterprise, in which most young men are 
placed. You are not entangled, as moat of 
your seniors are, in the affairs of this life. 
The chief cares of the domestic circle are 
not imposed upon you. Most of you are

to work for the church. The appeal now 
lies only to the subjects of a divinely in- 
wrought conviction that they are thus called 
of God,—a conviction strengthened by the 
concurring counsels of judicious Christian 
friends. To these let it be said, Whatever 
temporal gains you may have to forego, and 
whatever hardships you may have to brave, 
be not disobedient to what you Lave every 
reason to believe a heavenly calling, lest 
you once for all miss your providential 
course, and be cast in shallows, and whirled 
in eddies, through life ; or lest, even if you 
have worldly success, you be haonted with 
consciousness that you are not where God 
would have you be, and perpetually tor
tured by a voice, What doest thou here?— 
What doest thou there ? God’s cause is 
strengthened and enlarged, in a great mea
sure, by the agency of men divinely appoint
ed to minister the truths and ordinances of 
Christianity : and it is a serious question, 
whether the church is not-just now suffering 
on account of a paucity of richly-endowed 
labourers, especially in the foreign field.— 
In the spirit, therefore, of much prayer and 
self-abasement, let those who are called ful
fil their part in consummating the Lord’s 
merciful designs. “ The harvest truly is 
plenteous." As we survey it with longing 
eye, it unbosoms and outstretches itself ini
mitably before us. “The labourers are 
few.” The more we contemplate their num
ber, in contrast with the world's wants, the 
more are we affected by its insignificance.— 
My heart’s desire and prayer to God, on 
your behalf, and on behalf of the boundless 
and nnreaped harvest of the world, is, that 
the same constraining love of Christ which 
early made Martyn an Eastern Missionary, 
and sent Brainerd among the Red Indians 
of North America, may descend, and bap
tize a goodly number of you for the most 
glorious work to which human gifts and 
graces can be consecrated.

In preparation for occupying efficiently 
such departments of toil as those already 
named, work for God and IIis church dur
ing the hours which you devote to mental 
improvement. Because these hours are so 
few, prize them highly, and strive to profit 
by them to the uttermost. You squander 
them most ruinously, if you habituate your
selves to read the exciting and defiling 
romance-publications of the day. Thus 
wasting your golden time, you will totally 
unfit yourselves for diligent service. A 
palsying sentimentalism will hold you in 
vile bondage ; and, as the inveterate opium- 
eater is utterly incapacitated for the duties 
of daily life, though quite competent to rove 
over any fairy-land which may start up be
fore his diseased imagination, so, by indulg
ing this vitiated mental taste, you will be
come slothful in business, listless in spirit, a 
negligent servant of the Lord, though per
fectly competent to execute any mission of 
knight-errantry which that profound erudi
tion may suggest to the study of which you 
so unhappily devote your vacant hours.— 
Thus grievously do not err. Let the great
er part of the books you read be such as 
will yield you information to be reduced to 
practice when opportunities of promoting the 
cause of Christ present themselves. Read 
and master those books which will furnish 
you with a triumphant answer, should the 
young man whom you ask to-morrow to be 
a Christian offer an infidel objection to the 
doctrines of our faith. Read those books 
which shall cause your Sunday-school in
structions to be pleasingly and profitably 
diversified. You should not take charge 
even ot the lowest"class without some pre
vious study. Above all, let the word ol 
God dwell in you richly in all wisdom. So 
will you be preparing both lor the more 
limited circles of duty which are now acces
sible, and for wider ones when they shall 
open before you.

As to the spirit which should actuate you 
while working for the church, accept the fol
lowing counsels :—Carefully cultivate a tin
gle eye to the glory of God : aim strait at this, 
and only at this. Be eminently young men 
in Christ Jesus ; deriving all from Him, de
dicating all to Him. Covet to get under the 
full control of puremotive : then you will be 
happy, even when you are not successful.— 
Some men, when young, have struck out for 
themselves an apparently philanthropic 
course ; but events have showed their covert 
motive was self-aggrandizement. Mark the 
career and end of such a man. For some 

habitants of our streets, courts, and alleys, time be succeeds in deluding his fellows by 
—inquiring into their spiritual condition, high-sounding words, expressive ol unbound- 
and inviting the careless to tbe bouse of ed attachment to his species, and of deep 
prayer. Now, while this is a duty incum- hatred to all oppressors. Those who hear 
bent upon us all, and tbe perishing souls of : him declaim with much impassioned elo- 
thousandi demand it at our hands, yet, on j quence against the lash of the slave-driver, 
account of your exemption from the more or the iron sceptre of the tyrant-King, are 
depressing cares of life, aod that spirit of ready to conclude that the embodiment of all 

xioi ™êd inrsecuUr transaction,'on your by which your spring-time is j that is humane, liberal, and illustrious suads
own responsibility ; and therefore you art-^-aractertzed, you possess special facilities before them, and to say that he ments not

vacant offices in the Church have to be 
filled. That none of you may be all his 
days like a cipher, or “ a burdensome 
stone," or “a rusty nail in monumental 
mockery,”—that none, by the time he should 
be strong, may be as though he were afflicted 
with anchyiotit, a malady which affects the 
joints of the patient, and renders them stiff 
and moveless,—let each seek, in active, 
vigorous youth, to be grounded and estab
lished in tbe habit of working for God, and 
for bis generation.

And one other reason is, that the present 
may be your only opportunity of coming up 
to the help of the Lord. The days of youth 

ay be your last, as well as your first ; 
y may constitute the morning, the uteri- 

diSe, and tbe evening of your term of life. 
It may be that you will never attain to man
hood's prime, or descend tbe steeps of age. 
There are diseases which insure, to the last 
enemy a large number of victims from your 
ranks. Fresh in your memory are examples 
of young men of extraordinary promise, 
(as Ktrke White, Spencer, Pollok, Stoner, 
Smith, T/effry, and Bumby,) who had at
tained large measures of holy love and holy 
knowledge,—some of whom had thrown out 
scintillations of bright genius, and others 
had successfully directed their attention to 
projects of large usefulness ; while all that 
they accomplished seemed as the first-fruits 
of u large and mellow harvest. But the 
grave and heaven took possession of those 
whom we had fondly claimed for the service 
of the church in the wilderness. May you 
long be the ornaments of your Christian 
profession I and, after many years of happy 
service, may your evening sun calmly and 
cloudlessly set here, and then rise again, to 
shine with deathless lustre, in the region of 
eternal day ! But as our wise and gracious 
Father may sooner remove some of you 
from this changing scene, and as it is all 
uncertain on which of you the lot of an 
early death may fall, let this monition act 
as a powerful incentive to you all, to work 
with your might for Christ, leaf, if you 
neglect to do so at once, death may put it 
out of your power to do so at all.

There are some departments of labour 
especially adapted to young men. — The 
sphere of every-day life in which each 
moves will afford opportunities for doing 
good. You are constantly associating with 
young men, like yourselves. Endeavour 
then, as soon as may be, to ascertain how 
they are affected with relation to the truths 
of eternity. Some of them you will find, 
perhaps to your surprise, already under 
religious conviction : these will gratefully 
receive your instructions, and their speedy 
membership with the church will crown 
your fidelity with a cheering result. And 
if others whom you address be indifferent, 
you still possess advantages which will 
greatly contribute to secure their attention, 
and eventually their hearts. You will not 
appear before them as a Minister, from 
whom, as a matter of course, they look for 
a lecture on godliness ; nor as an aged pro
fessor, standing on the verge of eternity, 
who has lost all zest for the pleasures of 
life, and can scarcely be expected to make 
due allowance for those whose passions are 
strong, and who have almost every gratifi
cation of life to try. No ! you will stand 1 
before them, one of themselves,—as young, 
as sanguine, as capable of enjoyment, as 
they are. They will see that you only nsk 
them to do what you have done ; namely, 
while still surrounded by enchanting beset- 
ments which deceive the inexperienced, to 
“ come out from among them," and conse
crate themselves to the service of tbe Hea
venly Master. Now this is high vantage 
ground, occupied by none but yourselves.— 
Audience will be given to you, if to no one 
else : you will be believed when you insist 
upon it that religion is more gladdening, 
enriching, and ennobling than tbe pleasures 
of sin. While still you can claim this ad
vantage, O, make effort after eftort, and 
account no toil too great, to win your asso
ciates for the fold of Christ.

The Sunday-ebool, and tbe sphere of 
tract-distribution, afford you most conve
nient openings for usefulness ; and many ol 
you have entered these fields of disinterest
ed labour. Yet another door is before you, 
if you are willing to act, as far as your time 
will allow, in tbe capacity of volunteer 
Town-Missionaries, visiting from bouse to 
house, if it be but an hour a week, tbe In

for God.
Faith is also essential to success. “ Have 

faith in God,"—a strong faith in Him, that, 
while His glory is your aim, He will grant 
you His blessing as certainly as the sun will 
shine to-morrow, or the flowers of the li-dd 
and the blossoms of the vineyard l>-.unify 
the earth-during the coming spring. Faith

and heat of this coming struggle between 
falsehood and truth, death and life, hell and 
heaven. That you may be able to stand 
and conquer when the momentous day shall 
come, if you be permitted to see it, enter 
to-day the armory Divine, and anew gird
yourselves for the battles of the Lord- It additional labourers, so that Ministers in the 
is impossible to estimate how much depends | Home Circuits will be doing valuable service 

has been termed the grand masterpiece of j upon the Christian young men of the age. ; by watching over proposed candidates lor the 
Christian life and action : faith, eternity- The vast importance ot their support is i Mission work, and preparing them for those 

{...,u u:—i •*-- —i— thrillingly fell and boldly proclaimed by our

The demand from the West Indies ami 
from British North America and Newfound
land for more labourers, is at once a cause ol 
joy and a source of embarrassment to the 
Missionary Committee.

In a future Number some account may 
be expected of Dr. Beecham’s visit to the 
Eastern Provinces of British America and 
Canada, and of the new arrangements and 
proposed extension ol" the Missions in those 
prosperous and increasing Colonies. It may 
be at once stated, that in America, as well 
as in Australasia and other parts of the 
Mission field, there is a great necessity for

piercing faith, disclosing the value, bright
ness and perpetuity of that heaven where 
tnose who die in the Lord rest from their la
bours, and whither you desire to bring those 
who are now the objects of your solicitude, 
that both you and they may rejoice together ; 
faith, hell-disclosing, unveiling that place ol 
woe which will be the abode of mortal souls, 
now within the range of your influence, if 
not converted from the error of their ways ; 
—faith, God-realizing faith, scattering the 
clouds and darkness which are about Ins pa
vilion ; displaying His power, whereby He 
raises the dead ; His faithfulness, which se
cures tbe fulfilling of His promises; His love, 
which makes all His might and truth our 
own. Having these views of God, which 
nothing but faith can impart, you will he di
vinely assured of success in your enterpri-e. 
“ I can do it," you will cry, “ for God hath 
spoken the word." A sight like this will 
encourage you more than if you saw a count
less company of chariots and horsemen mar
shalled for your assistance, “ If God be for 
us, who can be against us ?" “ Above all,”
—«over all,—“ take the shield of faith."

-' Arm’d with this slamlnt snd gold,
Bo sure to win the Held."

enemies. “Give us these,” they cry; “and 
you may fake the adults." Out of the book 
of hell we tear this leaf, and learn the sell- 
same lesson on behalf" of the church and her 
all-glorious Head. What! give you our 
young men.—our new-risen hopes,—that 
you may make them victims of mammon, 
and votaries of pleasure ?—that you mat 
teach lliem to speak swelling words of infi
del philosophy and vanity? What! give 
you, ye ministers of darkness, our young 
men, that you may educate them for the 
mystic Babylon? No! not one of them, 
without a life-and-death struggle to prevent 
it! Young men of the cl.urch of Jesus 
Christ ! that your own course here may be 
consistent, beneficent, and successful,—that 
by you, and your compeers, a resistless front 
may by God’s blessing be offered to the ad
vancing floods of wickedness,—that in your 
day, and in some good degree through your 
agency, myriads of souls both at home and 
abroad may be rescued from sin, and brought 
lo swell the innumerable multitude of" the 
saved, — that, by the time the youngest 
among you shall arrive at a good old age, 
many a formidable Goliath, who now threat-

examinations which they must undergo, 
whether for immediate appointment or lor 
preparatory training in the Theological In
stitution. There is a present demand tor 
faithful and laborious Ministers, indicating 
ilie probability that God is at the same linn 
preparing both men and means to meet the 
present exigency. Early intimation thaï 
men are coming forward, will be gratefully 
received by the Missionary Secretaries.

Now is the time for prayer, earnest and 
persevering prayer, to the Lord of the har
vest ;—for work, faithful and energetic work, 
for Christ, both on the part of the Ministers 
pleading with their congregations, and of 
each zealous-hearted individual in his own
sphere for giving, with a liberality only wide range of “ associate membership from

Courage must be added to iaitli. It is
not, indeed, of a courage natural to some lie in tbe dust wounded and dying,—and 
men, and very commonly found in the I that when you have done your Master's 
young, that we speak ; but of a courage I work, your entrance into His joy may be cer- 
which will have lo endure a fiercer trial than I tain, abundant, triumphant;—by all these 
il the deadly breach ol Sebastopol had to i considerations, we implore you again, this 
he entered, or the horrors of Inkermann and day give yourselves “ to the Lord and to us

limited by ability, and by the treasure of our 
love to God and of bis love to us.

The absence in America, on behalf of Me
thodism in Ireland, of one favoured advocate 
of Missions, and the failure of the health ol 
others,— the pressure of the war on the 
linances of the country at the present time, 
—and the exigencies and wants of the work, 
combine to form an immediate and urgent 
claim on the interest and energies of all who 
desire to see the kingdom of God hastened

eningly and pompously stalks abroad, may in the world, which it is hoped will be prac
tically felt and acknowledged at this season, 
throughout every Uircuit and Branch Missi
onary Society in the British islands.— lles- 
leyan Notices Newspaper, Sept. 2UZA.

Alma braved again. You may have to 
confront the gaze of scorn, and to sustain 
the volley of abuse. Your motive may be 
misunderstood ; and for Christ's sake you 
may be called to suffer persecution. You re
quire a superhuman courage : for there is 
many a man, who, Nelson-like, has never 
known fear when he heard the cannon's 
opening roar, or when his own ship, like 
Collingwood's at Trafalgar, in advance of 
the fleet, rushed alone to meet the foe ; who, 
yet, will qyail when the world’s contemptu
ous eye is lifted upon him for the Gospel's 
sake, and find his valour leave him, while a 
colourless cheek proclaims the coward there. 
It is a courage of heavenly birth, a fruit of 
the Spirit, which you require : a courage 
which is not moved by the roar of the wild 
beasts at Ephesus, and which empowers 
timorous women to enter the heavenly 
kingdom by the pathway of the martyr’s 
stake. Pray, young man, for this celestial 
courage ; or, your resolutions to be a good 
and hardy soldier ol Jesus Christ wiil never 
ri|>en into action, and the tear (rather than 
the van) of the battle will be your position 
through life.

And yet must the Spirit of courage be 
tempered by the spirit of love. The love 
of Christ must appear, in all you do and 
say, the ruling principle. Love is power ; 
a power which will shiver hostile weapons, 
turn aside the barbed arrow of satire, and 
quench the violence of the fires of hatred. 
Love will overthrow the barriers of preju
dice, and enable you to storm and take the 
hearts of opposera. Men generally, young 
men especially, (and it is for the advantage 
of these that you will at present more particu
larly labour,) are chiefly won by the mighty 
charm of love. Mary a youth will see in 
you, if thus animated by heaven-born charity, 
a desire for his welfare, such as he has not 
met with since he left the paternal home. 
Your love will win his love, and it will now 
be easy by silken cords to draw him over,to 
tbe Lord's side.

But, that you may be fully equipped, cul
tivate the spirit of pitient continuance in 
well-doing. Instability is one of the young 
Christian's easily-besetting sins. While he

by the will of God."

State and Prospects of the 
Wesleyan Missions,

The aspect of the work of Missions, in the 
various places occupied by the Society, is 
very promising. The strongholds of Satan 
in Feejee are exhibiting symptoms of sur
render and decay, which encourage the bre
thren of the Australasian Conference to as
sure the Committee, that Feejee is won to 
Christ, it there can be afforded to them a 
sufficient number of additional labourers lo 
take advantage of the present state of the 
native mind on the subject of religion. The 
late Conference authorized, the supply of 
four additional Missionaries to Feejee at the 
expense of the Parent Society’s Fund, in the 
full conviction that the friends of that Mis- 1 
sion will not allow the means to be wanting 
for their outfit and passage. The exigencies j 
of the Missions in New Zealand lias induced

World’s Convention of Yorng 
Men’s Christian Associations
The Rev. Abel Stevens, writing front 

Paris, communicates to the N. Y. Christian 
Advocate and Journal an interesting account 
of this Convention. We give as copious ex
tracts from his letters as our space will 
admit

We are assembled almost under the sha
dow of the Madeleine. Popery and tyranny 
and profligacy reign all around us, but our 
hall is crowded with young men whose 
hearts beat with tbe love of Christ, and with 
heroic devotion to the Protestant faith.— 
They are from America, England, Scotland, 
France, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, 
Prussia, Ac. Several languages mingle in 
our deliberations ; but the common language 
of Christian love, ol a refined Christian cour
tesy, speaks most effectually among us. 1 
have been agreeably surprised by not only 
the number of delegates, but by their high

Gud is under their direction. These six 
thousand young men are mostly German 
artisans. It is a custom ol Germany for 

j them to travel, alter their apprenticeship, 
I Irom town to town during at least one year, 
j practising their craft, and gathering the im- 
j provemenis in it that any localities may 
! afford. This custom produced bad habits,

I1 as might naturally be supposed ; but now 
the travelling "journeymen ” tiud almost 
everywhere on their voyages these new 

I brotherhoods ready to receive riiem. lu-

ports, or travelling certificates, by which 
ihey are guaranteed a good reception, and 
help in their necessities. The plan is new, 
but it is constantly extending.

In England the associations seems to 
have assumed a commanding importance.— 
Their head-quarters are at London, where 
also there are several branches, with apart
ments, Bible classes, lectures, (some volumes 
of which have been published and repub
lished in America,) and other methods of 
usefulness. There are 500 active members 
in London, besides associate members ; there 
are 6,000 active members in other parte of 
the United Kingdom, and about 55,000 
young men are under the influence of the 
institution in that country. In our own 
country associations have sprung up in roost 
of our large communities from Portland to 
San Fr ncisco. The president ol the Phil
adelphia Society, Mr. Stewart, now here, 
says that there cannot be less than 10,000 
young men combined ill our ranks. They 
have 800 members in Philadelphia ; in New 
York wc have at least 2,000. Two years 
ago it was ascertained that forty-tour of our 
larger cities had already adopted ihe enter
prise; the number has multiplied greatly 
dnee that dale. 'Ihe movement has ex
tended to Australia and India.

Here, then, is a new, perhaps a grand 
development of modern Proiesiantism, one 
which has already become almost, if not 
quite universal, which is constitutionally 
controlled by “ evangelical " Christians, 
though it admits (m icli to its advantage) a

non-evangelical sects, or unconverted young 
men, with new and powerful adaptations of 
usefulness, reading rooms and libraries, 
apartments for social intercourse and mutual 
acquaintance, public lectures, committees to 
lake care of sick members, to procure em
ployment for new comers, to direct them to 
safe boarding-houses, Ac., and with many 
other local plans of usefulness.

What now if these wide-spread institutions 
could be confederated throughout Ihe world ? 
This was the momentous question before the 
Paris Convention. It lias been considered 
with profound, and even solemn interest.— 
When fully developed before the assembly, 
all felt stiuck, as with awe, at the magni
tude ol" its consequences to the cause of Pro
testant Catholicity, and (he assembly, before 
voting on the fundamental basis of the de
sign, was called by our president, (Rev. Mr. 
Cook, ol Paris.) to a season of special pray
er. A very deep influence of the Spirit of 
God seemed lo descend upon us, difficulty 
after difficulty gave way, and the main pro
position being adopted, special prayer aod 
adoration were again offered, and a commit
tee from various countries was appointed to 
put into form, for tiie final adoption of tha 
Convention, the scheme for the unity of the 
young Protestant men of Christendom—a 
scheme which shall leave untouched all local 
peculiarities; all controverted questions, of 
whatever importance to Churches proper or 
to the Christian world at large, but not es
sential lo the specific designs of these asso
ciations—so that, however we may discuss 
such questions elsewhere, here we shall 
have a sanctuary of undisturbed fellowship 
and of co-operative labours. «y.

the Conference to authorize the appointment j character for intelligence and deliberative 
of four additional Missionaries to that wide capacity. 1 have indeed conceived new 
and promising field of labour, also at the ex- ! hopes of" Protestantism in Europe from this 
pense of the Parent Society’s Fund. It will representative assembly of its Christian 
rejoice many hearts in both hemispheres to young men. And these young men are but 
learn, that the recent arrangements for in- a few from among many. Their reports 
eluding those Missions in the Australasion ! |,ere show that tbe associations are fast be- 
Connexion has not separated them from the : coming omnipresent, and are embodying 
sympathies and help of the Parent Society, j ihe energies of the young manhood of Euro- 
The Missions in the Friendly Islands will |)ean Protestantism for new and important 
also feel the benefit of the augmented num- j achievements. Let me give you a few facts, 
her of young Ministers, not less than twelve,! ()n Sunday the 12th of August, prelimi- 
which are about to be placed at the disposal nary sermons were preached before the 
of tlie^Australasian Conference. These ar- 1 delegates in English, German, and French 
rangements will create a large demand on | jn various parts of Paris. On Monday 
the pecuniary resources of the Society, which ! morning the sessions were commenced in 
it is hoped will be remembered and liberally foe Wesleyan Chapel on the Place Royale, 
provided for by those whose heart God has After devotional exercises and the organiza- 
inclined to help his cause in the earth. | tion of the convention, reports were read by 

In Prance and Germany, in Switzerland ! Messrs. Cuvnod and Heiblom on the asso-

free froZany corUiing anxieties/ When" the sell denying and evangelizing effort.
you retire from the office, the warehouse, Ihe 
manufactory, or the shop, you have for the 
day done with the world, and can afford to ex
clude it from the mind, in order lo eoncen-

• An addrw nanti; siren In Blrmlnshnm, by 
Mes. Thames HigbUngnln ; nad publlnbnd by rwjmt

the

If, under the guidance of your Ministers, 
you were to form yourselves into a society 
tor tbe prosecution of a work so much need
ed, the wilds and wastes of Heathen-like 
wickedness, which abound in this Christian 
and civilized borough, might soon begin, 
through God's blessing, to mantle as with

only hero-applause, but hero-worship too. 
By and by lie reaches his goal ; he gains the 
loftiest pinnacle of worldly fame aod afflu
ence that is accessible to him. He cannot 
rise higher. What becomes of him now ? 
Does be still prosecute his honourable and 
benevolent course ? Alas, no I His motive 
is gone : there is no more fuel to nouriso the

is warm in his first love, inflamed with zeal Bible Society, 
for God, and perbajis stimulated by a dash | 
of youthful enthusiasm, be rushes into the 
work before him, confidently expecting that j 
the mountains will soon fail, and the desert 
become as the garden of the Lord. But, ] 
alas! the wilderness does not all at once 
break forth into singing; the seed sown in 
the morning is not ripe for the sickle by 
noon ; the careless minds and callous hearts 
of those whom be attempts to impress do 
not yield at the first sound of his voice, as 
though touched by the magician's wand.
He ie discouraged : he had almost thought 
he could convert tbe world ; and, behold, 
no appearance of success as yet arises to 
gladden his soul ; and the danger is, lest he 
should be as inert in the future, as he was 
active for the moment. Be not fretfully 
anxious about success ; that is in the Lord’s 
hands. It is ours to plant, plough, sow, 
water, pray : God giveth the increase. Be
cause prosperity is not sent in tbe morning, 
let not this cause yon in tbe evening to 
withhold your hand; for you know not 
which shall prosper, whether this or that.

and Italy, God is carrying on his work of 
the conversion of men to the light and hap
piness of the Gospel.

At Madrid a large edition of the New Tes
tament in the Spanish language has beerf 
completed, under the direction of Mr. Alton, 
at the expense of the British and Foreign 

A second Missionary ha»
been appointed to Gibraltar, to leave Mr. 
Alton more at liberty to pursue the work 
which now calls for his attention in the inte
rior of Spain. The labours of a youug Jew
ish convert, from the Gibraher Mission, for 
ihe benefit of Africans at Plymouth, and the 
fruits of that Mission now formed at Buenos- 
Ayre-, wid be noticed on a later page.

From our Armies and Navies, both in the 
Black Sea and in the Baltic, Irequent inti
mations are received of a good work of God 
in many hearts. It wifi be a source of un-

ciations of Switzerland and Holland ; on tbe 
three following days reports, were read on 
France and America by Messrs. Soget and 
Stevens, and on England and Germany by 
Messrs. Sbipton and Durselen. In Swit
zerland most of the larger cities have asso
ciations—they are in operation at Geneva, 
Lausanne, St, Gull, Berne, Bade, Ac.— 
Switzerland, you are aware, would make, 
territorially, a respectable corner in some ol 
your Slates; but it has eleven regular insti 
lutions of this kind, besides a host ol irregu
lar ones, which, under the new form of con
federation adopted here, (of which more 
directly,) will be developed into better 
shape and vigour, in line, a movement ot 
the Christian )oulh of the country in this 
direction promises to become general. Ihe 
same may be said of Holland : the brethren 
here from Amsterdam are fine specimens ol 
hearty Dutch Protestantism, and give usspeakable comfort to such of our beloved lei 

luw-countrymen, exposed to the privations good hope of tbe new movement in thi, 
and perils incident to a state af war, as may country. In France the associatio s have 
receive this Number of tbe “Notices,” to j had lo share the common struggles of French 
know that they are constantly and fervently , Christianity—struggles with the paiional 
remembered by many thousands of God’s frivolity, infidelity, and Popery; but socie- 
people in their addresses to his throne. ;jes are in operation at Paris and Strasburg,

In India there is a strong desire to restore and in several sections of the south. lo 
the waste places of the Missions, and to ex- Germany the cause has taken a command- 
tend the work among a very numerous and ' ing position. For instance, we have here a 
willing people. The appointment of two stout-hearted “ partner,” a delegate from 
Missionaries lo supply vacancies in India, j Germany, full of the old Lutheran energy 
and two to Ceylon, is but a feeble instalment ' and fire, who represents no less than one

These associations are becoming so univer
sal, and their practical operations are already 
so real arid productive, that they cannot fail 
lo claim the prayerful interests of the Pro
testant world. They are already co-exteu- 
sive with Protestant Christendom. They 
dot our own continent from Halifax to San 
Francisco. They are in Australia and in 
India.

The association at Geneva, Switzerland, 
has endeavoured to promote more intimate 
relations between them by a system of cor
respondence. It has issued a pamphlet, (Ins
cribing their plans of labour, and giving 
their statistics. The latter show an astonish
ingly rapid spread of the institution. Almost 
everywhere, the young men of the Protest
ant world are rallying to this’Wew organiza
tion ; one of the delegates here from Germa
ny, the Pastor Dursleen, represented (as I 
stated in my former letter) one hundred and 
thirty (130) societies which include about 
6,000 members. He did not arrive till tbe 
second day of our session, when his sudden 
appearance in the assembly was saluted by 
a spontaneous outburst of applause. There 
was a reason for this grateful demonstration ; 
for the energetic pastor was Ihe founder of the 
movement in Germany, and the associations 
to which these 6,000 young Germans were 
attached had been confederated, by his in- 
-trumentality, into a great union ol ihe Pro
testant youtli of the R line aod Westphalia. 
Most ol foe youth are ariizaos. ft is a cus
tom in Germany lor such young men to 
spend a year, on ibe expiration of their ap
prenticeship, in travelling from loa n to town, 
practising their craft, and learning any local 
improvement ort it. Dmsleeti'sobject was to 
place them in every town, under the shelter 
of ibe-e associations ; hence the passport sys
tem, to which I referred in my last. I have 
seen this passport, or travelling certificate. 
It is a small book or pamphlet containing the 
name of the bearer, a testimonial ol his cha
racter, the rules of Ihe associations, and an- 
abundance of religious and economical coun
sels, passages of Scripture, Ac. I need not 
comment on the obvious but inestimable ad
vantage* of such an arrangement to the Ger
man youth.

Tbia German example favoured much tbe 
project of a confederation of the associations 
throughout the world. The benefits of eucb 
an alliance will be two-fold :


