
Asbentic in a name appliitl to impure very nhort fihro an-

bMtoi. It in usfcl by pUistcrrrs, manuf.u-turi'rii of roofing,

ami also for a nunitier of tiio purpoM-tt refi'm-d to alK)vc.

PREPARATION OK AitBUSTOS.

In most rases in Canada aH))C)itoM is minc<l i)y open-cut
mitlKKJs. From tlie mine it is convi-ywl to the mil!, where
it is han«i cobt)«l. The long fif)re asfiestos is se|>arate(l as
comj)letily as twnsibiv', by hand, from the waste rock, and from
that carrying the short fibre. The waste is discarded and the
balance subjected to a complicated miilinR treatment in order
to ;«'parate the fibre from the Kangue. The first crushing is

done by jaw crushers, and the final by cyclone or similar crushing
devices. The fibre is removed partly by means of air currents
and partly by screening out the finely powdered rock.

The aslR'stos is graded according to length of fibre. The
market price varies greatly according to grade and the demand.
The long fibre always commands a much higher price than the
short.

Amount of asbestos used in the man^f icturing industries,

as reported by the consumers:
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