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ime for a Hero

Here’s a little anecdote students at Dal should never torgert
after the events of Tuesday, March 20th, this year.

In" 1980, a young science student joined council as Science
rep. That same year, he decided he could best serve students
by fighting through the fog in the University's Board of Gover-
nors (BoG), that closed-door group of people who make the
heavy decisions about tuition and Dal budgeting. He was
appointed by council, and began feeling his way about the
scene. One thing was clear—a lot of the thinking which led to
large jumps in tuition at Dal seemed to come simply from lack
of knowledge about students. The Board members—mainly
corporate execs following the lead of the administration—
didn't know how hard it was to go to Dal with skyrocketing
costs and limited resources. He began telling Board members.
He joined many council committees, in which he was always
an intelligent, key member.

He ran for Science rep the next year and lost.

Undaunted (well, maybe a bit daunted) by this, he ran for
the council’'s appointed Board position again and got it. While
still remaining active on council and several committees, he
began to amass reports, and studies, and statistics, so he
could speak to the BoG members in terms they could easily
understand. Charts were done relating how university is
quickly being populated only by upper-income Canadians,
and expressing how raising tuition makes it impossible for
many students to attend. He pointed to how the lack of
summer jobs limited their ability to pay. But something was
missing. He and other student reps still couldn't get through to
the majority of the Board members. Maybe . . . He thought
with the mandate of the students behind him instead of a
council appointment, the Board might pay more attention.

He ran for elected Board rep the next year and was
trounced, almost two-to-one. He was perceived as “radical”.

For the third time he received student council’'s appointment
to the Board and redoubled his efforts to win Board members
over to the reality of students’ financial straits. He now had a
heavy workload as a scholarship Med student, but still spent
many late nights writing, co-writing and researching volumi-
nous reports to assist both the Board and the Provincial
government in understanding students. Together with Peter
Rans as President of student council, his work on the Board
was unceasing. But in that year—Ilast year—it wasn't enough.
The administration was still committed to higher tuition than
inflation, increases in student loans, or summer jobs could jus-
tify. Dal was one of the most expensive universities to attend
in Canada, maybe THE most expensive. And tuition went up
14 per cent last summer, when there weren't many students
around here to complain. The subject of our tale was,
though—he was now chairperson of the Students’ Union of
Nova Scotia (SUNS).

What next?

He was appointed Vice-President (External) of Council for
the '84-84 year. He worked closely with Council President Tim
Hill and Board reps Karl Nightingale and Janine Saulnier on
ernding the ignorance that blocked fair policies. Aside from
wf-".ting the lion's share of SUNS (novel-length) report to the
Royal Commission on Higher Education, he took part in an
update and redraft of a report to the Board recommending
linkage of any tuition hike with corresponding increases in
students’ resources. Caroline Zayid, Peter Rans, Susan Macin-
fyre and Tim Hill all helped with the research and Tim Hill
wrote the document.

Meanwhile at Gothem U. students
reyoice hen 12arning hat Jm':horl}{aes
Wil only increase by 7 per cent. They
know who IS responsible..

And on Tuesday, March 20, the Board voted unanimously
for a seven per cent tuition increase, at the same time B.C.
universities are looking at tuition doubling in three years,
Quebec is charging differential fees to out-of-province stu-
dents, and students everywhere seem to be losing ground.

The person we've been talking about is Atul Sharma, and it's
safe to say none of the gains made this year would have been
possible if he hadn't spent hundreds of hours fighting for Dal
students with little or no recognition. Here's to him, and Tim
Hill, and Peter Rans, and everyone else who helped win this
victory for all of us.

Remember this the next time somebody says nothing a stu-
dent can do will have any effect.
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