
went about wlth -the La Branches
winter I came Out, said Yvette.

ehiml? asked Whiting carelesuly.
theW5yIeO5ke hm to alittle

l'la vlng next week-for 7 01L.
dine onr. iaving for mel' sid

' r'hougt you'd 1k. lt--an olil frienil
enad ailthat, n id WhîtmgHo Bast

in~kl hie chair as the'curtain rose.
yvette heard very little of tiie music

os/tht nlght.
Wbeua he went home, ahe put tiie bowl

-bf valley liliça dowÈetaira lu the library

ev tepies tIbat their porf Ume Wsse too

* It sickena me,» a. Mid, more or leu.
trathfiily.

Another thlng ah. did was Dot ýse Wise.
su. resurrected from a box lu the dejithe
of a lothes-cboset a package of btter.
aud red tiiem tbrougii deliberately. The
àawn came lu at the. window when she
bai l fihed. They were long btter., for
th@. most part, aud there were ratiier a
#ùâber of- them. The. lut one waa

tève, su aueede onya l aM usMt,

strina u lier nights wereaepls
Wtreamila. h. doired to b lya t

Whtn;but the lure of the firat love
called her lnsidiously. Mlso she aaid tu
hersef-as does many another beloved
one-that matrimony allows one no rain
checks, aud having purchased a ticket one
must wlyilly ait through thteontire
performance or go forth into outer dark-ý
nesa with no prospect of returnimg

The. thing faintly alarked bsr-for the.
lirat time.

In contradistinction te. asciiother ahe
placed certain reluctant facto.

Whiting was noaring middle age. Rays
was in the vory prime of youth, daring,
denieil sud dark-three potent D'a.

Whiting loved her. Rays might or
might iiot--a.fact ent ireynihie fav<>r
by the vcry besuty of its i certiuty.

Whitiuga hair was ebbing aud hie
waistcoat -obtained an almost imper-
ceptible prominence, Rays waa litho ase
au Indian, and bis hair thick as baves
at Vaiombrosa.

"Do you ask me," baad Rays il at oncçe, If you are in the way-le that 70W que&-
tion?»

«I accept your decision,11 it said care-
fdIlY, "bt 1 can't help believing that
this i. flot the end. Suppose we caU it
to-rnorrow's tRngle, and trust to Fate to
tinravel it. 'You may be right. In any
caàse, there is nothing more now for me
te Bay. You have closed the subjcct."

'Tt was s yery easy acceptance--of my
deision," said Yvette to herself. 'Meo
nolver cared. If lie had-"

Witbout fiishing the sentence aell
went to bed, just aà the streets wero
Waking. She did not go to sleep at once,
but thon when she did shie slept tili l0onf,
which somewhat recompensed lier.

Tt is net one of the conditions for a
succesful betrothal that, memories re-
turn.

Yvette wvas unhappy.
She endeavored to bo natursi witil

Whiting, and succeeded in displaying to
bis keen, gray eyes an undue effusiveness.
She endeavored to be natural with Rays,
and by lier resutant coldness convinced
him easily that she was afraid of the old
feelino She endeavored to bo natural
withl lier mother, wvho head memories of
ber own concerning Hays and her daugh-
ter and %vas thereforo pacing the watch-

Add to this: Whiting had moncy. Hays
had not.

This last *une is, of course, in incon-
siderable factor. Another obscure line of
reasouing is that ah. had glven ber word
to Whiting; aud once, a long four years
ago, she had refused it to HsÎye wh..> had
accepted that refusai, as hie conduet iiad
iustigated it, without enormous regret.

Yvette, as I said, was unhappy.
She saw Hays oftou, and.- be mnAte love

to lier so cleverly that only lier wish
which was perhaps the paternal pro-
genitor of bler thought couid have been
sure just what hie was doiug.

Aiso, ehe sw Whiting, soen days out
of the week, and lie. made love to hcr
Ies subtly, at thie same time arranging
ways by which tho other man shoiuld
have his opportunity.

"I'd like you to sec something, of
Raye, said Whiting on one occasion.
"Youdon't dislike him, do you?"

"On the contrary," said Yvette; but
just howv much on the contrary ahc
neglected, quite naturally, to add.

Rays himseof urg-ed the quebtion witji
rathter more effect. Raiving corne back',
lie desired to pick up the thrends that hi.
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