SUMMER JOBS

WHY NOT EARN SOME
EXTRA § 3

WE NEED TYPISTS
AND CLERKS
FOR THE WEEK

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP

BRIGHT CAREERS PERSONNEL
225-9595

GoucH OrricAL

2115 Finch Ave. W., 745-6550
(next to York Finch Hospital)

® QUALITY EUROPEAN EYEWEAR

¢ PRESCRIPTION EYEGLASSES

® LATEST CONTACT LENSES
PROFESSIONALLY FITTED BY A
CERTIFIED CONTACT LENS FITTER

® EYE EXAMINATIONS ARRANGED
®* PROMPT & COURTEOQUS SERVICE

“Bring in this ad and receive
a 10% discount on your
purchase”

Eye Care

entres

Participating EyeCare Centres:
3101 Bloor St. W. 239-1255
1867 Yonge Street 481-8585
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hy HOWARD KAMAN
The importance of words.

Poetry is an unusual art. o i

In a world based on visual That is the dominant theme of Robert Williams® editorial in the second
imagery — television and part of the latest edition of Existere. It is an imaginative and sincere argu-
: ment for freedom of artistic expression. If works such as Salman Rushdie’s

other mass media — poetry : ; iz ;
seems to be losing ground. The Satanic Verses are condemned, then magazines like Existere will

However, magazines such as
Existere are working to keep it
alive.

Some look at the magazine as
pretentious and inaccessible, but
this is only because poetry has
become an alternative form of enier-
tainment. People who read poetry for
enjoyment are often looked at as
being outside the norm.

Looking between the covers of Exis-
tere’s April 1989 issue, there is a lot of
material to satisfy even the least literary
of minds.

The issue is a whopping 40 pages thick
butis cleverly splitinto two halves to create
a "reversible magazine” with the “centre-
fold” being a different cover.

The editorial, by Kate Reider-Collins,
comments on the similarities and differences
beiween sentenced author Salman Rushdie,
controversial professor Philippe Rushton and
the late critic Ken Adachi, who committed sui-
cide several months ago.

Collins looks at the divisive nature of people —
how easily people are labelled as being right or
wrong. “People walking across campus barely
repress the urge to yell ‘Rushdie lives!””" she says in
a perceptive and thought-provoking piece which
essentially hinges the public’s perceptions of a writer
on the writer’s ability to provoke thought.

One of the issue’s fine pieces is Gretchen Sankey’s
“The Rockies threw open their arms.” In a stroke of
genius, Sankey has incorporated both her prose and a
map of the Rockies to create a “travelogue.” The prose
gives the reader an impression of a vacation in the Rockies
as a catharsis where. as Sankey puts it, “vears of silence
were broken, our first words were spoken.™

Another reflective piece is Louise Hooley’s President’s
Prize-winning “To Julie Campbell.” prominently featured in
the issue opposite an interesting photo by Ruth Czarnecki.
The photo of children playing on a beach in the wintertime
and Hooley’s poem, a reflection on the photograph, comple-
ment each other nicely.

In a similar fashion, Voula Anastakis’ “Dali” is accompanied
by a Paul Sheridan photo almost as surrealistic as the artist’s
paintings.

As these examples prove, poetry is only as accessible as the
reader wants to make it. Any piece that can shed new light on the
stories of Rushdie, Rushton and Adachi — each a major media event
— should be welcomed. While each story touches us in a different
way, Collins points out similarities not only in the stories of the people
themselves, but in the way the public instantly labels each of them as
good or bad.

eventually follow.
The inside cover of the magazine takes full advantage of artistic liberty.
However, the interesting and provocative collage hardly seems congru-
ent with the contents of the magazine. It’s well done and certainly
catches the eye of a prospective reader, but such a reader may be
expecting something altogether different from what he reads.
For the serious reader, the works contained within the cover are
often a pleasant surprise in their quality and readability. Of particu-
lar note is President’s Prize winner Jonathan Kahana’s “Its Gleam-
ing Surface.” Striking in its realism, the short story explores the
thoughts and experiences of a young girl as she prepares for, and
performs, an ice-skating routine. Every detail of the story rings
true, from the descriptions of sounds and smells to the details of
an ambiguous parent-child relationship. It succeeds in faith-
fully capturing not only what the main character perceives
through her senses but also the intangible anxieties and res-
entments that inform those perceptions.
“Ode to Greta Garbo,” by Jorge Etchevarryn, makes for
more strenuous reading. The beginning is (deliberately?)
disorienting. The whole piece places the reader on very
uncertain ground and leaves him there. Is it a tribute or a
satire? And of what, or who? If the work was meant to make
the reader a little uncomfortable then it succeeds
admirably.
The second part of the magazine also offers three very
different poems. Filled with vivid, thought-provoking
images, deron mitchell’s “the village masseur™ is an
excellent piece. Its verses seem like a distillation of
actual experience. Itis one of the few poems found in
literary magazines that does not exasperate the
reader by its sheer inaccessibility.
“just ends and beginagains.” a longer poem by
brposer, makes use of clever wordplay 1o explore
relationships between language and time. and
language and life. Beginnings and endings.
means and ends, all lose their denotations to
begin again as the means to a better under-
standing of words and what they represent for
each of us.
Gerry Stewart’s “Monarch™ is a less sub-
stantial poem. Depending on one’s taste in
poetry. its compressed form may or may not
be engaging.
The art works by Robert Cabral, Clau-
dio lacoe and Paul Sheridan provide a
contemplative counterpart to the liter-
ary works and fit in quite nicely.
The magazine ends appropriately
with a listing of the winners for the
poetry, prose fiction, playwriting
and screenwriting categories for
the President’s Prize contest: one
indication of the significance of
words. and of freedom of ex pres-
sion in the
community.

Similarly, each poem reflects on a personal experience of the writer
and a good poem enables the reader to put him/herself in the writer’s
shoes. Reading a piece like "The Rockies threw open their arms,” allows
one to take the poet’s place in the story and to create one’s own perception
of the same situation.

As a result, Existere’s poetry should not be looked at as pretentious or
snobbish, but as a window through which readers can look and see them-
selves staring back.
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KENNEDY RECORDS

495 McNICOLL AVE. WEST OF VICTORIA PK.

LP’S & CASSETTES 3 for $9.99
CD’S FROM $10.99

CATALOGUE AND NEW RELEASES ALSO IN STOCK

MON to WED 96
THURS to FRI 98
SAT 106

TELEMARKETING

7CC Ltd., a leader in Marketing
Communications, has full and par-time
positions available for days, evenings,
and weekends.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR
VARIOUS BUSINESS AND
CONSUMER RELATED
TELEMARKETING PROGRAMS
SUCH AS SUBSCRIPTION
RENEWALS TO DEVELOP YOUR
SKILLS IN GOAL SETTING,
PERSISTENCE, ORGANIZATION
AND COMMUNICATIONS.

WE PROVIDE A FRIENDLY AND
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE AND
ONGOING DEVELOPMENT AND
TRAINING. ALL YOU NEED IS
MATURITY AND A CLEAR AND
FRIENDLY VOICE.

BILINGUAL POSITIONS ALSO
AVAILABLE. START AT
$6.00/$7.00 PER HOUR
GUARANTEED. CONVENIENT
BAY/BLOOR LOCATION.

4900719

Exquisite Cantonese
and Szechuan cuisine
with a touch of class

CHINESE RESTAURANT

Bring this ad in for a
10% DISCOUNT

Redeemable after 4 pm for dining room service on amounts
of $15.00 on more

CALL STEVE - 961-1155

BETWEEN 12:00-8:00 PM Dinner Buffet

Daily luncheon special
(every Tues, Sun & Holidays)
Fully Licensed

738-1428

Local Delivery and Pick-Up
2150 STEELES AVE. WEST
JUST EAST OF KEE&




