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Smith and Campbell agree:

Students' Council not effective
by Dorothy Wigmore

The Student Council is not 
effective or relevant to many 
Dal students, say Student Union 
President, Brian Smith, and 
treasurer, Ian Campbell.

The big difficulty seems to be 
keeping council informed and 
on top of everything the 
executive is doing. Both 
executive members find it 
impossible to let councillors 
know everything they are doing.

“This is why I think the 
executive and Council are 
always at odds with one 
another,” said Campbell. The 
executive makes recom
mendations to council, based on 
all the background information 
they have, and council, as a 
governing body, has to decide 
whether to accept or reject it, 
he explained.

“They don’t know enough to 
really make a good decision,” 
Campbell added.

One part of the problem is 
that Council takes office at the 
same time in March as the 
executive does, explained 
Smith. After one or two 
meetings, they relinquish their 
power for the summer to either 
the executive or the Union 
executive. When they come 
back in September, they are out 
of touch with what has hap
pened during the summer.

“There are a few different 
types of systems,” Smith said, 
“that are in operation at some 
universities, where the 
executive takes office there’s an 
overlap of executives, and when 
the executives change, there’s 
an overlap of councils. There’s 
another system which invests 
the authority and power of the 
Union in the Executive, period, 
and having the Council as more 
of an advisory board than a 
governing board.”

The Student Union budget

provides one example of how 
the executive is more informed

is passed. One solution may be 
tabling the budget for one week. 
This would give councillors a 
chance to question the 
organizations involved, as well 
as the treasurer, he explained.

Course unions were suggested 
as alternatives to make council 
more effective. “I’m in favour 
of course unions,” said Smith.

“If there’s something we can 
do to become involved in for
mation or assistance in for
mation of them, then we’ll do it. 
We have enough councillors 
who are interested in the course 
unions. I don’t know how in
formative it would be as a two- 
way communication thing 
though.”

Campbell agreed with Smith. 
He was involved in an 
economics course union in his

second year, but discovered 
that they could not achieve 
much because of apathy. “That 
apathy
throughout the entire com
munity,” commented Smith. He 
tries to combat this though.

“I have a policy of having 
people who work with me that I 
send out as feelers to areas of 
concern and try to find out what 
effect a policy will have.”

“That’s really going back 
down the ladder to get the lower 
rung involved with the upper 
rung,” he continued. “There 
should be some kind of meeting 
of the middle rung.”

This might be achieved if 
more students and councillors 
came out to Council meetings, 
he felt. The meetings are open 
to all Dalhousie students. They
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rfisi Ian Campbell, Student Union 

treasurer. ( Photo by Dorothy 
Wigmore)

Brian Smith, Student Union 
President.

than the Council, said Camp
bell. Usually many uninformed 
questions are asked of each 
budget before the whole budget

can come and speak, “provided 
they maintain some semblance 
of order,” he added. “That’s the 
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COMFORT - ECONOMY - STYLE: RENAULT 10 FOR 1972
4 DOORS OFFER EASY ENTRANCE AND EXIT TO THE COMFORTABLE 

INTERIOR; THE SEATS ARE CARVED FROM 7Vi CUBIC FEET OF FOAM

TO CRADLE YOU. DRIVING COMFORT AND SAFETY INCLUDES 4 WHEEL 

DISC BRAKES, RACK AND PINION STEERING. RADIAL PLY TIRES,

AND MUCH MORE. ECONOMY BEGINS WITH THE LOW ORIGINAL COST, 

BUT CONTINUES WITH PERFORMANCE LIKE 38 MILES PER GALLON. 

INVESTIGATE THE CANADIAN 

BUILT RENAULTS TODAY.
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Adding Machines - Calculators - Photo

Copiers - Harder 1 Filling Equipment

SALES - SERVICE - RENTALS

429-6888
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OFFICE EQUIPMENT LTD.

AUTHORIZED REMINGTON DEALER
5577 Cunard St., Halifax

r TO: RENAULT OF CANADA LTD. 
6417 LADY HAMMOND RD. 
P.0. BOX 1476, HALIFAX, N.S.
PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS:

YOUR CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVE 
JIM TESORIERE 

CAN OFFER YOU A STUDENTFormal
Hear

RENTALS
NAME:

DISCOUNT OF 

UP TO 10% ADDRESS:Black or White 
Tuxedos and Accessories 

Available from Stock TEL:

68S PHONE: 455-5491 
RES: 423-4241 Æte* RflUAUD—"SCOTIA SQUARE"

PHONE 429-5936


