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Ministers and Churches.

Our Toronto Letter.

In my last letter I referred to an  important
judgment handed down from the Court of Ap-
peal, bearing upon the  constitutionality  of the
Ontario Lord's Day Act, and the meaning of
certam clauses init. - The judgment, while grati-
fying as a whole to the friends of Sabbath ob-
servance, yvet left several points unsettled.  As
itis of the utmost importance to have these de-
batable points settled once for all, since the
jmlgnu'nl wis wiven out, a e putation of the
Lord s Alliance waited upon Hon, Mr. Gibson,
Attorney General, to ask the Government to ap-
peal to the Privy Council to obtain its decision
upon the controverted cliuses of the act. So
there is hikely again to be a long  delay  before
the matter is finally settled.  In the meantime
the period of waiting can be well utilized in cars
rymg on, as the Lord's Day Alliance is well
doing through its vigorous secretary, Rev, Mr,
Shearer, the work of educating the public  con-
science in the duty of carefully guarding the
Sabbath tor its divinly  appointed ends of  rest
and worship. In this connection it may be
mentioned that, we here in Toronto are not a
hittle surprised to be informed by 4 representa-
tive of La Presse of Montreal, sent up for the
express purpose of seeing the effect of agitation
for a quiet Sunday, and what such a day is like
in Toronto,  “*Sunday in Toronto,"” it is said, **is
quict as @ tomb, it is dead 3 not only is there no
business, there is no life.”  Asa result of the
saloons closing at 7 p. m. it is asserted by this
veracious representative of La Presse, that from
4 10 7, more drunken men are found in the fash-
ionable saloons bere than in any other city of
Canada or the United States, and that from
p. onountil midmght, the streets are filled with
drunken people. Al this is retarding  the  pro-
gressof the city and  driving  travellers away
trom it. So weare told, The Hl‘ljt"L"l of all this
is to save Montreal, where cfforts are being
made to stop Sunday trading, from the sad fate
which has befallen Toronto.  Those who bhe-
lieve this correspondent may sav  *‘alas tor To-
ronto the good.”  But we here who know, think
this is an instance of pretty tall, T was going to
say, Iving, but as that is not parhamentary, et
us call it slander, or misrepresentation,

On the occasion of the fourteenth anniversary
of Chalmers church, on Sabbath 1g9th, large con-
gregations both morning and  evening  grected
Rev. Dr. McClement the preacher and a former
pastor. An enjoyable social meeting was held
on Monday evening at which Professor Ballan-
tyne gave an address, and as a result of all the
services, the managers were enabled to reduce
their floating debt by $3500.00 at least. On the
same Sabbath & forcign  mission  service was
held in St. John's church, Rev. J. Mc'P. Scott
pastor.  Rev. Dr. R. P. Mackay, Foreign Mis-
sionary Secretary, addressed the congregation,
The pastor is well known for his interest in the
Foreign Mission work of the church, and bhis
congregation, though comparatively a young
one and not wealthy, has caught his spirit, and
in addition to its other responsibilities, now pro-
poses to support Rev, T, C, Hood of Honan  as
Its special missionary on the foreign field. From
Honan to Ottawa, and from thence to London,
England, is a pretty long cry, but we here in
Toronto, I may say, are quite interested in the
call which has been extended to Rev Dr. Her-
ridge, Ottawa, from the congregation of Frog-
nal, London, an offshot, one of several, from
Rev., Dr. Gibson's congregation of St. John's
Wood. Dr. Herridge is well known here, and
we can't well spare him from Canada, but as
reciprocity and a *“‘preference” to Britain are
now in the air, and we know that he will well
sustain Canada’s good name in the pulpit  as
others who have left us have done, and that he
will still do good work here if he elects to stay,
we await the result with interest but without fear.
The pictorial part of Saturday's Globe we
notice, contains an excellent likeness of the late
Rev. Thomas Goldsmith, whose death we men-
tioned last weck, together with a brief, but ap-
preciative sketch of his life and work.

Going back to Rev. Dr. Gibson, whose name
we have mentioned, all in the church who know
him and his work in England, the United States
and Canada, and they are not few, but especiig-
ly all his old fellow students among whom he
was so popular, will be dehighted to see that his
Alma mater, the University of Toronto, is, at
its next convocation to confer upon him the .-

greeof L. L. D. In this case in honoring Dr.
Gibson it honors itself, as he is one among its
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distinguished sons. Fellow students of near
about the same time to be similarly, and all of
them deservedly hovoured are Hon. J. M. Gib-
son, Protessor Galbraith, Hon. R. Harcourt and
Dr. Reeve, with some others occupying high
places in the hiterary, educational or political
world,

The Bible Training School, a nondenomina-
tional and most useful institution, which has for
years been doing an excellent service in prepar-
ing christian voung men and women for work of
many kinds both at home and abroad, closed its
sessions for the winter months on Friday. Its
founder is Rev. Elmore Harris, a well known
Baptist minister of the city. Inits day classes
63 have been enrolled and 179 in the evening
classes.  During the year twelve of its students
hiave gone to foreign mission fields in  India,
China, South America and Central Alrica.
Miss Stone whose abduction and detention by a
band of brigands in Turkey, created so deep and
widespread an interest in the christian world,
and for whose release a large sum was paid, is
to lecture here early next month in Massey Hall,
Her first lecture was given in Boston where she
had an immense audience as she will no doubt
have here also.  The proceeds of her lectures,
itis stated, are to be devoted to help the pay-
ment of her ransom out of the hands of her
rurlnra.

'pper Canada College in which so many who
have held distinguished places in public life in
Ontario, as well as  though in a less degree in
other provinces, received their scholastic train-
Ing, is out with an appeal to its old boys for
funds to raise a building for a Kymnasium, and a
drill hall and hockey rink. The whole estimat-
ed cost is §21,000.00.  The old boys ought to be
able to raise this amount without difficulty in a
short time,

Recruiting for the successive contingents be-
ing sent to South Africa, | may just add in
closing, goes on with unslacking  enthusiasm,
and each batch as it leaves is sent off by a
cheering crowd of well wishers. Deep and
general sympathy s felt for Sir J. A, Boyd and
family on account of the death by enteric fever
of their son Major A. J. Bovd, of the South
African  constabulary force.  He joined the
Queen’s Own Rifles in 1882, and since then has
seen not a little of  soldering. In  athletic and
social circles he was well known and extremely
popular. In his death another link has been
fixed binding Canada to the motherland and to
the empire.

A magnificent and splendidly appointed rail-
way train left here on the evening of Tuesday
2204 filled with delegates and their wives and
daughters in many cases, for Los Angeles, Cali-
forma, where the thirteenth triennal convention
of the Supreme Court of that order of Foresters
15 to be held on  the 29th of April.  From Chi-
Ccago it goes by the Sante Fe route and returns
by the Canada Pacific, which will give the dele-
Kates unusual opportunities for sight seeiny.
Rev. Alex. Macgillivray, of Bonar church, To-
ronto, was among the number ol delegates.

The Liberator, a four page weekly temper-
ance paper will appear this week, It is to be
issued by the Union Prohibition Committee, and
will continue to be published until after the re-
ferendum vote is taken.  Its editor is not yet ap-
pointed, but its object is to advocate the cause
of prohibition gencrally, and to support all pro-
hibition candidates in the field for the next On-
tario Legisliture,

Eastern Ontario.

Rev. Mr. McVicar, of Fineh, preached in the
Avonmore church last Sunday morning and
evening, having exchanged pulpits with Rev,
Geo. Weir, B, A,

The Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew ap-
pointed a committee consisting of Messrs., A.
H. Scett and Currie of Perth, Dr. Crombie, the
Clerk, and Mr. Fraser, Elder, to
examine Mr. Creig with a view to his licensure
and ordination.

The Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew has
given the Beachburg congregation leave to sell
a portion of their property with a view of ac-
quiring a new manse ; and at the same time the
opening of a new church at  Braeside, free of
debt was reported.

Although Monday evening of last week was
very disagrecable i nomber of triends and mem-
bers of the Young People’s Guild of St. John's
church, Cornwall, turned out to listen to an ex
cellent programme rendered by the mem! ors.
It consisted of piano solos by Miss Grace Mace
lennan and Miss Nellie Graveley ; piano duet by

Misses Emma Liddell and Amy MacNish ; violin
solo by A. R. Brown ; address by Rev. Dr.
MacNish ; reading by J. Skelton, and song by
R. S. Cline.

Rev. Alfred Fitzptrick has been preaching
in the First church, Brockville, as well as  pres-
enting the claims of the Reading Camp move-
ment among lumbermen. Last winter 27 such
reading rooms were in operation. Next season
the number will be increased to 30, although
there is room for 50, The Ontario government
has granted $2,000 to aid in the good work,

It is very gratifying to learn that Rev, Dr.
Campbell secretary of the Presbyterian Century
Fund who a couple of weeks ago was the victim
o what seemed to be a  serious  nervous break-
down, caused by the heavy work entailed by his
duties, is again able to be ubout. Dr. Camp-
bell's many friends throughout the church will
rejoice to know that he shoitly expects to res-
ume work,

Rev. Donald MacVicar, late pastor of tha
Victoria church, Montreal, was inducted pastor
ot the Finch church on Wednesday of last week.
Rev. D. H. MacVicar was born near the town
of Strathroy, Ont., in the county of Middlesex.
He received his preliminary education at the
Collegiate Institute, Strathroy, and qualified for
a teacher at the Normal School, Toronto, hold-
ing that position for nearly five years, He en-
tered McGill University in the fall of 1886 and
graduated in arts in 1890, studied theology in
the Presbyterian College and graduated in 1892,
In May of the same year Mr. MacVicar was
licensed to preach and was called to the pastor-
ate of Amos church, Dromore and Knox church,
Normandy, Ont., in July 1892, During his
course at MeGill, Mr. MacVicar taught for one
term as mathematical teacher in Mrs. Lay's
school, and tor three months as second heid-
master of the Royal Arthur school, Montreal.
He won the Balfour scholarship and a prize in
architectere at his graduation. Mr. MacVicar
was married in February, 183, to Miss A, M-
Lean, daughter of Rev. A. McLean of Biyth,
Ont,

. _In the lecture room of the First church, Brock-
ville on 22nd inst |, under the ausp ces «f the
Young Ladies’ Mission Band, Rev. Mr. Laird
delivered an address on “*Religious life in Ger-
many at the present day.” This address was
given by request as supplementary to his I ¢cture
of a few weeks ago on Martin Luther. My,
Laird has travelled extensively in Germany  and
speaks from personal observation, and his ad-
cress was on that account the more interest ny.

A'monte Presbyterians were represented by
five delegates at the meeting of the presbytery
of Lanark and Renfrew held in Pembroke on
Monday and Tuesday of this week. St John's
church was represented by Rev, G. Cowan Mac-
lean, Dr. P. C. McGregor and Miss Nessiec Me-
Cool—the latter a delegate from the Y. P. S. S.
while Rev. Orr Bennet and Mr. D. Drummond
attended in the interests ot St. Andrew's con-
gregation.  The meeting was an important one,
for in addition to the submission of the annual
statistical reports, delegates were appointed to
the meeting of the General Assembly to Open in
Toronto on the 13th of June. The reports read
from all branches of church work showed the
churches within the bounds of presbytery to  be
doing good work. One feature of the gather-
ing was the rally of young people at  which the
work of the young people’s societies was  dise
cussed.  Perhaps the most helpful paper read at
this gathering was one by Mr. Geo. McNabb, of
Douglas, upon the duties of Young People’'s So-
vieties along the lines of Christian citizenship,
The Lanark case was again befo: e Presbytery,
and the appeal, entered onbehalf of St. Andre + s
church, was sent on to the Synod of Moutrcal
and Ottawa, which meets in Carleton Place on
the 13th of May. Rev. John Hay, Rentrew ;
Rev. Dr. Bayne, Pembroke ; Rev, A, A. Scott,
Carleton Place, and Dr. P. C. McGregor, Al-
monte, were appointed to represent the preshy.
tery at the hearing of the anpeal. Rev  Prof.
Bryce, ot Manitoba College, was nominated for
the moderatorship of the general assembly, and
Rev. J. R. McLeod, of Three Rivers, Que.,
was nominated as clerk of the synod, in sui¢es-
sion to Rev, Kenneth McLennan, of Point Le .
Que., deceased.  The delegates 10 the Reooral
assembly are : Rev. D. J. McLean, Arnprior ;
Rev. G C. Maclean, Almonte ; Rov. Dr. Camp-
bell, Perth ; Revs. Thomas Nixon and Dr.
Crombie, Smith's Falls ; Rev. A, Scott, Carle
ton Place ; Rev. Dr, Bayne, Pembroke, and
Rev, Mr. Hay Rentrew, i.a}' delegates—J. A.
Allan, Perth ; W, Wilson, Scotch Line 3 John F,
Cram, Carleton Place ; A. Johnston, Pembroke,
and Jas. Stewart, Renfrew,




