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city this would be! But, in the nam,
ask f<»r something to lx- done.

>nl intvn-

modvl
common sense, we must 
A certain place is said to be paved with g. 
lions, but we never heard of its being improved by 
them. Were our citizens not the most patient in the 
world— probably the most indifferent alx.ut civic 
affairs—they would not lx- so complacent over exist 
ing conditions. The interest on civic debt is about 
the same as in |«ast years, as lower rates .at new loans 
offset enlarged principal, the revenue is larger, yet. 
from the increase, the city apfx-ars to get no practical 

What is amiss with Montreal, anyhow?

plead that delays occurred in carrying out the 
improvements contemplated, such almost invariably 
t ike place. Profiertivs on other streets where ex
propriations were made, have not been improved to 
extent expected, take Bteury street, for instance.

The Legislature should recognize that Montreal, as 
a citv, has some rights. It carried out its share of 
the bargain and justly claims that the other |xirties to 

If an exception is nude in the

ever,

it should also do so.
uf Noire Dame street Hast proprietors.

other streets have an equitable claim to
case
not those on .
similar treatment, and even if payments have been 
made to have them re imbursed.^

benefits.

titomspondtnee.important factor in this question is that of 
assent of the

A most
the city debt. This debt by common 
citizens and the authorities was limited to a certain 

The credit, the honour of the city is involved 
If it is broken, as it will

W» .lo eol bol I oemltei r. ■pom bU lor rtow» .ivr.s mwI liy sut»

NEW YORK STOCK LETTER.sum.
in keeping this agreement.
Ik- by saddling the city with the proprietors share ot
the cost of expropriations on Notre Dam-, street Hast, . ^ market has been a somewhat difficult one to read dur
creditors of the ci'v w ill conclude that no reliance can t|>(, t wcvk owinil t„ ,, numlu-r of conflicting influences 

legislation in regard to the limit of the 1 ,f' l(inu. of llu. rt.|M)It< wrre to t><- believed, the entire crops of 
serious mistake will lx- made by I country arc irretriciably ruined, the originators of these 

semblance of a breach | reports seeming to have lost sight of the fact that the seed id
so far as the winter
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lie placed on 
City debt. A most
am action that will have even a , , , .

1 , If 1 sl„r is cast on I some of the crops are not yet planted, and,of faith in regard to its finances. wl , js conCerned, it is still some months to harvest, and
Montreal's credit, that of the Province, even a o I ^ th|n8, ^ happen between now and then. The Govern 
the Dominion is liable to lx- affected incidentally. I mrm rro|| rr,Mrt 1 March 1. says: The Northern por

, ... „V,av4 I docked Icvisla- t.on of the winter wheat belt was generally well protected
The Legislative Council has a ) _ I with snow during the month, snd an improvement in the con

tioii of such an objectionable nature, and we ri y upc I Ji(^n ^ lunlrr „|,iat is indicated over the northern portions
this bc«ly protecting this city from injustice. the I 0f Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, the outhx* being less
Legislative Council has repeatedly justified its ex- I favCMarablc for the southern portions of these States and in 

by rejecting ill-advised measures- I Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas. I11 Nebraska and Kan-
1 ‘ 1 ,a, the en.p as a whole is in a promising condition. In Cali

still the order of the day in regard to I forma the conditions have materially improved, while in W est
Oregon the crop is in excellent condition. From this it will 

that while it is as yet entirely too early to estimate

isteitce

Delays are
elevators for the Harbour of this i*>rt. What is the 

with Montreal? St. John, (Jucbec. KingsUxi 
build elevators, hut Montreal only talks alwnit 

The C. I'. R„ Canada Atlantic, Grand Trunk,

what the yield will lie, the prospects and conditions arc by m 
means as liait as the pessimists would have us believe. On the 
other hand, the general business of the country continues to 
not only hold to previous figure», but shows evidence of expan 
-:on, so that the earnings of the railroads show no sign of 
diminution, and orders for new equipment continue to lie 
pressed upon manufacturers, so that they arc likely to lie kept 

Some of the recent orders arc

uuttvr
can
them.
other railways, erect elevators, hut—poor Montreal.
This, the admittedly national port, seems not to know
how to set about this kind of work.* • « * •

A railway company propose. «0 take ^session of 1 ~tlrl; chic,,., Great Western,
the harbour route, and to build lines across It, 1 levât 1 ^ rrfrlg,.rallng car,; San Pedro, Lot Angeles and Salt 
or otherwise. The Harbour Trust ought not lo I | akc |0 coac|,es ; Canadian Pacific, $oo box cars ; Queliec and 
jK-rmit any company to acquire one inch of its property, I , ake Sl john IOO i,ox ears and some passenger equipment ; 
it should treat all railway companies alike and keep New York Central, 25 ballast cars of forty tons capacity; Wis- 
ixjssesskm of the key of its own possessions. I consul (."entrai. 10 locomotives; Si. Louis & Southwestern, Ji
* "... I locomotives; Louisville & Nashville, 10 In. ..motives, supple

. . .1 1 m.nuns an order already given; while the Plant System has
It is difficult to avoid a conviction that there is h wh„, From this it will he seen

some vague, undefined effort being made which is I || at lhr dcmand (or nt.w equipment is not confined to 
intended to make Montreal a cat's paw in the interests (m|) bu( conl,, |rnm an parts of the country, which 
of some other pirt or ports, American or C anadian. I Vcedingly healthy sign.
It is high time our citizens liegan to look after their The statement issued by the Delaware & Hudson ( ompany 

• . • ... . i, a very good one, and shows earnings of q/'.l per cent., while,interests in this lonnei . | ^ ^ amminl, .barged for betterments, etc., against opera!

mg expenses were counted in, the earnings would be ah.ut 17 
per cent. The total production of anthracite coal for the 
year was 5J.5W101 tons, of which this Company produced 
5.05S.JV2 ton» Some time ago in this column we called at-

is an cx

own

There is some talk also aUxit a Civic Hosiplal. an 
improved fire brigade, even regarding improved read 

If talk would effect what is needed, what aways-


