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" Missing members undermining council
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Dick Matthews ponders empty council chambers

Dal Phote / Dayal

by Tom Regan

The efficiency of council is
being seriously undermined
because councillors are not
showing up for student coun-
cil meetings, says Dick
Matthews, President of Dal-
housie Student Council.

For the second time in a
row poor attendance by coun-
cil members at the council
meeting forced the tabling of
important matters. The meet-
ing was delayed for forty
minutes while other missing
members were telephoned in
order to raise a quorum.

“I have about 12 to 14
councillors | can count on.
The rest seem only to show up
as they feel like it,” said
Matthews. There are roughly
33 councillors on the student
council, including executive.

“I'm not a baby sitter,” said
Matthews. “These people
should be responsible enough
to show up for the meeting on
their own."”

Matthews said the missing
members have not helped the
council’'s already tarnished
image with the students.

“We have a bad image with
the students as it is. Anything
the council has done in the
past has been crapped on by
the student press. Then the
council never bothered to
defend itself. | don’t want to
start kicking people off coun-
cil, but something has got to
be done.”

Some have suggested coun-
cil try having more social
oriented events in order to
help councillors get to know
each other better. This would
encourage them to show up
for more meetings. However,
Matthews is skeptical about
this type of idea.

“Just two weeks ago |
invited all the members to

attend a special showing of
the new Dalplex and 12 of
them turned up for the tour.”

If the problem continues,
Matthews said he will go to
the ‘grassroots level”, and
talk to each individual con-
stituency about their member.

“I want to find out if they
are aware of the kind of a job
their councillor is or isn't
doing for them. If that doesn’t
work, | will call a general
meeting to discuss the prob-
lem. Hopefully, we could get
enough peopie to turn it into a
productive meeting. A lot of
students are apathetic to-
wards the whole situation, but
we've got to try and get them
involved.”

For the moment, though,
Matthews is still left with the
problem of too much work and
not enough student coun-
cillors.

“It's a puzzle. People work
so hard to get elected, then
don’t bother to show up. It's a
real shame.”

Carleton embroiled in controversy over graffiti

OTTAWA (CUP) — The
graffiti war at Carleton
University continues.

The Carleton Woman's
Centre, the object of most of
the sexist and racist graffiti
that has been plastered over
the underground tunnels,
washrooms,  blackboards,
classrooms and parking
garage, has asked the
Carleton Student Union
Association (CUSA) to step in
and prevent further defacing.

In a letter to the student
newspaper, The Charlatan,
the centre members wrote,
"We are not only tired of
having to read crude
statements about ourselves,
but are becoming concerned
about our personal safety.
We consider this a gross
violation of our freedom and
therefore urge you to take
action.”

A committee of CUSA, the
tunnel authority, put up signs
last week warning students
they may face prosecution if
caught spray-painting, or
marking or defacing
university property.

Mike Kalnay, co-ordinator
of the CUSA tunnel authority,
later clarified his remarks by
saying it is the intention of
the university to provide
legal grounds for prosecuting
anyone who paints racist,
sexist or hate messages.

It was not the intention of
the university, he said, to
prosecute those painting
graftiti that does not fall into
these categories.

Last year the woman's

centre protested against the
graffiti painted in the tunnel
and eventually painted over
it. One woman's centre
member said she had spray-
painted over the writing in
the garage but it reappeared
the next day.

The centre noted in their
letter to CUSA that this
campaign had extended far
beyond the walls of the
tunnel, a traditional place for

graffiti writing. "But perhaps
the most frightening was
when we found some inside
the woman's centre door."

The letters to the editor
column of The Charlatan each
issue contain several letters
over the issue. One student
agreed that the graffiti was
not pleasant but that the
woman's centre had no right

to set itself up as a censor
board.

He said the best method
would be for the woman's
centre members to ignore the
graffiti.

Another letter writer said
the quality of his education
had diminished as the graffiti
war was forcing his stats
professor to write logic
problems through woman's
symbols and other "sorted
rancor sprawled on the

blackboard."

"l pay for those lecture
halls, blackboards, and
tunnel paint jobs and so do
thousands of other students,”
he said. "What makes you
think you have the right to
infringe on property that isn't
exclusively yours?”

"Next time you are
tempted to affect my
education and vandalize my
property why don't you ask
me if | care.”




