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which characterizes young horses when they are
first brougnt into work. The trouble will, in
cases of this kind, right itself of its own accord
in course of time, but such cases hardly concern
us here, as defective action is not really at the
bottom of it in these circumstances. It is the
permanent and incurable form of brushing which
is so objectionable. This arises from deeper
seated causes, a principal one being undue close-
ness of the action, which results in the feet,
either in front or behind, being carried within the
line of the opposite limb when the horse is mov-
ing, causing the fetlock to be brushed or hit by
the other foot. The fact of a horse going close
does not necessarily give rise to the evil, but
as it very commonly does 8o, and indubitably pre-
disposes a horse to brush, close action is a fault
that cannot be rated too seriously. Legs which
are badly or not truly placed underneath the
body, and abnormalities in the position of the
feet, such as turned-in toes, a condition common-
ly described as pigeon-toed, or turned-out toes.
are other causes which are responsible for cut-
ting. A variety of special devices are resorted
to in the shoeing of horses which are given to
brushing, with the object of remedying the
trouble, such as the use of feather-edged and
knock-up shoes, but though these may, in favor
able cases, minimize the evil, they are not oftern
found to be entirely successful in overcoming it.
The bLest safeguard always is to let a horse which
has -a tendency to brush wear a fetlock boot or
boots—as the case may require—so as to protect
the limb from injury. But in a serious case of
brushing even this expedient will not. by any
means, ensure complete immunity from bruises
and consequent lameness. Certainly it is a fata)
mistake ever to buy g horse which brushes bad-
ly, for an animal of this kind will never give sat-
isfaction, at any rate, not if wanted for work at
fast paces, though possibly it could be regulated
to slow work with more satisfactory results, as
under these circumstances its cutting propen
sities, as we have seen, will not entail such in
jurious effects.

Speedy-cutting is liable to be productive of
the most dangerous consequences. Speedy-cut
ting consists in a fore leg being hit just below
the knee by the opposite foot when a horse is
trotting, and the pain inflicted when this happens
may be so intense as to bring the animal down
to the ground, dropping as if shot. ‘The risks
which such an accident involve will readily be un-
derstood. Repeated blows resulting from speedy-
cutting will generally cause a bony enlargement
to form on the part which is hit, or, at any rate,
leave a scar, so that little difficulty will be ex-
perienced in finding out whether a horse is subject
to this defect of action when contemplating a
purchase, and if there is any indication of it the
horse should be avoided at any price. A special
kind of leg boot is used in cases of speedy-cut-
ting, but while this may lessen the effects of the
trouble, it will not obviate the risk incidental to
it. Speedy-cutting is in particular specially
liable to occur in high-actioned horses, but for-
tunately it is not of very frequent occurrence.

Horses are occasionally caused to come down
in a similar manner, as happens when they hit
themselves a bad speedy-cutting blow, through
hitting a leg lower down in consequence of brush-
ing or owing to very close action. A horse
liable to this mishap is at the best very unsafe
to use, owing to the risk of accident which it in-
volves.

Over-reaching is also a common fault. Tt con-
sists in a fore leg being struck into or hit by a
hind foot. Serious injuries and cuts may be in-
flicted on the back tendons or the heels in this
way. Sometimes horses with fperfectly good and
true action will accidentally over-reach, but in
this case the mishap occurs only as an isolated
and exceptional instance, whereas when faulty
action causes the trouble, it 1s' permanently re-
peated on and off at intervals. A horse afiiicted
with a propensity to over-reach should wear a
suitable kind of boot or legging as a protection
for the leg against being cut by the hind shoe
when struck into. Over-reaching occurs mainly
when a horse is cantering fast or galloping, and
it often happens in jumping, especially in the
case of unpractised jumpers, A horse is also
liable to inflict a cut on the heel of a fore leg
with a hind foot when forced to trot a faster
gait that it can conveniently compass.

I'requently, defective action results in stum-
bling or tripping—or blundering, as many horse-
men prefer to call it. There are, however, vari-
ous other underlying causes hesides g faulty and

sluggish action which may occasion such in-
security of foothold, including fratigue, want of
condition, a bad carriage, a lazy disposition,

weak or unsound legs, and an excessively heavy
forehand. Stumbling is by no means necessarvily
associated with low-striding action, as is 1.f.t\‘n
assumed, though probably the greatest proportion
of stumblers and trippers are to be fmmd.unmng
horses possessing what is known as a (lnls\-w(‘ul-
ting style of motion, but the (l(\fo(‘t‘nnt infre-
quently  affects also high-actioned n'mmnlsn A
H‘«'wflll.ani'u’nnl’d in cases where there is a propen-
sitv 1o stumble is to keep the horse well on his
mettlo
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Forging, also known as clicking, calls for
brief notice, this oftentimes being a concomitant
of unbalanced action or a slovenly gait. Apart,
however, from the fact that the sound which is
produced by forging is annoying, and that it
proclaims the horse’s action to be abnormal, this
failing is innocuous, for it gives rise to no un-
toward conseyuences. It can, moreover, in most
cases be cured by adopting suitable remedial
measures.

How a Western Farmer Winters
Idle Horses.

How best to winter the idle horse is a prob-
len confronting horse owners East and West. On
most farms in Eastern Canada, as well as on the
Prair'e, there is not work in harness for all the
hors-s* which are found necessary for the tillage
and harvest seasons. A writer in “The Farmer’s
Advocate and Home Journal,” Winnipeg, Man.,
descr bes h s meth:zd of handling hors2s in win-
ter, and tnere arz po'nts in it for horse owners
in Ontario : nd th: Kast:rn Provinces, as well as
for those <itiated in the West.

“An idle a;imal oi/ any kind soon becomes a
vexed ques i>n. It is very unnatural for a horse
to be idle. 1f kept so for any length of time
c.oped up in a sta le, he becomes irresistant to
ailinents, d scouraged and lifeless. It does mnot
and wil. not ray to keep a horse in idleness.

“Much of the difficulty in horses not being in
full tritn for wor: in spring is simply because
they haie lost couirage, vitality and energy by
Leing idle during the winter months when there
‘s nothing to do. To take 15 to 50 idle horses
out every day during the winter season and exer-
cise them sufficiently to keep them In normal
heart and condition is an undertaking very few
farmers care to tackle. We have come to the
conclusion that to throw a horse upon his own
resourc:s during the daytime to rustle for part
of his living, he w:ll general'ly reach spring a
hors: f.ll of courage, muscle, vivacity and
energy, capable of doing his full share of the
wor: re ui‘ed of h'm. Horses that are idle are
general y overfrd, and those allowed to run at
large night and day are apt to be underfed. ¥ach
method unconditions a hors> for heavy continu-
ous wor -, ’

‘“As so>on as continuous heavy work ceases in
the fall, we continue the ordimary feeciing for two
o~ three weeks in order to rest and put them in
good heart and condition. We then gradually
tnocc off ‘he heavy feelinz until winter feeding
tex ns Im the morning we practically feed noth-
ing, simply give them all the water they will
d in% and .turn them out to the prairie and blufis
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and have 1e er had a horse g0 back on us dup-
ing the season's heavy work.

‘We do not wori the id e horses during win-
ter if it is at all possible to avoid it. All the
winter work is done with teams kept and fed for
the purpose. We stable at nights and on very
cold and stormy days. TUnder no Circumstancehg
do we leave them out over mnight. We have fol-
lowed th's combination plan for years and up-
hesitat ngly advise its adoption and practice. We
doubLt very much if there is a more satisfactory
lazy and economical system of wintering  idle
Horses and colts. It is pature’'s plan combined
with a little commonsense aid by man.

“Two to four wceks before work begins in
sprnz we commence to feed and exercise up to
full rations and work. As for grooming, we
must admit we are just a trifle lazy. The most
aesthetically groomed horse we ever saw, would
if turned out, fix up his grooming in fine Shape
at the first piece of naked plowing he cams to.
~til it is well to brush off snow, ice or dirt,
with a soit trush on their return to the stable,
be'ng careful not to disturb nature’s arrangement
of tte winter coat too much.

‘“Cautions : In case of the necessary' use of an

idle horse do not OvVerwork or over-
drive him. Do not overfeed. Do, not al-
low him to stand in the cold or wind. Do

not immediately turn him out of doors after
work. Many horses are ruined in violating these
n-gatives.’”’

This article, written by J. E. Frith, of Sa-
skat-chewan, emphasizeg"what we have always laid
particular strcss upon—exercise. Every horse
owner should sze to it that hid horses, particular-
ly the colts, get all the exercise possible during
the winter months. Several hours each day (ex-
ceptinz, of coursz, very stormy days) should be
spent out of doors.

LIVE STOCK.

Finish the cattle.

Produce what the market demands.

There is a movement started in Pennsylvania
to raise more calves. Watch it spread.

Buck lambs are not wanted on the market.
Next spring should see castration of grade lambs
in general practice.

There is a big demand for stockers and feeders,
There is almost sure to be an equally strong de-
mand next spring for
finished beef.

Miss Brae 26th.

Toronto, 19138.
Ontario.
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for the day. During the day their mangers are
tlled with oat, barley or flax straw. Their stalls
are cleaned and bedded with fresh clean wheat
straw. Some kind of grain, a sheaf of oats or
varley or a couple of pints of boiling-hot trash
from the fanning mill is given to them in the
evening on their rcturn from their day's grub-
bing. This e ening ration is varied in quantity
50 as [to keep them in good condition. Salt is ac-
cess ble to them in the yard. Vegetables of any

kind are ‘‘sweet bits’”’ to them and are highy
r I'shed at any time.
“This system of feeding done regularly keeps

the horses and colts out all day with a sure re-
turn to the stables in the.evening. These horses
are not 1dle. They get rerular and continuous ex-
ere s+, and each sorine are in the pink of working
cond ticn, and will fill the bill all smmmer. Since
this system and method of wintering horses was
adopted and practiced we have not lost one ani-
mal from carelessness in feeding and exercising,

Owned by L. O.

When the rancher is
entirely driven out by
the grain farmer, where
will  the cattle com'e
from unless more of the
veal calves are raised ?

When a veal calf, at
160 pounds, sells as high
as a yearling steer did
a few years ago, is
there any wonder many
of these youngsters are
slaughtered ?

Do not sell the grain
this wmnter. Get a big
price for it as finished
meat or as milk or some
of the products ma die
from it, and have the
greater portion of the
plant food it contalins to
spread on the fields for

a bigger crop in 1914.
Clifford, Oshawa,

“Not one man in a

thousand has accuracy of

eye ani judgment sufficient to become an eminent
breeder.”” These are the words of a noted breed-
er of Shorthorn cattle in the United States. But

it must be added that training and observation
can do considerable,

The buyer of stockers, the feeder, the butcher
and the exporter all want the low-set, deep,
thick, even-fleshed type of animal. There is
room for improvement in the type of bulls being
used in many sections. Get rid of the scrub
sire, and plan to make something of the calves
rather than to kill them at birth.

If all the live stock marketed was as good as
the choice types, how much greater would the
feeder’s net returns be 2 A visit to a 'few of the
larce markets reveals the fact that too great a
portion of the offerings consists of inferior stock,
apparently due more to bad breeding than to bad
feeding, although the two quite frequently are
closely connected.




