
THE WESLEYAN. ,<n

Melt vain»}. delivered at the laying of the corner stone 
of Bexley H ill, nn Episcopal Theological Seminary 
in the State of Ohio :

It is o;ir on roost hope and prayer that every in- 
n.tenfe in the building here to he erect.-<1, may be 
V 1*0ni liivo of tin; highest degree of person al holiness 
in t.riiy who «hall inhibit ir. Any learning without 
holiness, any eloquence, any skill of argument, any 
eorre -tnesi ot in irais, any strict conformity to church 
institution i or order, any thing without personal bo- 
linen in ilie ministry, wo deprecate with all our 
heart. Ii'un man shall sec the Lord without holiness, 
how aha!! any man minister for the Lord in his gos­
pel, at his altar, without holiness ? Learning is one 
great part ot' preparation for the ministry, hut to in­
crease in porsonal holiness is another and a fur greater 
part; and the lime for the lat'er as well ns the for­
mer is eminently the time of camlidateship lor the 
ministry, before the harden and beat of the day, in 
the dew of the morning, when retirement is so easy 
and self knowledge is so accessible, and the press of 
duly in tin; vineyard docs not yet distract the mind 
tint! crowd it witn cares. Here, then, may the cf- 
f"rt - I grow in grace be at least parallel with every 
effort to increase in learning. Here may every stu­
dent, while pressing towards the mark of his high 
culliug in respect to intellectual acquirement, become 
so Avail learned ns to count all things but loss for the 
excellency of tho knowledge of Christ Jesus his 
Lord, and be daily feeling, more and more, that he 
ouo suffer the loss of all things to win Christ, to be 
found in him, and be made an instrument of promo­
ting the glory of bis name.

Evidemces of Growth m Grace.—1. That 
Christian is growing in grace who finds himself be­
coming more dead to tho world. The world is the 
great idol worshipped by the generality of mankind. 
Its riches, honours, and pleasures, constitute the chief 
objects of their pursuit—the sum total of their hopes 
and desires. To ohtuin these, they account no labour 
too great, and no sacrifice too cosily—they boldly ha­
zard their immortal interests. But the case is dif­
férent with respect to the children of God. Taught 
by his Sjfiritthey have all learned somewhat of the 
vanity and insignificance of this world ; and, in pro­
portion as they advnnce in the Divine Life, the les­
son is more deeply impressed on their mind. Amid 
the busy scenes of litc, tho world inny occupy too 
much of their time, and care, and attachment ; hut 
by degrees th< ir heurts are more and more weaned 
from it, till every one of them can say with Paul, 
“ the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.”

S. That man is growing in grace who is becoming 
more alive to the importance of his salvation, and 
more sensible of the difficulties with which it is at­
tended.

3. A humble sense of his own weakness, and a 
more steady <le|iendence on Christ, is another evi­
dence of the Christian’s growth in grace.

4. The habitual exercise of eel f-den is I, is another 
proof uf growth in grace. Self-denial is one of the 
first lessons which Christ requires his followers to 
practise. Jesus said, 11 If any mao will come after 
me, let him deny himself," e. It is ooeof the most, 
difficult lessons which they are called to loam ; • les­
son, in the various branches of which, for a consi­
derable time, they can make but little progress.

5. That man is growing in grace who feels an in­
creasing relish for religious duties, and more spiri­
tuality in observing them.

6 A sure evidence of growth in grace is resigned* 
ness to the will of God ender trials and afflictions. 
It is no difficult task to manifest somethin* Ukeac- 
quiesccnce in theallotmeetsof Prorideoee,dusiog the 
sunshine of prosperity. When the world smiles

and friends caress, and we have nil that mir Imeris 
egn desire, to fret amt repine would he unnutiril ; 
bat to remain mint and unruffled amid the c’noni of 
adversity, find to approve when G w| simf'-i us 
tfid takes from n« our dearest earthly r is
not so easy. And vet Ibis i« required of tin «-in' Iren.
t. An habitual recognition of the preset) e of Gml, 

and nil ardent desire to net in all thing* lor Hi* glorv.
S. M. L'.'

What have Vnv done with Yocr Years oi- 
Susoirs ?—Let me remind you" how bountiful your 
heavenly Father has been to you in ord iiiiiti . ili.it 
every Sunday should lie a day ofr- st, on «lu h yon 
should have no other lalmui, no oilier rnjn mmr, 
than that of learning to do hi* will. Think v. hit 
r)eh, what «bundant opportunities for that pur;> >s < 
the holy rest ol" the S.ihoath gives you One «*:*•■ :» 
hears people complaining that they have no time t i 
make themselves acquainted with God ! A** ir d'v
that must he their own fault, for God h is gi i en them 
time enough. My brethren, did you ever mil to ir.r.il 
tjiat a seventh part of your whole live* is ma !■• n.i of 
Sundays ? One week in every seven i* a « . -I. of 
Sundays. One year in every seven i* a year of Sun­
days. Anil shall any one dare to plead that h- h i* 
hot learnt the will of God ? " Not time enough "•
the Judge will answer, “ what have y ou done with 
your years of Sundays ?” Let Ui l ike a man in the 
prime of life, say nt six or seven and thirty , rut nil' 
àml summoned into the presence of Christ. Wh r 
op|K>rtunitici, what time, think yon, ha* that iiimi 
bad for learning his duty to his Maker? Without 
Counting infancy and early childhood, lie ha* had 
four good years of Sundays—four years during « hirli 
jt ought to have been his special htisine-s to li*ten t > 
God’s word read and preached, to pray to God in 
the great congregation, nn<l then, in the quiet of hi* 

otite, to think over what ho had heard, what ho 
os promised. So plentifully his God provide'! for 

the nurture of our soul* in godliness, he In : h «et 
• port ten years out of the age of man, durin ; wlv.-h 
yve are commanded to abstain from every otV r w"rk, 
(hot we may give ourselves wholly to the most im­
portant of all work*, that of learning the way t> 
Heaven.—Rev. Jl. \V. llarr.

Fro:a the ChrirlMii .VLuviie and Jour; .it.
BRIEF HISTORY AND CHARACTER OF 

METHODISM.
Numerous account* have been given of M. tin !i m 

—many of them perfect caricatures, and in v*'in i nl 
as far from truth as that given by a mail ,n I eland 
in the time of Mr. Wesley : “they aiu a pcop!« 
said he, “ who place till their religion in wearing 
long boards.”

It is now generally known that the founder < f Me­
thodism was the Rev. John Wesley ; but H n not -o 
generally known, or at Ipast it a* not helii-wd by 
many, thst “ he had no previous design or |.l n at nil; 
liut every thing arose just ns the occasion offeied, ’ 
evidently by the direction of a wise and good Provi­
dence, ns the whole history abundantly show*. The 
origin of Methodism was highly respectai.!-. Its 
birth-place was in one of the uiust learned universi­
ties in Europe ; its founder the son of a pious clergy - 
man eftbe Este Wished Church, end a lellow of one 
>of the colleges of the said university ; ami his first 
associates were ell members of the same learned ho- 
idy. The exact regularity of their live* and studi-s 
occasioned * young student to stigmatize them with 
ihs name of Methodist, which, heing new and quaint, 
immediately obtained, anil continues until this day.

<i They were all eealou* member# of the Establish- 
ed Church, tenacious of nil ber doctrines ami di«ci- 
pUae to the minutest cireumstsoee. They were like-


