be ho 'ed for by ‘the faithful and feared by their
oppl‘eSSOI‘. The Ismalhans limit to seven thé number
of egitimate imams, inheritors of the Prophet’s
] ority. The seventh Ismail, however, died at the

of the elghth century without being able to trans-
mit. his d1v1ne quality. His followers therefore refused

fo believe in his death and insisted that he had merely

' dlsappeared and formed this sect (whose leader, the
8452 Khan, is known to the world for an entirely dif-

erent reason) which: clalms that Ismail will return as
the Mahd1
“The Druzes who are concentrated in Lebanon

XSyria and Israel, form a branch of Ismailism.

Another d1551dent sect sma]ler but Wlth a zealous‘l ]

‘ "‘fol.lowmg, is that of the Kharz]ztes, Who are often
. compared 1o the Quakers. They are espec1a11y con

centrated in 'Oman, Muscat Djerba, Zanz1bar 'an
Tripolitania. - : : g :
" There are also other sects; such as the Najante

" . the Mutazilite, the Jabrite, and so forth.

This division of Islam into sects goes hand in
hand with the influence of the monastic orders; of -
whose structure we know little, but whose power is .
undeniable. Today we hear most often about the -
“Akhuan al-Muslimin”, or Moslem Brothers of Egypt,
yet these “Khuans” (literally “brothers”) are spread

throughout the Islamic territory, and their order; the., o

Sufi, has undertaken to call all behevers to the truth. i
In North Africa it is Maraboutism (the Marabout o
is a descendant of the sherif and is cons1dered to";, ﬁ

belong to the family of the Prophet) which hae pros.' =

Once back in Iran the silence is over for Khomeini. He is pzctured here engulfed by supporters on arrival at

: Tehran s M ehrabad airport from Paris.
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