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In all h is activities man first attends 
quiroments in food, clothing and shelter

would be shewn these institutions under the most 
favorable circumstances. The same is done every 
where. But he anticipated this by sometimes can- these, when he finds time, he builds his
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celling his official engagements so that he might without this basis is useless to any **
make surprise visits. The result of these surprise shorn of appreciation. In the various stage* ,f^ 
visits was good. His conclusions on the Soviet ad- development, the measure of man’s artistic Itt * ' 
ministration are warm in praise. No other group has corresponded to the leisure time his 
or party in Russia is possible in control To aban- acquiring a means of livelihood affords! h> r 
don Bolshevism means murder, chaos, starvation first built his house and in his after-mmi> *
and wholesale disintegration now. The Soviet decorated and adorned it. He first clothed 
chiefs of Departments he found to be able men and self and afterwards, in course of time, h 
earnest workers. In administration of Russian af- to produce a coat of many colors. 1U WM 
fairs they had steered a straight coarse and had and he ate what he could obtain. Primitive 
achieved what was impossible for any other group knew no sauce. In supplying his meal* h, 
or party. From the ruins of Ceardom they had in met the demand* of bare nature. Wheu heT* 
herited nothing but hunger and want, a broken- erected for himself an inhabitable house he i ' ** 
down transportation system and an industrial and able to consider decorating its wall* 
agricultural collapse in production. They had es lieauty, however offensive to the art stir M,„i 
taablished Dictatorship, and Dictatorship, instead H. 0. Wells it may lie. will prove a hamlv reCj, 
of weakening, had necessarily strengthened itaelf if circumstance* 
in three years. Without it, any semblance of or- hungry.
der was impossible in Russia. And so with Russia. In a land where ,

With the Soviet theories and ideas of social life tive work is in progress towards the provUtoe 
Mr. Wells found himself in disagreement. Of it* people’* needs, the first consideration 
their administrative work, he has nothing to say directing energy toward the finding of foo4 
but to praise it. In spite of the many delays in clothing and shelter, and making secure ,he w 
transportation and communication which, ineiden Uinty „f continuous supply. These are the 
tally, he makes responsible for hi* failure to meet tials. Art without these is usele*,. 1^*,,., 
Lunacharsky, he thinks it astonishing that there not then b, .ppm-Uted, The follower of ,u|tai. 
e»ts any at all. There is really little in Mr. Wells* wil, ettime himself i„ such a period to the „t8ll 
account of life today m Russ,, that is not pub- cerements of the day. The requirements of the 
ished week after week m article* written by the day, being met. will promote in art it* mpub, 

soviet chiefs themselves. A, for instance in “So- |f Mr XVe,u werv now to d,vo,„ hlm„lf „r- 
viet Russia, the org^n of the Russian Bureau of 
Information in New York. We have seen in the
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EDITORIAL ever overtake him and find hi»
\ H. G. WELLS.

HE latest publicist to visit Russia is H. G. 
Wells. Mr. Wells is a noted novelist. He 
is also a master of arts, and a bachelor of 

His (gnciful imagination, however, is 
more useful to him in gaining a livelihood than 
these last menÿoned attainments. He was at one 
time (and may now be) a member of the Fabian 
Society.

Mr. Wells, spent fourteen days in Russia. A pre­
vious visitor from England. Bertrand Russell, 
spent a month or more there, 
never been in Russia before, which was quite evi­
dent from the articles he wrote on his return, and 
the apparent difficulties he was under in making 
comparisons as between conditions pasf and pre­
sent. While there Mr. Russell compared Russian 
conditions under ■ Soviet administration with his 
own theories and preconceptions, and of course 
his theories were much nicer than conditions as he 
saw them in Russia. Compared with him Mr. 
Wells appears to be a better observer, although 
he does not appear to be quite as well acquainted 
with Marxian literature. In fact. all. in the same 
breath, Mr. Wells condemns the conclusion ar­
rived at by Marx in “Capital" and proclaims that 
he has not studied that work. This being the case. 
Mr. Wells' criticism of the Marxian whiskers may 
be allowed to be quite in order. As we have said, 
he is a good observer. He has seen Marx’s picture 
and that is all he knows about him. Not even our 
fanciful novelist, however, would have ns con­
demn the theory of surplus value, the materialis­
tic conception of history and the class struggle 
pronouncement because Marx chose to wear well 
ordered whiskers. Being a man enthusiastic about 
art in all its manifestations, we grant him his 
place aa a critic in that department of human en­
deavour. His limitations as a critic of what is 
known as the Marxist position are self confessed. 
He has not studied that position.

But in visiting Russia he was saddled with fewer 
preconception* than Bertrand Bussell. .He had 
been there in the early part of 1914, and in hia re­
cent brief visit he was able to make some per­
sonal comparisons. In industrial life, in work 
shops and factories, he brand activity curtailed, 
mostly on account of the mobilization of men for 
defensive purposes on the various fronts. The 
transportation system, a basic field of operation in 
any country of large area, he found to be seriously 
out of order and in a state of disrepair. The food 
supply and system of rationing he found to be even 

than that obtaining in the England he knew 
daring the time of war. The education system he 
found to be constructive and admirable. The com 
in anal schools were the subject of his warm ad­
miration. In them, in their educational system 
and in the food administration within them he 
found that the system built up by Lunacharsky 
and his educational staff had' surpassed his ex­
pectations of what was possible. Disaffection and 
at the same time contentment with the Soviet re­
gime he found among the peasants. He had al! 
the freedom of observation he required. He was 
sensible enough to expect that if he were taken on 
an official tour inspecting schools, prisons, etc., he

- T
science.

Mr. Russell had

ously to a study of Marxism he might undmUnd 
what he ha* observed. He makes *omr aitrmpt st 
theorüing and tells us the class struggle a not 
a fact of life. He cannot see the dividing line be- , 
tween bourgeois and proletarian. Marxism awert* 
that there is an unbridged golf between these two 
classes and that they have nothing in rommon 
In this matter we have little regard for Mr. WdlV 
opinion*. The confusion of hi* mind on turli i 
subject as this is not due to du'lnri-. hut to lark 
of application in its study. We arc familiar with 
those argument* from the polished and smut* 
lights of literature. Mr. Wells see» two hundred

past year or two the efforts of these Russian 
writers to acquaint the worker* of the world with 
Russia s condition and her needs. Their progrès* 
m construction work from period to period, their 
statistic* of output, their laws, present plans and 
achievements generally, have been given publicity 
Mr. Wells no doubt is fairly familiar with these 
or similar document*. He went to see for him­
self, that i* all, and being a well known figure in 
English journalism he is able to gain the attention 
of all who will read and pay attention—even to * 

He charges the miseries of presentnewspaper.
day Russian life to the wreckage inherited from 
Uzardom; to six years’ war and to the blockade. 
Anyone who expect* to find uninterrupted har­
mony in social life and free institutions of admin­
istration—let us say democracy—in a country that 
baa had Russia’a experiences of the last six year*, 
is blind to perception or otherwise dull.

era of ineeeaant warfare and three 
blocade!

classes instead of two. He would argu« like other* 
of his kind that the workman who hs* a dollar 
or two to bis credit in the bank i* in the exploit­
ing class as drawing interest. The day* is pan 
when we have to prove the nonsense of such hap- 
'*•** twittering*. The wage worker wh<w atomaeb 
ha* m timed a dollar or two’a worth of filling repre 
sented in a banker’s meagre accounting of hi* ur- 
ing*. is but a day or two further removed from 
starvation than his fellows in time of *tre%*. Ib 
maintains life, not on hia savings but on the pro­
ceeds of the sale of bis labor power day by day 
Thi* is the reel division of classes that Mr. Well»

Six
years’

Any administration that could main­
tain existence daring the last three years in Rus­
sia, even if it has not the fully comprehensive 
dent am ling of its entire population (as the theor­
etically pure would have it) has surely judged 
needs and conditions rightly as it met them.

* vnceming the blocade and it* effects, Mr. 
Wells’ account of hospital equipment and surgical 
i ippiies urgently required is worthy of 
Think of a condition wherein, in a hospital, in the 
matter of operations, eases have to be held until 
the “operating day” once a week come round. 
This in order to conserve available supplies and 
prevc.it disastrous waste. That the Soviet medical 
authorities have been able to check the spread of 
disease is due to organized effort in the face of the 
utmost difficulties.

un­

is looking for, wage worker* who *eM labor po*tr 
and capitalists who buy it laibor in production 
and capital in appropriation ; a class of producer» 
and a class of owners; a subordinate cl»** »ud » 
ruling class: exploited and exploiter ; property 
less and property owning; proletarian sn<l b°ur' 
gvoiaie.
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*cnt toSome time ago an appeal for funds 
us by the O’Brien Defence Committe, Rochester- 
N. Y. The appeal stated that funds were required 
to obtain p writ of habeas corpus f°r Uomr»'!' * •
M. O’Brien, who was ordered deported from ,tl<’ 
United States. We thereupon decided to open *" 
O’Brien Defence Fund in these columns, but. sin(,f 1 
liter advices informed us that Ç’Brien had obtain 
ed the writ, and had succeeded in nullify«»>& ,he f - I 
portation warrant, we waited for further in orm 
ation. I

Our readers have been informed that (omra“ 
O’Brien was arrested in December, 1919, under t 
Criminal Anarchy Law of the U. S., and that h< ® 
been on bail under the charge of having 'f ' “ 
ropy of the Manifesto of . the Communist 
Party to a police informer. Under this law tb« Pf" 
ally stated is 10 years in jail or $5,000 fine. or 
O’Brien’s lawyer has been promised that 'be <a

was

'«ONTO 
*e<1 CStrangely enough, from an industrial worker’s 

point of view, the aspect of life in Russia that 
moat arouses the interest of visitors like Russell 
and Wells is the cultural aspect—art, music, liter­
ature. It is strange that a tnaQ like Wells, who 
was prepared to see worse conditions in Russia 
than he found there, and who appreciated the ef­
forts made by the Soviets to establish and main- 
tain order amid chaos and the pressing problem* 
that necessarily arose, should tie surprised to find 
the healthy development and promotion of art en­
deavour in its various branches to be a considera­
tion secondary to the work-a-day problems of life. 
In this he shows his lack of understanding of the 
path* of human evolution and social growth.
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