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Having «ni«pad clearly tlie need of for. 
giveness we muet examine carefully the 
oilier branch of the subject, the need ami 
the duty of cherishing a forgiving spirit. 
We need to be forgiven, we ought to be 
ready to forgive. Our Lord tells a strik
ing parable of a servant who owed 10,000 
talents to hie Lord. He flung himself at 
the feet of hia Master and asked for pa
tience and was released from the debt, 
llien he went out and met a fellow-ser
vant who owed him 100 pence, and be
cause he could not pay this small sum at

tli« old relationship, to ravive the old by the malice of wicked men he 
confidence. It la a comparatively easy closes Ills career with the prayer 
thing to say, let Uie peat die and let ua “Father, forgive them for they know
each go on our way, but that la not the not what they do." Being reviled he
height of forgiveness. Forgiveness in reviled not again; with a heart full 
the Gospel means real reconciliation of pity for the «laves of evil passion
'•“d harmonious fellowship. If we are he commended himself into the hands
to show forgiven**» in that sense we of n righteous Ood. We are far from
must make a sierlfloe. In forgiving "uch heroic heights, but
paltry llttl^ wrongs ve must sacrifice ly have fervent charity
our evil passion and selfish pride, 
mean spirit of revenge; and in forgiv 
ing a great injustice we must in some 
measure put ourselves in the position of 
the offender, considering his weakness 
and temptation and In our own feeling 
paying a tribute to the law «rf righteous 
ness. We may never lie able to fathom 
this mystery, but the deeper our sptr 
itual life lieoomes, the more easy will
it lie for us to believe that God forgives afe current in “Church Cir-
siu through the sacrifice of Himself. cle® ,w“ich alrik« *s unscriptural,
On the other hand if we continue to “loufih uo doubt intended to honor 
cherish a hard, unforgiving spirit it is Uyd’ iu wality do Him dishonor. “Sold 
a proof that we do not realize very le.re of lhe L'ro88»" (with a capital U, 
clearly our own need of forgiveness and l,leaMh °°w Paul admonishes fini 
that Christ's suffering on account of our V7* 10 **ke ^is Part in suffering hard 
sins has made little impression on our , p ““ a «°011 tidier of Christ 
hearts. Jesus." But that is to my mind very

different. “The banner of tlie Cross." 
ri,, , , . , Th« «cripture saith : Tlie Lord my banChilian « P«<=uli*rly net”; “Hie banner over me was Le."

Christian. Moral philosophers may "The standard ol the Cross” brings to
i"‘V* ! **.11 18 1 <har “‘ind the mystic lau, or sign of the '

r » »,;1' ,re*' 80ul!l; b,“ ?uy I-ord cross, iirst the emblem ol 
revealed II a. a law of the highest spiv last tire emblem of
ést',iv~rt.n‘nd l,nked “ the ,weel S.tan himself. Our eneeetors abhotred 
est. exper .m-e of every bellvmg soul, this idolatrous emblem, hut we sing its 
The Ohl imperfect law was "an eye tor prang» in hymn and «them, ami pro 
an eye and a tooth tor a tooth, "Love claim the gloriee of the accursed tree
But ih .JT1' *nemlea," ™ a manne, to draw away attention from
But the Christian law of forgiveness is the sacrifice once made thereon, 
broad and generous. We are exhort Another mis used quotation I will
ua l°If°wl,*.ltoC*"IM«.m0d mention. "Tlie King's business re

V * bitter, unforgiving qUireUl haste." Thia was a lie utter
olrlt to hold possession of us It is very ed by David when he had fallen into the 

doubtful whether we have ever sought sin of distrusting God-a sin that bought 
or received forgiveness from God. How dishonor to David, and calamity upon 
wJ.oJ i,We l1’’ '">W >°a,“ the priest who believed him. 
rod s „ . J. 7 e0W *nV3'’ b,t “ripture saith he that believeti, in the red and malic, to rule us I tried stone, the precious corner stone

The law of forgiveness is needful for of sure foundation "shall not make 
the purest *nd sweetest forms of social haste 
life.

we may sure, 
among our

selves. treating each other with broth, 
erly confidence and forbearance, 
who forgave his bitterest foes* he who 
died for our pardon and peace, taught 
us to pray. "Forgive us our debts as 
we also have forgiven our debtors."

once the overbearing creditor east the 
debtor into prison. Do you think that 
this cruel, ungrateful man had much to 
complain of when hi» lord was wroth 
and handed him over to the tormentors 
until lie paid all that was due. Let w 
liaten to our Lord’s solemn warning, “So 
•hall also My heavenly Father do unto 
you if you forgive not every one his 
ther from your hearts." This parable 
throws light upon the prayer, so we have 
the advantage of getting the Saviour's in
terpretation of his own teaching. Tlie im
pression left upon our minds when we 
place the jiarable by the side of the text- 
is not that we have to be <'bristly mints 
More we can expect forgivenew and help 
from heaven. In that case there would 
lie no ho|ie for us. The teaching, rather, 
is that God so overwhelms us with meivv, 
and grants us forgiveness so freely that it 
should lie a joy to us to show the same 
spirit towards our fellowmen. To those 
who .have had much forgiveness it should 
be a pleasure to forgive; whether it is a 
pleasure or not depends upon our state of 
lieart, but the duty is plain and binding 
whatever our feeling may be.

He

<MISUSED QUOTATIONS.
Editor Dominion Presbyterian : There

"To err is human, to forgive divine." 
Ye», it is godlike to forgive, and to such 
god likeness we are all called in the 
name of Christ, by tlie mercy and mys
tery of His cross. The doctrine of the 
atonement is a stumbling block to the 
worldly mind. The cross of Christ has 
been treated as foolishness by unbeliev 
ers, as a story of useless suffering and 
shame which can havd no bearing upon 
tlie spiritual life of men. It is said that 
God should forgive without any sacri 
lice, in an easy, off hand manner. We 
have not time now to attempt a phil 
usophy of tlie atonement. We believe 
that God forgives in a way which shows 
at the same time His hatred of sin end 
His love of men, In a way that brings 
r'lief from both the power and the 
(lenalty of transgression. Do you find 
it an easy thing to forgive f If you are 
unfairly treated have you no righteous 
indignation or no desire for revengef 
What are our little paltry wrongs com
pared with the deep wounds which we 
have made upon the justice of Uodf 
But do we find it easy to forgive and 
forget Î One day .the Apostles were 
standing listening to the |>owerful teach 
ing of their Lord, and they said, "Lord, 
increase our faith." Why did they ask 
that? Did they wish to do a miracle, 
to cast a mountain into the sea, or 
something of that sort I No. He had 
been teaching them the need of forgive 
ness. If a brother sin against us seven 
times and turn in a repentant mood he 
must be forgiven. They wished to at 
tain to moral strength to cast out the 
mountain of hatred and evil passion 
from their hearts, so they said. "Lord, 
increase our faith" that we may see our 
duty as Thou seest it.
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The II VIf God’s people thought of 
How much nobler and brighter faithful Isaiah, instead of David iu his 

human life would lie if this law had a hour of faithlessness, fewer of them 
fair trial. The law of retaliation and the would break down from 
wild desire for revenge has had its trial work, 
and it was wrought untold mischief.
Quarrels have been jieriietuated until 
they have become like festering sores in 
the very heart of society. Strong ani 
mosities and deadly feuds have lived on 
because men have worshipped their 
own dignity ar I felt that they must 
have their full measure of revenge. In 
public life Justice must lie calmly and 
evenly meted out, but in social life 
what we need is more of the spirit of 
Christ. The religion of Christ has often 
Iieeu reproache-1 with weakness and its 
principles regarded as impossible; but 
we know that the real Christian temper 
promotes not only |>eaoe but every form 
of gooduess.

worry or over-

ULSTER PAT.

TORONTO.
At a meeting of the Session and 

managers of St. Andrew's church. Tor
onto, held on the 17th of December, at 
which nearly every member was pres
ent, the question of the future of the 
Church—to remain down town or to
move to a residential section—came up 
for consideration. After full discus
sion It was unan'mously resolved to 
remain at the present location, and a 
committee was appointed to consider 
a plan for alterations to the church, 
to be submitted to the congregation 
at the next annual meeting In January.

«... , ____ . , . . It Is probable a considerable amount
eremêu Ô. h ",7", ° be .pent in Improvement., and St.
example of the noblest Mrve.ib. of God. Andrew, church In.tltute may be 
o# bax always been regarded as the sign m0Ved over betide the church.
ô VW ? 7 ,,bl* '? «°, c* mly Qdesf.-m which hm caused much an,I-;,th .d,"> h. spite Of rot,in „,y ha„ lhu, bv. ^
tarprotatlun end opposition, oherlehing llm, „go „ look. as If St. Andrew's
a kindly feeling towards enemies end would have to move, but the congre,,,,
a d«p love for friend, This gentle especially In the wing have so
meekne». which the world thinks weak greatly Increased, and growth has so
I, often the highest form of strength, manifested Itself In the various depart.
Mose» the men of <">d, show» hi* true ment* of the work, that It Is felt there 
nobility when in the spirit of self sacri Is still work for St. Andrew's to do
flu. he passionately prays for the pen down town. Some change. In the char-
p e who have treated with ingratitude arter of the evening service are eon- 
his most faithful services. Stephen, templated, and It Is confidently expect,
the first Christian martyr, shows the ed that this old and historic church
true Christian tamper in hi* utter lack will c< ntlnue to fill an Important place 
of bravado, In hi» gentle courage, and |n the life and work of Presbyterian,
joyful resignation. Tlie loftiest example tsm In the capital of the Province of
of all 1» our Saviour !Iim*elf. The sac Ontario, 
ritlce which is to bring forgiveness to 
men and change the heart of stone into 
a heart of flash In offered in this spirit.
After being borne down to the ground

a

It is commonly admitted that It js not 
au easy thing to forgive. The wrongs 
that are hardest to forgive are the 
wrongs which are imaginary, the 
wrongs which spring from a man’s own 
envious or jealous spirit and which he 
broods over until they grow Into big 
mountains which only a pure, fresh failli 
can remove. The man who has done the 
Injury often finds It hardest to forgive. 
But even if we have suffered a real 
wrong, especially from a friend, and we 
want to forgive and cast the whole thing 
into forgetfulness, we do not find this 
easy to do. There is a barrier be 
tween the two spirits caused by un 
faithfulenss. It is hard to get both 
back into the old position, to restore

■IThe enforcement of law is the 
vation of society.

Lile is a soul’s opportunity. 1JL


