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in the authority

ure; ** ‘and he declares

aim of the '‘Hibernian

ers’’ \is to keep - on long
‘paralysing the action of the

perial Parliament, and bringing
authority into disrepute”” until
van ‘‘wear out the patience "of

¥ ritish public and force Parlin~
jment to grant Home Rule to Iszsland

could | 10T the sake of gétting rid of an in-

tolerable nuisance.’”” He then com-
pares the Irish to the Boers, and
claims tbat as the Boers fancy they
can Wear out the patience of Dng-
land by carrying on a guerilla wur-
fare, s0 the Nationalists imagine
they- can coerce the British public
into the. concession of Home Rule by
petty aggressions repeated in perpe-
tuity. ‘“The Boers remember lLow
England surrendered after the de-
feat of Majuba; the Home Rulers re-
member how ' the Liberal party cap-
itulated to Mr. Parnell after the
Kilmainham compact.”’

Now, Mr. Dicey, for a pronounced
enemy of Ireland, is net far astray
in" this last contentioh. We call
him a pronounced enemy, because he
says : ‘I cannot expect our enemies,
whether in South Africa or in JIre-
land, to discard their delusions, uill
they learn by bitter experience, if
needs be, England is prepared and’
determined to adopt any measures
which may be necessary’’ to main-
tain an upper hand in the affairs of
both these countries,

Here we find that Mr. Dicey is 1ot
England; and well is it for both
England and Ireland.

Before proceeding to tell the world
how ‘this Irish nuisance’’ can be
abated, the writer. gives ns—in a
kind of parenthesis—the following
extraordinary piece of informnation.
He says '—

“In one of the last intervicws I
ever had with my old friend the late
Mr. W. E. Forster he made a siate-
ment to me which has ever since re-
mained engraved in my mewmory. We
were sitting alone together after
dinner, talking as usual aboui the
Irish difficulty,” when he remarked Lo
me i—

‘My experience in Ireland has led
me to the conmclusion that the real
cause of the Irish difficulty is the
possession by Ireland of Pavliiment-
ary Government, Every (uestior
which arises there is decided, not by
the consideration of what is bes
Ireland, but of what is best f
political interests of whichever
our two parties happens %o
power at the time the
arises. If Ireland could only }e
prived of her Parliamentary repre-
sentation for fifteen years und ruied
during this suspension by nie, or any
man of courage and common-sonse,
I would undertake to ake ler
peaceful, prosperous, and tor ntend,
and would gladly stake my lifa on
the success of my experiment. J ¢an-
not state this in public, as the ut-
terance of such a sentiment svould
involve the loss of any political fu-
ture there may be in store for me.
But . I should like my friends to
know" that this was my opinion.’

“It would be foreign to my por-
pose to discuss whether this drastic
remedy for Irish disaffection wcula
have proved successful. 1 think it
well, however, ‘that at the
crisis Mr. Forster’s opinion
be known—an opinion which T
lieve is shared by many living Beit-
ish statesmen, Liberals as well as
Conservatives; and that the Nution
alists Should be aware that there
are not inconceivable contingencies
under which a British Goverament
might, in the interest of the Vinited
Kingdom, deem it necessary to de-
prive Ireland of Parliamentury = re-
presentation for a more or Jess pro-
long¢d period.”

Here we have the whole secret - It
is of no practical use to follow Mr.
Dicey’through pages of arithmeti al,
calculations ‘on the reprosentation
by population, . through his long
chain of suppositions and imdginwy
situations and contingencies, through
his maze of quibbles in resard to
the Act of Union. He declares thut
““I should be quite prépared to ad-
vocate any legislation which would
effect the end I have in view’'—
which end is simply the wiping out
of all Irish representation in the
Imperial House of Commons, or. at
least, the reduction of the number of
Irish seats to a sufficient degree to
admit. of the Protestant Unionist
-element, from Ireland, having a ma-

ity. In - other word

this late date
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be made use of promptly and
lutely.’” That is to say, that b
considers the existing Government
sufficiently strong to attempt with
impunity the drastic measure of ef-
facing all Imish representation. y
Truly, a modest man is Mr., Di-
cey! 'There is only one other ' as
open in his hostility to Ireland, and
that is Mr. Chamberlain. If these.
two' worthies could only combine
their forces, it is quite passible that
the next few years might behold jus-
tice done to England by the heaping
of the most illegal and abominable
injustice upon Ireland. When a mag-
azine of the importance of the
““Nineteenth Century’’ publishes, on
its first pages, such a contribution,
it is high time to ask ourselves in
how far Mr. Dicey’s views agree with
those of the present Government.

—————— A< e

CATHOLIC QUESTIONS OF
" THE DAY IN ENGLAND,

TONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE.

proportion as the offensive language
of the Declaration was in itself cal-
culated to alienate the affections of
Catholics in the empire from the
Crown, so did it appear desirable to
show to the world that we are clear
and level-headed enough to distin-
guish between our duty of allcgiance
to the lawful Sovereign and our dis-
gust for the blasphemous declara-
tion which the Ministers of the
Crown and the leading organs in the
secular and religious press have stig-
matized as a disgrace to the Sta-
tute BooK. Indeed, our loyalty to
the Soverecign becomes an additional
motive for laboring to purge the
Constitution of a Dec tion which
-looks like the last remnant of the
penal’days reserved by the State for
special application to the King
And now u mav inquire, What,
in a word, is the character of the
Declaration? I must be brief, but 1
must be clear. 1 speak in the ah-
stract, without | onal offence to
any one. It is a blasphemy against
God, an insult to three-fourths of
Christendom, and as a guarantee it
is a sham.
1. A blasphemy is language or ac-
tion injurious or insulting to God or
red things. Men may blasphene
what they do not know The Jews
blasphemed and ecrucified our Lord,
and St. Paul tells us that they
* have done so had they
realized what they were doing and
who He was. St. Paul calls himself
a  “‘blasphemer and a persecutor '”
before he knew the truth, Now the
Declaration solemnly denounces the
most. sacred doctrines of religion as
immoral—that is, gs superstitious
and idolatrous. This, in the sober
words of truth, is blasphemy.
2. 1t is an insult to men. It is an
<insult to twelve millions of Catho-
i to be told that the King’s
claim to their allegiance must de-
pend upon his denunciation of their
most cherished beliefs. It is offen-
sive to the Catholic Sovereigns and
States holding diplomatic relations
with.  this country, and to three-
fourths of the Christian world, to
hear, at the bidding of the English
Legislature, from the lips  of the
King, that they are to be accounted
as  superstitious idolators. Could
Englishmen see themselves as others
see them. thev would be more char
than they are of provoking hatred
by such wanton contempt for the
feelings of other nation
3. Finally, the Declaration, as a
guarantee for the religion of the
Crown, is next to worthlesg
No engagement, no promi e,
oath is lawful unless the thing pro-
mised or sworn to be just, right, and
true. Herod took an oath to grant
any request made to him, and he
committed a double crime when he
kept his oath. But look to the ex-.
ample and practice of our own times,
Do not devout clergymen swear
every day in good faith to teach the
Thirty-nine Articles, and find every
day that conscience and good faith
compel them to break their engage-
ment by submitting to the Catholic
Ohurch? When a man fully realizes
that by a promise or an oath he had
pledged himself to something - that,
is unjust, immoral, untrue, the en-
gagement ceases to bind. No dispen-
sation from the Pope is nceded of
an oath that does not bind. The na-
tural law itself declares null and
void _any promise in violation 6f
the natural law. Now should it ever,
happen’ that the King became con-
vinced, by God's grace, of the truth
of the doctrines that he abjured, of
: valus would be the Declara-
‘Absolutely none. No oath can
3 ot -

s it not, oy
the State,. instend of
ter ‘the liberty - of the

and.
e

igion for what, undér the cir-
mstances, must be deemed a sol-
mn denunciation of it, in the mo-
nt that their King is about to
elaim their faithful and hearty alle-
‘giance. Lord Spencer, in his specch,
did not hesitate to say thac the
Amendment in its substance wie the
Same as the Declaration. Iiy  all
means let the majority, it it ploase,
Btand by the law, which exists apart
from the Declaration, declaring that,
10 reign over England the Soveraign
must be a Protestant. Retain this
law and enforce it; but respect our
greed, at least -just so far as %)
ignore it, ‘and to leave us ulone.
This, surely, is not a beavy demand
to make upon the spirit of modern
toleration.

But if, after all, there must he o
Declaration as a sop to sertain fears
and passions, let there he one Lo the
effect that the King is a V'rotestant
—and stop there. Should, however, a
@enunciation of the Cathoiic  reli-
gion be added to a professim of Pro-
testantism, the whole world will un-
derstand it; it will understand it as
a pitiable confession of Enghsh
fear and weakness. And as 10 vur-
selves; well, we shall take it as a
complimentary acknowledgmont by
our Protestant fellow-countrynwen of
the importance and power «f Faith—
‘that it can not only remiwva 1a0up-
tains, but is capable of mav 12 even
the fabric of the British Empire it-
self. But I should like to conclude
in another strain, and aad t5 Lhe ]
observations a resolutisn to’thig of
effect ‘That the Soversign of this
Empire ought to he raised high
above the strife of .l political and
religious controversies, the
easily to draw to himself an
tain the unabated loyalty
creeds and races within h

FATHER SPELLMAN
Returns to His Native Diocese.

Rev. Father Callaghan before mak-
ing the v  announcements for the
week, at High M on Sunday last,
informed the congregation that Rev,
Father Spellman would leave them
in the evening, as he had been calle
back to his native diocese. V
should, said Father Callaghan, feel
deeply obliged to the Bishop of
Springfield for having let him re.
main amongst us as long as he did.
The reverend gentleman, who is pr
paring to leave us, is indeed de: V-
ing of no small praise for the man-
fer in which, during the last two
years,-he did the work a igned him.
He loved to do all that he wa i
en to do, and did it with ma
telligence and the happiest
He was unsparing of himself. In his
loyalty to whatever conce ned the
parish he blended practical wisdom
whole-souled earnestness und p
vering energy. You will miss him in
many w nd he will be in i
the presbytery. Lét him rest as
that he will live in the memory
the congregation he served so credit-
ably. and in that of the clerey with
whom  he £ associ in the
sacred ministry. We cannot but wi
him all manner of succ
he may be appointed to e 5
sacerdotal zeal, and may Heaven
grant him length of days to endw
his countrymen with the bl ings
which he is qualified to dispensa,

At the conclusion of the nnounce-
ments Father Spellman ascended the
pulpit and del red his fareweil ser
mon. His words of parting 1nad a
deep impression upon the lar con-
gregation present. He spoke as fol-
lows

I have only a few words more to
say to you and I am done. A ou
have been told, I have been called
away by my bishop to another field
of labor. My stay in Montreal is now
only a matter of a few hours. T came
among you two ears ago as a
stranger, and you received me with
your well known, 8, open-
hearted Irish hospitali For th
wish to thank you. I wish to tak:
this.  opportunity also, of thanking
one who has been particularly kind
to me—he is not he

thank my confreres my
priests—in the ministry. Our rela-
tions have always been the happiest.
I wish to thank also the retigious,
in their  noble calling, who have
helped me in the work allotted me
to do.

I am- going to begin all over
again, and I would ask you to pray
for me that God may (¥ive me
Strength. T do wnot ask for suctess
in a worldly sense, but in the eyes of
God and His Blessed Mothor, for I
want to do the work of o good
priest. And now in leaving you, the
only thasks I can give vou' is tho
blessing of a priest and thny 1 wis),
you from my heart.’’

‘There - were tears shed ss words
fell from the lips of the noble young
pri r the last time in the pul-
pit which He had graced for two

L ,.M:hbonga n‘uexn_bled “1 - the
Bonaventure Station to say au  re-
‘fgﬁl’ Spellman. SR

ening a large number of |

creeds in the community. A solemn
Requiem Mass was chanted at St
Patrick’s Church, at which the choir
assisted, and at its conclusion the
remains were transferred to Cote des
Neiges Cemetery for interment in
the family plot.—R.I.P,

SISTER ST. DONALD. — Once
more it is our duty. to record the
death of a member of one  of our
leading religious communities and to
give expression to our sympathy to
the bereaved members of the saintly
nun's family, as well as of our con-
dolence with the Sisters of the Con-
gregation de Notre Dame. Her earth-
ly life was short and beautiful, and
a fit preparation for an eternity “of
unending happiness. The sad event
took place at the Mgther House, St.
Jean Baptiste street, on September
18th. The name of the deceased reli-
gious was Cathering May Payment,
in religion Sister St. Donald, aged
22 years and 4 months, She was a
member of the order for 4 years and
8 months.—R.I.P,

e —————
TOPICS OF THE DAY,
FREE SCHOOL BOOKS. — This
question which is now attracting con-
siderable attention in the neighbor-
ing Republic is one which should oe-
cupy the most serious attention of
all thoughtful men, In Chicago the
public school trustees and the 250,
000 pupils who are attending schoo

rding to local nev S,
in an embarrassing situation in
the opening weeks of school, owing
to the attempt to introduce free
text-books in the system. The public
school trustees are bei 1g criticized
for having delayed the text-book
matter so long that the schools we
opened without any, and the pupils
are finding it difficult to begin school
work without text-book To com-
plicate the situation, there are text-
books piled up in the school which
no one has the authority to distri-
bute.

An injunction brought

man Catholic soeietie

bring out many poin
against the idea. The fucts, so
’ we can ascertain from the press
are as follows :~

The superintendent of schools and
business manager of the Board of
Education are restrained from doing
anything about text-books by a
sweeping injupction.

The Board of Education began its
plan for the introduction of free
text-books lust January. An ap-
propriation of $90,000 was voted at
that time. Notice was then s
by the German Catholic
that, a oon as any authority
given to spend money, they would
bring a suit for injunction. Nothing
further was done until June, when
the board asked the superintendent
of schools to submit a plan for the

e and distribution of text-

in the four lower grades of the
rammar schools. This action was
taken so late in June thut adjourn-
ment for the summer followed. The
question was not taken up again un-
til a week before school opened,

On Sept. 4, when the ichools had
been open for two day , the board
authorized the purec e  of text-
books. Fearing the injunction that
was to follow, they made arrange-
ments to have the agents of the pub-
lishing companies ¢ the meeting
held in the evening. Offic smployeces
of the board were also instruc ed to
be on hand. The orders for books
were delivered that same night,
with instructions to have the books
delivered before 9 o’cloe the next
morning. It looked as if the Ger-
man Catholics, who had been wait-
ing for nearly a year to bring the
injunction, had been foiled. When
they went into court the next morn-
ing at 10 o’clock the books they

trying to keep from being pur
d were already in the schools.

The injunction was granted, and
was of such a sweeping nature that
Superintendent Cooley has been able
to take no action since. Tnstead of
having the books distributed the
principals have waited for instruc~
tions. The children have gone with-
out books. It is not possible for the
parents of the children to b v books
should they so desire. The book deal-
ers all understood that free books
were to be issued, and consequently
did not lay in a supply. It has al-
ways been the practice of the board
to provide ‘‘fund books'’ for indi-
gent pupils. The injunction is so
sweeping that the superintendent is
unable to have books provided for
them. The entire matter must wait
until the injunction suit is settled.

RELIGIODS TRAINING.—In the
admirably arranged address deliver-
ed by. Archbishop Ryan, of Philadel-
phia, on the oceasion of the recent
assassination of President McKinlay,
His Grace indicated clearly that the
drifting  away from’ its religious
moorings was becoming the para-
mmpt danger for the Republic.
Amongst other striking paragraphs
in that masterly address we take the
following :— : : 7

e

to me; and I have as good a right
a8 you to decide what is order,’ But
if you say the people have a right
to select the ruler, and when solect~
ed God imparts through the people
the power to govern, then you have
the power, to resist which is to re-
sist the ordinance of God. Hence in
Holy Secripture the temporal ruler is
called the minister of God. This doo~
trine does not imply any ‘right di-
vine’ in the individual to do wrong;
for it is the power not the man that
is of God. Now, ladies and gentle-
men, what is the remedy for our per-
ils, present and future? 1 believe it
to be through knowledge of ‘the
truths of Christianity and the argu-
ments that support them. It we are
to perpgtuate this splendid Republic,
we must perpetuate Christianity to
protect. it. On this most solemn oc-
casion, and in spirit by the newly-
made grave of your murdered Presi-
dent, and in the name of the Founder
of Christianity whom we aM love, I
ask you to keep the deposit of Chfig-
tianity and hand it down as the
richest heritage you can leave to
Vour posterity and our beloved
country.”’

Here we have a great Catholic pre-
late preaching to the representatives
of a Protestant-governed country
the fundamental principles whereen
alone 1 rest the stability of the
nation. Is he alone, or rather is his
Church alone, in the théory that
without religion no moral standard
can be maintained, and without .a
moral standard no nation can be
great or permanent? In “The Ohio
Teacher,”” a Protestant teachers’
magazine, we find Mr. Samuel Tind-
ley, of Akron, writing forcibly on
this same subject, and saying

‘“If the people of this country are
wise, they will not suffer the moral
and religious element in the training
of the voung to be suppressed or
neglected, even in the public schools.
It is true, beyond all peradventure,
that the most efficient power in the
development and education ¢f our
race is the vivid conception of God’s

tive pre 1ce and conscious, inte

nt interest in human affairs. He

> Greely once said, in an address

the laying of the corner-stone of
1 college, that the true idea of Uod
clearly unfolded within us, moving
us to adore and obey Him, and to
inspire after likeness to Him, pro-
duces the best growth of our nature
Nothing e 80 thoroughly awakens
the moral sense within‘u and leads
to the complete enthronement of
conscience over the lower desires,
appetites, and passions. What fol
then, what madne to exclude from
the schools the knowledge and fear
of God!”

As time goes on, and as the wvust
number of dangers to which sociely
is exposed becomes more and more
manifest in  the crimes committed

n the sacred name of liberty,”” it
will become clear to all right-think-
ing men that the only salvation of
the State 1 in a closer -affinity
with the Church—we mean that tlie
State must accept the moral teuch-
in of the Church, instead of ant
gonizing her. Of course, that church
is none other than the Catholic
Church; for she alone holds no com-
merce with the world and its errox
she alone is unchangeable i
ets and in her principles regarding
education; she alone is uncompromis-
ing in matt of family as well as
social interest—divorce and all the_
questions that affect the status of
modern civilization.

e —

IRISH UNIVERSITY QUESTION
At a recent meeting of the Dublin
Corporation the Lord Mayor  pro-
d the following resolutions ;—
irst, that it is the opinion of the
Council that the provisions for high~
er general and technical education
at present existing in Ireland are en~
tirely inadequate to thes needs of the
country. Second, that it is a matter
of simple justice and constitutional
right that the educational advan-
tages provided by the State should
be offered on equal terms and under
equal conditions to the members of
every religious denomination. Third,
that such equality of conditions does
not at present exist and cannot ex~
ist until there are provided for the
higher education of Irish Catholics
institutions, university and collegi-
ate, adequately equipped and ' en-
dowed and so0 constituted that,.
whilst open to students of every de-
nomination, Irish Catholics  would'
have the same share in their govern- .
ment, and could, therefore, have the
same <confidence in their administra-
tion, that Irish Protestants have in
the governnient and administraf
of the University of Dublin and Tri-
nity College. Fourth, that' it is
flagrant violation of the prim
religious and educational equ:
refuse to TIrish Catholics
provision for higher educa
less on the condition that
seck 'it from Pro




