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A Labor College Wanted
P

OLITICALLY

movement of

and ethically, the

the w urking class,

as a whole, draws further and fur-
ther away from the bourgeoisie. The
gulf widens and deepens under the
stress of economic pressure and of
the progressive historical forces
generally.  The bourgeois political
parties are fundamentally impotent
to satisfy working class needs and

aspirations. This is manifested in

every country in the world by work

ing class parties appearing on the
political field as independent poli

tical forces, disputing with increasing
the

Therefore

strength power of the bourgeois

parties we need a Labor
College in Canada, for intensive edu-

fit

efficiently

cation on all subjects that will

men to play their part

as educators or in any other capa
city in the working class movement
which it will require trained minds
to fill

Talkers there are aplenty, but

there is no more pitiful spectacle, nor
perhaps any more dangerous object,
than a man in
who

executive position

talks or acts on vital questions

without

he

understanding them, because

has no grasp of certain mental

necessities, only acquired by a
thorough study of sueh subjects as
economics and history, ete. There

are problems now, and in the future,
others, which can only be solved by
the working which must
be dealt with as that class assumes
that larger part in the direction of
political and industrial affairs which,
in the near future, it is destined to
play

class and

In the meantime, the most import-
ant  political problem facing the
its own edueation

1ts

working class is

on political and economic questions
Or, otherwise all is onfusion and
riot; and we of the class-conscious

workers, hope, with a burning hope,
for a peaceful and orderly progress
We regard an

social  order

advance into a

inevitable,

new
as because
we recognize that humanity is com
pelled along by economic foreces that
will not be denied. And so, whether
it, is along the peaceful sunlit paths

of progress we travel, or through the

valley of the shadow, will depend
solely on whether the problems of
the day are understood or not by
those whom they most press upon

for a solution, i.e., the working eclass
Should the latter the
we travel, then those, who by their
passivity, apathy and slumberous in-
activity neglect to farther this edu-
cation, will equally responsible
with those who by violence and re-
pression strive to frustrate it.

way be one

be

Let us rouse ourselves and set this
working class educational institution
at work, as the workers have done

in Great Brit:

aiin. There is, little time
The working class are staggering

under an inereasing burden of

which could not be ilnp sed ipon
them except of their ignorance
When we get this college started
working men from the wood the
mines, and the \h'r[), having attend
ed a session of intensive and ystem

atic study of social problems, will

having

gzo back to their ‘)"“U;JFI’.I‘VH

prestige as being trained thinker
and b i powe for good among
their fellow vorken Commen di
cussion o thi matter John Mae
It‘;nx who wa one f ?hu o most
active in starting the Secottish Labor

College, in the letter to us which we
published in last issue, says, ‘‘Let
the prog. essive West start the ball
rolling.””  Let those who have any

influence in the organized labor move-
Write to the
Get the editors to carry on
i the
including a
One

ment get busy labor

papers

an agitational camp: ad

n on
visability of a

college,

diseussion of ways and means

for a start, then, a second
third, if The

cation of the working class ean only

college

and a possible edu

be carried out !)_\' workers themselves

Therefore, the field being large, the
season short, ‘,./.wl the plow!
- -

A Warnin
If\ spite  of the pres vhieh
iready passed judgment on

Centralia

iftan past [ [n'l'i"!lv'v
warns us to withheld it until further
information arrive For a long time
it is well known that the workers

organized in the 1. W. W

ml]‘b'il‘wh-(‘ to extremel

have been

bad treatment

in that e¢it And early reports of

that the

the

the inquest show first move

was made by street  crowd  to

attack the hall Probably we shall
never know all of the eircum
stances. The ways of the secret ser
vice and its agents are dark and pecu
liar The history of the organized
labor movement in the States has
been scored deep with the sinister

operations of agents provacateurs

Time and time again it has been

brought to light that they have been
the chief

Favorable

ill\fiu:l'tll\ of violence

occasions are seized when

feelings run high over grieveances, to

precipitate action. The sure way to
defeat such methods is to work in
the open. But in that respect the
ruling class has a responsibility. If

by repressive measures they seek to
the

organizing to

W IDI'I\

better

prevent members of wage

ing class from

conditions of work and
the
?lll‘

plll

their

wages,

or to prevent free expression on

discussion of ideal of a soecial

organization forward as a su-
perior alternative to the present one
then but the

futilities of

they repeat agetold

other generations of
rulers, having neither forgot anything
nor learned anything
The

ed upon with avividity as an

Centralia affair has been seiz-

excuse

to inaugurate .a new reign of terror-

ism against economic and political

unorthodoxy in the States. We de-
sire to warn oue readers in Canada
that a similar ecampaign would be
welecomed here by certain interests

kind of

draw at-

There this

a red herring is desired to

are reasons why

tention from other matters, among
which are, the returned soldier’s
gratuity question, and the trial of

the labor men in Winnipeg. Already,
if you study the daily press, it will
be seen that they are at work on the

OLITICAL  Ed

branch of

ith the production and distribution

seience whie dea

of wealth. It is matter ot obsery
g the faects and drawing such g
ra conelusions or “laws’ 15 i
ranted Dy those Tacts coriee ng
the way in which man in soci ty get
his living
Wealth, in a general sense. m 1y b
said to consist of all those things
which are necessary, useful or de

sirable to man. This definition. how-

ever, would take in all such things
as land, water, forests. air and sun
shine and, for the purposes of poli
tical economy is much too broad. The
things just mentioned are generally
spoken of as ‘““natural wealth’’ and
in order to make them of use to man
require a certain amount of work

The land must be cultivated, the
forests cut down, the coal-dug. even
wild berries must be picked

The act of production consists of
just such work and may be defined
as the expenditure of labor-power
with the object of producing some
useful object. The factors, that
to say the things necessary to pro
duction are

1 'he natural resources o
earth, sometimes ecalled ind )
Tnature

2) Labor

(3) The instruments of production,

tools, ete. These, under certain con

ditions are ecapital.

ordinary

of

Every man

generates a

certain amount energy which may

be used in work of the brain or
hand This energy, or ahility to
work, 1s called la,bor-power. Labor
power in use is labor. The useful
thing which results from the aet of

production is a ‘‘product,’”’ products
are said to possess utility or use-value.

The use-value of any product de-
pends on its natural properties. Foi
instance, bread or meat is nourish-

ing, wool is comfortable, coal may be
These

;thg‘v?}lo-!'

burned in a fire and so on

products of labor taken

are the wealth of “modern society
Wealth, then, may be defined us
those products of labor which are

necessary, useful or desirable for the

life and well-being of man

We are here concerned only with
the production and distribution of
wealth under the present form
society, that 1is, the capitalist sy

stem. The word distribution as here

which

ll.\‘(‘(i means the manner in

products of labor are shared out
among the various classes and 0
dividuals in society. The -capitalist
system rests on certain rights, the
right to life, liberty, contract and

A\H(]

ditions such as the exchange of goods

]\1'.1‘\(‘!‘1)’ involves certain con
ration f

The

ionger re-

division of labor co

labor and the use of machinery

right of property is no
garded as a ‘‘natural’’ or ‘‘sacred”’
right and may therefore defined
simply as the legal right to the ex-
clusive use or disposal of any natural
object or any product of labor en-

}n‘

job sowing hate and prejudice and
Incidents will be seized
upon and magnified. More than that,
the needful incidents may be manu-
factured. Look out! Watch the
press! Guard against provacateurs!

passion

joyed by any person or number of

persons.

The operation of these rights in
soclety has been such as to ?:f‘l:‘.g
about a division 01 Soclety into
classes as follows:

1) A class who own the land and
other natural resources.

2 A class who own the instru
ments and means of wealth produe-
tion

So  far as this continent 1s 0nN-
cerned these two classes may be
lumped together as the capitalist

class or
':;A ;\ vla\\
their

“l.‘(\\ or

““bourgeoisie.’’
which owns
the
“proletariat.”’

GEORDIE
Be Continued

-

LOCAL SMITHERS ACTIVE

nothing

except “Jlilli!'rll'l\\!'!' WOrK-

ing

(To

S.

The members of Local Smithers
P. of (

and

are proposing to build a hali

have already collected some
1 1’:]\ r.rt'..x'(]
$500 be

has donated a

the expenses At least

will required A comrade
vacant lot i central

11(:4;‘1'. :i

used T"ll‘ "",ui

1 &
location and all labor will be
The hall will be

:lllli

free.

ing recreation. Current papers
provided, and

[H‘u"un(-nl to estab

On

and ln'y'jmflw.ﬂ\ will be
in addition it is

ish a lending library oceasion
the hall will be rented for H\"“'if.\_{i

and social gatherings
The town of Smithers is
located in Northern B. ('

centrally
hall
where working men mav meet freely

and a

and in comfort.and enjoy soeial inter-

course, will be, we are sure. much

appreciated. Anyone who will as-

sist in. the building and furnishing
of this hall, either financially or
otherwise, will earn the gratitude f

the Comrades of Tocal Smithers. Send

any assistance to
R. C. Muteh,

Box 10, Smithers, B. (

SUBSCRIBERS TO "‘INDICATOR"’
WANTED
The sul».wrilﬁn_\—jnv rolling in
for ““The Indicator,”” but not

near Ly

fast enough to reach the stipulated

1000 inerease in the time called for
[nerease the pace, if those who have
not started to will get

rustle subs

busy we shall make it vet. Remem-

ber all obligations are guaranteed

fulfillment, o

money returned: 20 is-
sues for one dollar; bundles of five and
over, 4c per copy

e g

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS, VAN.
COUVER

Every Sunday evening at 8 o’clock,
in the Empress Theatre, corner Gore
Avenue and Hastings Street.

Doors open 7:30

i S

Labor Defence Fund :

Send all money and make all
cheques payable to A. §. Wells, B. C
Federationist, Labor Temple, Vaneou-
ver, B. C.

Collection ageney for Alberta: A
Broatch, 1203 Eighth avenue east, Cal-
gary, Alta.

Central Collection Agency: J. Law,
Secretary, Defence Fund, Room 1,
530 Main street, Winnipeg.

Come early




