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PROFESSOR JORDAN'S NEW BOOK.
Biblical Criticism and Modern Thought.

At this *“psychological moment” when
the theological atmosphere is some-
what charged with the smoke and noiee
of the old battle between the sturdy de
fenders of modern Biblical Criticism and
their equally staunch opponents, Prof.
Jordan's new book has appeared very
opportunely, This valuable contribution
to the much vexed problem nnder de
bate is made in a handsome volume from
the press of the T. and T. Clark Com
pany, Bdinburgh, who are well known
as probably the leading publishere of
theologieal works in the Fnelish speak
ing world.—a fact that is in itsel a
proof of the importance of thie new
publication. Only a small number,
comparatively, were privileged to hear
the anthor's “Chancellor’s Tectnres”
before the Theological Alumni Assoc
iation of Queen’s University, &0 that
at the soMeitation of fome of his friends
Prof. Jordan was nurged to make theee
lectures the neclens of a book for the
advantage of the wider eircle of his
admirers. Such was the origin of the
now oompleted volume before us, for
whose appearance many of hie friends
have been long looking forward.

For the undertaking of such a task
Dr. Jordan possesses, in an eminent
degree, two qualifications which are.
unfortunately, rarely combined in a
single man. On the one hand, as his
book abundantly testifies, he e a stu
dent and a scholar and is thoronghly
aoquainted with the rapidly erowinz
Yiterature on Old Testament subjegle.
On the other hand—and it is a nice
question which should he given the
position of honour—as many of the
readers of The Dominion Preshvterian
know, Prof. Jordan holds a high posi
tion among the foremost preachers  of
our < hurch. Probably no man in the
Presoyterian Church of Canada within
recent veare has done more for the
canee of expository preaching. Tndeed
his whole book 1s a plea for the more
earnest stndy of the half-neglected
treasures of the O1d Testament and for
their reverent, eympathetic exposition
from our pulpits.

His new book fs written accordingly
for a far wider constitnency than for
only the more scholarlyinclined mem-
bere of our Christian ministry. There is
nothing in it that any thonghtful Bible
reader shonld not he able to follow
quite readily, and it will appeal espec-
fally to those who have dome a little
thinking along the lines of recent Bih
lical Critiolsm. While the anthor takes
vigorous exoeption to the views of some
soholars who assafl the Wigher Orities
and their methode there is little of the
polemic in his arguments. Tnstead we
find that the beautiful eense of litergrv
appreciation and depth of real spiritual
insight which are so characteristio of
the man as his many friends and stu
dents know him.

Now, as to the book itself. Tta pur-
pose 1s to eerve as “a general review of
the 014 Testament Problem.” Tn the
words of the preface, “the thonght run.
ning all through the volume . . . is
that in order to understand or expound

any passage of the Old Testament, and
particularly the early narratives, it is
necessary to form a clear idea of the
place of this great book in the history
and literature of the world. The en
deavor to form such an idea brings us
at once face to face with the fact that
the increase in our knowledge of the
earth and the life of humanity upon it
compels us to modify some of our be
liefs as to the nature of the Bible.
Changes thus made at the demand of
intellectual honeety turn out to be in
the intereste of the highest faith. Only
by treating the book as real literature
can wo get at the heart of the people
from whom it came, only thus can we
grasp its real revelation. Prof. Marti has
well said “that we are not compelled to
renounce our belief in revelation be-
cause we cannot formulate a theory of
it that is free from objection.” This is
the author's thoroughly consistent pos
ition and while we dislike to label him
with the favorite title of the opponents
of this position, that of Higher Critie,
intended usually in no very polite and
complimentary sense, still it is true
that Professor Jordan stande frankly
and fearlesely in defence of a reverent
eriticism and re interpretation of the
literature of the Old Testament.

Space will not permit anything like
a general review of the book. Among
the best of ite fourteen chapters are
those entitled “The Old Testament as
a Problem,” “Early Hebrew Religion,”
“Historical Development” and ‘Criticism
and the Preacher.” fpeakingz of ‘his
torical development,' which of course
must be the firet thing recognized be-
fore we can think of the Old Testament
as literature at all, the writer concludes:
“And surely it le an essential part of
the equipment of the modern preacher
to learn to read this ancient literature
in an intelligent, sympathetic manner:
not for the yurpoee of giving mere lee
tures in history or of finding historieal
illnetrations for his sermons, but now
and then to re-create for his people the
life of the distant past, and show them
how in all ages the noblest, moet earn-
est men and women have wrestled with
the problems of the world not merely
for the sake of getting a livinz, but to
find life in the fnllest senee—in other
words, to find God. that they micht
kn]nw Him whom to know is life eter
nal.”

Tn the chapter entitled “Modern Tn
terpretation of Ancient Stories,” speak-
ing of the etory of the hanging up of
the seven sons of Saul and of the moth.
or, Rizpah's devotion (IT 8am. XXT.)
we read: “Before a scene that is so
real, w0 instinet with primitive ideas
and elemental passion, our poor apol-
ogies shrink into eilence. Why not
frankly acknowledge that these peonle
are seeking after God. and finding Wim
in their own wav? Their science, their
theology is different from ours, “hut
they are in dead earnest: in the world
about them and in thelr own lives they
are determined to find the dread pres
ence of the great Judge. We are in
danger of losing Him in all this com
nlicated machinery and tame conven-
tionality: #f we will cease pitying these
ancestore of ours, cease apologizing for
them and accept them as in some sense
messengers of God, we may learn mnch
from them.”

Tt ia in this spirit that the whole book
s written. Surely in the hands of snch
men as Dr. Jordan this great heritage of
ours is perfectly safe: nothing is being
“ent out” of our Bibles, but rather
much that has been long dead to any

real use or significance in pulpit and
pew is being made to live and epeak
anew and the message is ever the same
which ultimately unites all true believ-
ers in God, and makes oreeds and dog-
mas and articles of faith fall into their
true place in the perspective of the
religious life.

In the latest “Expository Times” thie
highly complimentary tribute s paid to
Dr. Jordan after a brief review of two
recent periodical artioles from his pen:
“There is no man that we know of, not
even Professor Sanday himself, who
seems to have a more appropriate mes
sage for our day, or seems able to de
Hver it better, than Professor W. G.
Jordan of Queen's University Oanada.”
Tn the firm belief that we inust depend
mpon fnst ench men as the author of
this recent hook for the solution of the
problem that is being debated so keenly
at present, we feel that we can commend
“Riblieal  Oritilem and  Modern
Thought” to every honest Bible student
and reader who {2 anxious to have light
thrown on the many diffienlties that
ariee ont of the great literature of the
O] Testament.

PRESBYTERIAN BFOTHERHOOD.

Rev. J. W, Knox, M.A., Pembroke.

A very striking feature of modern life
is the rize of the men to a new senme
of their responeibility In connection with
the work of the chureh. Their duty can-
not bhe performed by proxy. They are
awakening to the truth expressed by
Carlyle vears ago, “that cash payment
fs not the snla relation of hnman be
nme”  There are higher claims upon a
man than the payment of debt. These
higher claime for practioal intereet and
rersonal service In the things of the
Kingdom are being recognized as never
lhefore, The Laymen’s Missionary Move-
ment has heen very prominently bhefore
ne for some time. but there la another
mavement, the Brotherhood Movement.
which is of equal importance. In re
cent vear. more partienlarly in the
Ameriean Republic. the men of the
churches have heen bhanding thomaelvee
fogether to make more potent and more
definite the inflnence of tha Christian
religion upon the whole life of all the
men of the natfon. Hence the Brother.
hood of 8t. Andrew, the Brotherhond of
Andrew and Philip, the Brotherhood in
fhe Baptist church. in the Congrega-
tional church, in the Dieciple church.
and  the Preshyterfan Brotherhood of
America, which was organized three
vears ago at the convention of Tndian
apolis

.0

This rise of the men ia one manifes-
tation of a very widespread change that
has bheen eoming over the mind of the
chureh, and who will eay that this
change has not heen hronght abont by
the leading of that Spirit which Christ
rromiscd to <end to the world to gnide
mwen in'n all truth. One phase of this
change has been the widening concep
tion of the term relizion and the enrres-
ronding widening conception of the re
ligions duties of the men of the chnreh.
The chureh e no longer consldered to be
simply an agency to give people a pass-
rort into a Kingdom, the ontrance to
which lies beyond the grave. We have
learned more truly the meaning of the
prayer that Christ tanght the church and
more partienlarly that first petition
which inelndes all else: “Thy Kingdom
come.” The true funotion of the church
i4 10 be the agent of God In the answer-
ing of that prayer. Thie fa in accord
ance with the general principle that God




