The Irish Hierarchy Pas-
2 toral.

t i
The Dublin “Fre?man’’ in its issue
of October 1 says :—Yesterday from
" the altars of Ireland the pastoral of
' ¢he archbishops and bishops, assem-
bled in National Synod at May-
nooth, was read to the Catholic con-
gregations. It is a religious docu-
ment of the most impressive and, at
the same time, most attractive char-
acter, and will be read by all Chris-
tian men with a keen sympathy for
the high and sacred ideals that it
sets before the Irish nation. A rare
unction and zeal and a winning spirit
of love for their people shine through
the eloquent words in which the
bishops speak their counsels. The
pastoral. reviews the past, takes
count of the present, and precaution
for the future. The quarter of a cen-
tury that has passed since the first
Synod of Maynooth has been one fuil
of activity and big with issues for
the people of Ireland. And the past-
oral bears witness that its fruits of
religion have been a splendid and
encouraging testimony of the peo-
ple's faith. Their zeal for the beauty
of God’s house, a zeal unprevented by
their poverty, their tender résponse
to the invitation of Pope and bishops
to a more reverential and loving
practice of their religion, and their
loyalty to their pastors in public and
individual action in all those ques-
tions where the action or inaction of
the State threatened the faith of their
fathers are recognized by the past-
oral. At the close of this most im-
portant period of Ireland’s history
the bishops of Ireland are able to
say : ‘‘One notable feature deserves
particular mention—that is, the con-
tinuous increase in the number of Lhe
faithful who approach the sacra-
ments of Penance and Holy Commu-
nion. It is questionable whether it
has ever been exceeded, in proportion
to the population, in any country,
or at any period, since the Apostolic
times.”” In the contemplation of such
a glorious harvest for the labors of
the Irish Church, the bishops speak
out to their people in language of
the warmest affection, an aflection
that will be as warmly reciprocated.
“‘Surely, dearly beloved brethren
(they say), these are considerations
wwhich should gladden the hearts of
sthe pastors of the country, and make
them feel that in such a people they
thave ‘their joy and crown.””’ And
the people whose memory recalls Lhe
labors thus rewarded will be able to
:speak back and say that the joy and
the crown are fitting prize for work
as single-minded, as unselfish, as
thigh-principled, and as holy as ever
Ppastors gave to the elevation and
evangelization of a people,
_ The pastoral, in recalling the past,
deals with the progress of those
Questions that bear upon the inter-
ests of the Church at the same time
ithat they touch those of civil so-
«ciety. Foremost, of course, is the
-education question, upon which
bishops, priests and people have
Hought and are fighting so
resolute a battle for Chris-
dian principles. In some quart-
-ers of the battlefield the fight is
practically over—the field is fought
~and won. The pastoral recalls the
wictories that have been gained, and
~defines the ground still to be con-
-quered. In the National schools the
iaims of the Proselytizers and Secu-
larizers have been utterly defeated.
“The National system has been radi-
“ally changed. And though some
great blots remain—in the restric-
tions upon religious teaching in
schools wholly denominational in
their composition, and in the exist-
ence of the model schools—the"\ Na-
tional schools are now a help rather
than a hindrance to the work of the
Church in a great part of Ireland.
To the noble offic? of teachers and
to the efforts of the great
body of the teachers to ful-
fill its duties and realize its ideals
the pastoral pays a tribute that will
be both a gratification and an in-
spiration  to our National teachers.
But it at the same time warns them
against ' the un-Catholic spirit mani-
fested by their association in recent
years. The bishops recognize that
this spirit in nowise represented the
sentiments or opinions of the great
majority of the teachers. Still the
latter have a duty to put themselves
right as Catholics and prevent fur-
ther misrepresentation. Since the last
National Synod the intermediate sys-
tem came into being. It found the
Catholic schools languishing for the
want of resources, gnd competing
with Protestant schools endowed in
large measure from the spoil of Cath-
olic confiscations. The system frank-
1y recognized the denominational
principle; and in doing so it gave
full scope for the efforts and co-oper-
ation of the Catholic teaching body.
“The result we all know; and it is one
for which the bishops are justified in
expressing their thanks and admira-
tion to the Catholic teachers. They
at the same time remind the latter
that in the Catholi¢ school religion
must come first and rule as Queen ;
and that the object for which = the
Catholic | ish
should ring the death-
W

cipled as it = is' craven, and the
bishops speak not too strongly when ’ : ¢ ¢
they say that they “considér it the |a parent’s objection to the ol
strongest: and most fatal condemna- |school, or his wish to sen s child
tion ' of pur Government to . find
its  own convictions, and, | priest will weigh the matter, and
take | will refer to the bishop be!owg_ refus-
its policy from the least enlightened | ing the sacraments. But the flock
sections of its followers," For Irish- | should bé carefully instruc
men the situation permits of but one | casion may arise, that the! matter
course—to press forward uncompro- lies within the jurisdiction = of the
misingly until equality is established,
either by levelling up or
cstablishment  of
university equal ‘to Dublin

for some electoral *expediency,

Turning to the question of techni-|is to say,
cal education, the bishops
the recent act, urging its careful use, 1 A
and pointing out certain dangers to Catholic school; it has the appear-
be avoided. But they are careful to
dissociate themselvés from the
tention that here we have the settle-
ment of the Irish social question. If
emigration is to be stayed, and

must be found. The remedy lies in the
establishment of a peasant propriet- L A
the | parent, therefore, to take the judg-
industry of Irish peasants, who are

driven to starvation on miser-
grass scandal and on the reasons

worth- | for risking it. If our people are care-

less to their owners, and are econu-
to the country.’
bishops promise their fullest sympa-
thy and support to a movement for
on the condition —
which there ought to be no difficulty
in observing—that it is conducted on
just and orderly constitutional lines.

With a touching care the
turn from the encouraging spectacle
of past achievements and present pro-
mise to the possible
may destroy the future.
progress of the people brings

faith and religious character face Lo A .
by | say; and endeavoring to guide them

bishops

shicld
man-
The | higher schools, and to the univer-
bishops point to these. The flood oi
literature
has burst upon the Irish shores. The
, and especially young men
of the educated classes,
Where are the defences
and preservatives ?
given in the practical Christian life,
in a Catholic literature.
connection their Lordships especially
commend the St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety and the Catholic Truth Sociely
—the former of which the Pope has
commended as peculiarly
the needs of our time; and the latter
to
Catholic Ireland a splendid means of
rendering service to the cause of let-
ters no less than to the cause of re-
ligion. The war upon intemperance 1s
once more solemnly commended
commanded by the united episcopate.
is still the source of many evils in
bishops
note with

in es-

In this

to

and

can mark progress.
hope that a ‘‘sounder and truer tone
of opinion has grown up with refer-
' and that “‘it is no long-
as a
a decent

tolerable failing of which
man need not be ashamed.”
The condemnation of Sunday horse-
racing will be re-echoed by practical-
Having
against
and

warned Irishmen once more
the dangers of secret. societies
scandalous
treatment of Catholic sailors in the
the pastoral turns to
Year the centre
vear,
that

lome, in this Holy
Catholic thoughts.
more than ever, the spirit
to Rome, and to him that
Fisherman,
should be quickened within us.”’ Irish
pilgrims will soon go thither.
will bear a loving message
high mission if they go in the spirit
of this great pastoral-—so worthyill:l provide for them special Catholic
thoughts of the best traditions of the philosophy during the time of their

They

In the course of an able and

suitable school, and, secondly,

make the danger remote. This

1 do mot deny there are diffic

fntending  to deny that there
¥ 1eti be reasonable

it [to o non-Catholi¢ one. A’ ‘prudent

. 88 oC-

spiritual power, and that it is far

levelling |from the true Catholic spirit to de-

a | cide such grave questions for = one-

Univer- | self. Moreover, there is another as-
sity, or of a national university that pect of this subject which (shows
the endowments and |still more clearly how necessary it is
control the privileges of Trinity Col- | to abide by the judgment of the
lege as well as of every other univer-
sity college in the country. That is
the ulfimatum of the Irish bishops, |& non-Catholic school anywhere in
and it is also the ultimatum of the |this country where there is a Catho-

Church. Tt is almost impossible for a
Catholic parent to send his child to

lic one without causing scandgl. That
such action suggests o

welcome | other Catholic parents to de the

same; it weakens the position of the

ance of religious indifference; and it

con- | tends  to break down the strictness

and firmness of Catholic faith.
It is therefore nearly always a very

the | grave scandal, especially when the
the disastrous | parent in question is a person of
its further |some standing or influence. Now, an
remedy | action which involves scandal of this

kind can only be justified by a very
grave necessity. It is the duty of the

ment of the Church both up-
on the possible extent of the

fully and continuously instructed in

The | the principles here laid down— that

the frequentation of non-Catholic
schools is a grave danger to faith,
and that they must not rely solely
on their own judgment when consi-
dering whether in any particular case
such a thing can be allowed, there
would probably be few cases of ab-
solute rebellion. It is for the clergy
to meet all parents who manifest a

that | disposition to desert their own
very |schools with all reasonable consider-
their | ation and paternal kindness, giving

due weight to what they have to

to do what is rieht. The same princi-
ples precisely apply Lo secondary and

sities themselves. But here, in apply-
ing them, we are at once confronted
by the fact that we have no Catho-
lic universities, and, in this diocese,
no higher schools for boys.

Under these circumstances, what
are we to do? As regards the univer-
sities of Oxford and Cambridge, you
are aware that the Holy See allows
our voung Catholics to frequent them.
But the circumstances under which
this permission has been given are
extremely instructive. As long as
there was any chance of the estab-
lishment in this country of a Catho-
lic university the permission was
withheld. Over and over again the
attempt was made to induce the
Sacred Congregation of Propaganda
to change its attitude: but all that
was obtained was that each bishop
should have the power to decide on
applications made by persons in his
own jurisdiction; whilst the Sacred
Congregation repeated in numerous
letters the teaching I have already
adverted to, that to attend non-
Catholic places of education consti-
tutes a grave and proximate danger
to faith. When, however, it became
evident that no Catholic university
could be established in England, and
when, at the same time, well-inform-
¢d and responsible persons, thought
,that the dangers to which Catholic
young men would be exposed at Ox-
ford and Cambridge were less serious
than they had been a generation
back, the permission to reside was
reluctantly granted. But the Holy
See was still constant to Catholic
principle. The danger of perversion
and of falling into indifference and
into vice was to be counteracted as
| far as possible. Those who went Lo
the universities were to be strong in
character, well grounded in their re-
ligion, and carefully looked after;
and the bishops were enjoined Lo

is

a

conferences on religion, history, and

residence, whilst all such other pre-
cautions as the divine law (apart

Calholii:s in Non-Cathollc from any human precept) prescribes

in such cases were left to the indivi-
dual conscience of the student and
of his parents or guardians. It is not
difficult to gather from the method of

ex- | proceeding just described what ought
haustive letter on the subject of at- | to be our rule of action in dealing
tendance of Catholic children at non-
Catholic schools, His TLordship
Bishop of Newport says :—
To attend a non-Catholic

with the case of those children and
young people in the diocese who may

the | he necessitated to attend non-Catho-

lic grammar schools, intermediate

school | schools, or higher grade schools. 'I'o
constitutes a grave and proximate make it lawful for them to do so0
danger to faith, and that, therefore, there must be three conditions: First,
it is a grave sin for any parent to [they must not join in any non-Cath-
send ‘his child to such a sehool, ex- | olic acts of worship, or attend any
cept when, first, there is no other | religious or Bible instruction other
! un- | than their own; secondly, they must
less such precautions are taken as to | bé carefully taught their catechism
doc- | and their religion by some one; and,
trine every priest with care”of souls | thirdly, they must be prepared for
is bound to teach to his flock. In ap-
plying this teaching to practical life, | frequent them. These conditions must
ulties. | be impressed upon parents by the

the sacraments and brought up to

t on all i

To speak first of
we often meet with parents who ob-
ject to send their children to the
Catholic schopl on account of cer-
‘tain features which they dislike, or virtue. It were' L 1

who. prefer noa{hthblic wschools on |that he had a millstone tied to

He must let parents clearly under-
stand that it is they who are respon-
) v's faith and

-for a par

neck and he drowned in
4 ¢ “that ;

ever uppermost in the thoug
affections of Catholics, wm alway!

at the present moment. I refer to the
all-important question of Catholic
education. So deeply impressed  are
the bishops of Hngland with the
gravity of the occasion that they
have addressed a joint letter to the
Catholics of this kingdom explaining,
as the shepherds of the flock of
Christ, what should be the policy and
what unquestionably is the duty of
every Catholic, whether priest or lay-
| man, at the present crisis in the his-
| tory- of Catholic education. The let-
ter is a pronouncement the import-
ance of which to Catholics generally,
and especially as a means of securing
the priceless inheritahce of the Cath:
olic Faith to our children, cannot be
exaggerated. It will therefore, 1
trust, obtain the adhesion, obedi-
ence, and support of every genuine
,and loyal Catholic, for surely, car-
ried away by the fallacies and plati-
tudes of the hour, you cannot forget
the teaching of Scripture that not
politicians, not demagogues, not
newspapers, not even statesmen, but
the Holy Ghost has appointed
bishops to rule the Church of God,
which He has purchased with His
own Blood. Nor can you fail to re-
member ‘that nothing brings us into
clogser relation to God, and therefore
nothing can be dearer to us, than
our holy religion, and the little chil-
dren whom God has entrusted to our
care, that we may bring them up in
His love and service.

His Lordship, continuing, said he
urged the formation of the Catholic
Registration Association in all the
most populous towns of the diocese,
and he was ‘happy to learn that it
was doing great and good service;
and he hoped at no distant . date
these aseociations would be combined
so that they may concentrate in one
solid phalanx and move with the
precision and force of a well-disci-
plined army in whatever quarter of
the field ‘Catholic interests might be
endangered (applause). His Lordship
then mentioned that the Manchester
Catholic Registration Association had
recently been reorganized, and spoke
of the objects it had in view, espe-
cially that of securing and maintain-
ing adequate representation of Cath-
olics on the various public bodies in
Manchester. For instance, there are

55 magistrates on the Manchester
Bench, and of these four only are
Cathol Nineteen would be their
y due. Again, in Salford there were 65
{ magistrates, and we had just one
: Catholic, whereas there ought to be
} eight. We shall continue to be thus
i shamefully treated, said His Lord-
{ ship, unless we give the powers that
be no peace, and keep pegging away
at them until through love or fear
they do us justice. After pointing
out that the Manchester Catholic
Registration Association had already
opened their campaibn under his (the
Bishop’s) auspices in defence of Lhe
Catholic Faith, and that their first
effort was the preservation of dvl(b-
minational education and the redress
of all their grievances, His Lordship
spoke of tne three questions which
had been sent to each Parliamentary
candidate in and around- Manchester,
and said when the replies came Lo
hand they would then know who
were their friends and who were
their enemies in this educational
campaign, and for whom they as
Catholics—true to Catholic princi-
ples and conscience—should give or
refuse their votes. Proceeding, Dr.
Bilsborrow said : It will not, per-
haps, be out of place to assure you,
as I have often assured you before,
that I am entering upon no political
ground; that I take no part what-
ever at any time in politics, and that
I am no supporter of any political
party. But as a Catholic Bishop I
have taken part, and shall continue
to take a. part, in social questions
affecting Catholics—such as temper-
ance and the housing of the poor,
and especially and above all in Cath-
olic education. Indeed, if I did not
explain for your guidance and @ in-
struction, as children of the Catholic
Church, what are the true principles
of the Catholic Church on education
which it is your duty and mine loy-
ally to embrace, I should fail in my
duty to God, to the Church, and to
you all in a very grave matter.

Who are the people who ware at-
tempting to destroy our voluntary
schools? Who are these men? Let us
unearth them, for in whatever garb
they might be disguised we must op-
pose them as our enemies. They are,
continued His I.ordship, the National
Fducation League, the School Board
Party, the Nonconformists or the so-
called Free Churches, the Rational-
ists, Agnostics, and Socialists of the
day; and, he was grieved to add, the
vast majority of the great Liberal
Party, Dr, Bilsborrow then = went
back to the year 1870, when the late,

(Party, @ established Board  schools;

rallies and welds them together in|out
hearty co-operation, and ‘which is 08}
pecially. of vital necessity to us alll

Mr, Forster, on behalf of the Liberal |
1]

and fnvited the large gathering to
compare the friendship, and even
miration, of - thab great party

e N
chools, b&let by Catholics

t no-
., ho even-

y pass into Protestant manage-
ment and control, the Catholic teach-,
ers be expelled (veligion included),
that persons of no religion or any
religion would be placed in charge,
that the appointments of teachers
and selection of books would be
made by Protestants, and that thus
the Catholic schools would disappear
from the kingdom and Catholic par-
ents would have no choice of schools,
and would be obliged to send their
children  after all the sacrifices into
Board schools. And this, exclaimed
Hid Lordship, the School Board Par-
ty, mocking the true meaning of the
words, - calls justice, educational
equality, religious liberty, parental
rights! Thus, instead of the full, de-
finite, and certain teaching of the
Catholic Church our poor children
will have to be content with a
vague, lifeless, mnon-Catholic doc-
trine, retailed by teachers of every
form of Christianity or none at all.
And thus, one after another, all the
truths of God’s revelation would be
thrown into the melting-pot of pri-
vate judgment and dissolved. The ef-
fect upon children’s minds who fre-
quent the Board schools is appalling
—it is religious indifference. The
Nonconformists, to whom the Board
schools are virtually a monopoly and
endowment, have already had con-
vincing proof of this fact. If they
had retained their denominational
schools and educated their own chil-
dren, theéy would not be lamenting
to-day the falling-off of attendance
in their Sunday schools. But now
they find to their dismay that their
children have ceased to believe in any
definite religion, and that the at-
tendances in their Sunday schools are
falling off by thousands and thou-
sands.

Dr. Bilsborrow then proceeded to
examine what the cost to the coun-
try would be if Voluntary . schools
were thrown aside, especially as more
than half of the children in England
to-day were educated in Voluntary
schools. There were 8,827 more Vol-
untary schools at present than Board
schools, and they educate 1,065,108
more children and have an average
nttendance of 408,843 more than
Board schools. He considered that
the scheme of closing the Voluntary
schools and making Board schools
universal was utterly fantastic, ex-
travagant, and unstatesmanlike
His Lordship then entered into the
tomparative cost of Voluntary
schools and Board schools, and prov-
ed to demonstration by a mass of
figures that the proposed universal
Board schools would require an ap-
palling sum. He replied very eflect-
ively to the charge of Board school
friends—and he regretted to say al-
so of some weak.kneed Catholics —
that the Voluntary schools were in-
ferior to their rivals. Having dealt
with the gross inequality of tne
treatment of Voluntary schools as
compared with that of Board schools,
His Lordship in conclusion said to
lessen this shameful inequality the
late Government passed the Aid
Grant Act, which gave the Volun-
tary schools from the Imperial Ex-
chequer 5s, per child, abolished the
iniquitous 17s. 6d. limit, and ex-
empted them from local rates. This
grant amounted to about £620,000—
a mere sop. Millions of money have
been saved to the ratepayers by the
friends of Voluntary schools. The
Voluntary schools educate more than
half the children in the elementary
schools of England and Wales. To re-
place Voluntary schools by Lthe
Board schools would mean an imme-
diate capital expenditure of about
£58,000,0000, and an additional un-
usual expenditure of £4,780,000 and
the doubling of the School Board
rates. Lastly, Voluntary schools give
a religious education according 1o
the wishes of parents.

The Archbishop of Glasgow
to His Flock.

The following very important let-
ter from His Grace the Archbishop of
Glasgow was read in all the churches
in his archdiocese on Sunday last.

Glasgow, 25th September, 1900.

Rev. Dear Sir,—In  view of the
gentral election which is about to
take place you will be good enough
to read this letter to your congrega-
tion ‘at the principal Mass on Sun-
day, the 80th inst., and to explain

at the same time two  special re-1:

forms which are urgently called for,

and which might well be dealt with

by the new P : r
are : 1.

could be taken| T
how the priests |

when weighing the“claims of caudi-
dates for their votes. The questions
referred to are not party ones, and
the ' justice of our eclaims and of
those of our fellow-Catholics in Ire-
| land have been admitted by thought-
ful mex of all parties.

We would therefore recommend our
‘people to urge on the attention of
Parliamentary candidates the need
for :

in Ireland of a university acceptable
to the majority of the Irish people,
as the Protestant minority is already
amply provided for.

2. Provision for granting to the
schools of the Catholic minority in
Scotland the same support from the
rates as is granted to the schools of
the Protestant majority.

Such measures are not only to be
desired by Catholics, but should . be
favored by all who have at - heart
those higher interests of the whole
country that are far above mere par-
ty questions. Every man who aims
at peace and unity among his fellow-
citizens should be anxious to re-
move grievances and to protect
rights. He should therefore be anx-
ious to put an end to the injustice
by which in Ireland a minority en-
joys privileges denied to the major-
ity, and in Scotland a majority de-
nies to the minority equality of
treatment.—We remain, rev. dear
sir, yours faithfully in Christ,

CHARLES,
Archbishop of Glasgow.

The “‘Glasgow Herald,”’ the leading
newspaper in Scotland, in comment-
ing on the above circular, which it
calls ““moderate and carefully rea-
soned,”” goes on to say that, ‘‘the
feeling that something must be done
for the establishment of a Roman
Catholic University is gaining ground
s0 rapidly that it will in time be ir-
resistible,”” and the article con-
cludes : ‘‘It is difficult to see how
the demand that the school rate
shall be given to Roman Catholics
as well as Board schools can be per-
manently refused. The tide of deno-
minationalism is sweeping strong,
and it may float Roman CatholiciSm
in education not to victory but to
toleration.”” It is difficult to say
what effect His Grace's letter may
have on the local election on Octo-
ber 4. Meanwhile, as a result of it,
the Irishmen of Glasgow have re-
solved to support four Liberals, one
Unionist, and one Labor candiate all
of whom agree with the Catholic at-
titude on this question.

Briefs From Scotland.

LATE FATHER HUGHES. — The
parishioners of Longloan, wishing to
commemorate the life work of Fa-
ther Hughes amongst them, wished
to have a statue erected in .the
church to his memory. Accordingly,
a deputation waited on His Lord-
ship Bishop Maguire to see if he
would give his consent to the scheine.
His Lordship was averse to the pro-
posal, and suggested that a -memo-
rial tablet plac?d in the wall of the
church would be more Catholic and
appropriate.

THE LITTLE SISTERS, —It is the
rule of the Glasgow Corporation to
allow charitable and philantnropic
institutions a certain amount of
water free of charge. The Little Sis-
ters of the Poor is one of the Cath-
olic institutions (few in number),
which comes under this rule, but this
year they exceeded the rate allowed,
and were surcharged for the extra
guantity. However, the Little Sisters,
who are nothing if not energetic, ap-
pealed to the Water Committee of
the Town Council, with the result
that the excess charge was cut down
by one-half, which was very good in
its way, but still the Town Council
might have gone the whole hog
whilst they were at it.

GOLDEN JUBILEE.—St. Patrick’s
parich, Glasgow, celebrates its gold-
en jubilee on the 25th November. It
is proposed to hold it by both reli-
gious and secular demonstrations. As
is' proper, the religious ceremonies
will come off first, when High Mass
avill be celebrated, and His Lordship
Bishop Maguire will preach. In
January  the sect,ar demonstration

1. Provision for the establishment,
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