
(! Ccnlrtd liril'uih Columlila

r.'KiuM. ThP Wostorn hrh Im-'IucIos .1,,. Paeirt,. sysfoin, m,uh np nminlv of the Cot
nil,! ("iisc.-ido mountains. „n.I tlio Insular system. pompris.><l of a lino of islan.ls rn
ninpr parallel to the coast of wliid, the main one is Vancouver. This belt is also
'ii.Mnitainous one. though not so pronounce,! as the Eastern belt. The pre.it Centi
belt, however, eontainin- some more or less in.jepeu.leutlv d..fiMe,l systems of low
mountains and plateaus, .-onstitutes on tlie whole a vast area of lan.l suitable f
narrieultural exploitation and settlement.

The northeast part of the province, lyinff east of the Rockv Mountain syste,
falls wthu. the Great Plains division of Canada. Those plains include the prairi.
ot "Intern Canada and constitute the agricultural areas of Manitoba. Saskatchewa
and Alberta. The part of British Columbia included in them li... part'v in tl
f^.moMs P,.ace River district and partly in the drainage basin of the Liard river. Tl
eaee r.ver port,,,., of British Columbia .md the middle part of the Central be

•^onta.n the bulk of the aRricnltural lai,ds of the provin,-,-,

Briti.sh Columbia e.xt.Muls from ti,e straits of Juan d.. Fm-a and the 4i.th parall,
nt ,„,.], lat,tu,ie. v.|,l,-h ,.onstitute the international boundary b,.tw..en Cana.ia an
ti.e .„t,.d States ,n these parts, northerly through 11 d<^r, f latitude to the (»t
paral.el, b,,vond which li,*. the Yukon territory-. To ,1,,. .a., U.s the provin.-e o
Alberta. i,e summit „f the Rocky .M„„ntain range is the interprovi„,.ial boundar

i'r
!' ;"' ^'^ '^' ">'<>-.-socti„„ with the U'Oth .legree of w,^st longitu,!,.. wl,i..b is th..

be '•mn.lary for the ren,„ini„g distance. Westerly the proviu.v e.xtends to tl,
^.c,t„. ,>,.,.an e.xc,.pt in th,. nonhw,.st .^orncr where the " pan-i,andh. "

of .Maska inte^
vc-os. \.aneouver islan.l and the Q,„.,.„ Charlotte group of i.Ian,ls together witi
"lany smaller on..s. al<o fron, part of tl,,- province.

The northeast part of the provin.,.. lying i„ the Great Plains .livi.ion. forn.s par' .be (.n.,t Mack..nzie basin. Two principal rivers flow through this section, ti,.
I .-c ami l.,ard. I l„> 1'...,.. r,.a..|„. the Mackenzie by way of tl„> Slav,, riv.r a,„
(.rent Slave lake ai,d the Liard j„ins it dir.^ctl.y.

Tin. southeast part of ,he province is drai;ed by the Col„„,bia and its numerou-
f.lMt.r.es .s„u,|„.rly „ver ,l,e international l,„undary line and tl„.n,.e to the Pa,.iH,.

be southern an,! c-ntral interior is .Irained by the great Fraser and it. principal
-•"-"-a.-K. the Ne,.,,ako and Thon,pson rivers ,o tide-water at Vancouver. Along Jhcwestern ,.,,as, the prin,.ipal rivers are tl„. Sk,.ena. reaching the sea at i'rin.v Rup,>rt
the -V.S.S tlown,g .nto I'ortland inl..,. and the Stikine which cuts through the Alaskan
!ian-l,andle to ri-ach the sea near Wrangcl.

Central British Colun,bia is , .definite term. It ,s usually used to .lesignateC'^ be great .nt.r- r plateau lands con.prising the famous Bulkley valbn-, Necbako vall.n-^Lpper I-rascr nver druinafie basin and the Cariboo and Cbil,.otin distri.-ts It 'ii

,^ sometimes applied to the ..ountry served by the Grand Trurk Pa.-ific r uh- -iy The
^, .s,.,pe of this report is intended to apply to all these districts. For sii,.), purposes
-•J arbitrary boundaries have been adopted though not adhered to strictlv In general
•r^ ternis therefore, it may 1„. here defin,.! a. that part of the mainland'lying between^ he .i,.,! and ...th parallels of latitude, and comprising a total area of approximately

J t.'.ixtu square miles.

This portion of British Columbia is most interesting and unique in its develop-
ment. To the business man of the day it is a "New British Columbia "-made


