Smith agreed
to parity

in Parliament
and a common
voting role

‘World Wide Pha

Last year’s talks between Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith and black nationalist
leaders ended in failure. They did, however, bring together for the first time President
Kaunda of Zambia and Prime Minister Vorster of South Africa. The two leaders are
shown during their meeting on the Victoria Falls railway bridge just before the talss.

Mr. Wilson tried to rescue him from
it at two meetings, which nearly suc-
ceeded, but the solutions were turned
down by Mr. Smith and his Cabinet. I
tried again in 1971, and agreed on the
terms of a settlement with Mr. Smith, but
this time the Africans, on consultation,
came down against it.

The latter meeting is of interest
because Mr. Smith actually put his name

‘to significant change. He agreed to a com-

mission to recommend ways to end racial
discrimination. He agreed to alter the
income tax laws, which operated to dis-
franchise thousands of Africans, so as to
make them eligible for the vote. He agreed
to move ‘to parity between blacks and
whites in the Parliament, and from there
to a common voting roll for blacks and
whites. He accepted the need for a bill of
human rights to be incorporated in the
constitution. In these measures lie the
secret of evolutionary change, and a future
of harmonious relations in the country.

But two things have changed for the
worse. Mr. Smith, when the Africans
turned down the proposals, felt himself ab-
solved from carrying through the reforms.
The Africans, unable to gain acceptance
of their own proposals, and following the
U.S.8.R.’s intervention in Angola, seem to
be concluding that their only hope is
guerilla warfare conducted from Mozam-
bique on a scale that will force the Eu-
ropeans to capitulate,

Britain has little ability to influence
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the situation, while the South Afrim
Government, gravely embarrassed by th
apparent inevitability of conflict, findsi ’
impossible to apply pressure beyond stru :
advice. An economic squeeze would not i
supported by the South African electo

The second factor in the equation s
that, since 1971, the time-scale for evilt

_tionary change has contracted fast. T

British Government has put it at tw
years, which I believe to be physicaly
impossible and a mistake; but majoriyf
rule is now bound to come and reasonallj ,
soon. 4
. There is perhaps one saving grae
“Majority rule” need not be “one-mar
one-vote”. A comparatively high qualifier
tion for the franchise would stil} bu
majority rule in the easily foreseeabk
future. It could be responsible rule
Hope, however, is receding fast as b
sides dig in. o

The perspective, then, in Africa?
nowhere encouraging. There is danger d
a return to tribalism. There are g
dangers from Communist intervention_ul
unstable societies, and Southern Afii¢

fingers burnt, so Africans and Europes”
on the continent will need to settle the]
problems themselves,

We must hope for evolutionary chaté
but it will require much wisdom, and tt*
commodity, for the present, is cons¥|
uwously in short supply.




