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in these days of high stumipage
values it was our opinion the tarîff
rates existing xx \hen we came into
office wýAere not in keeping with those
charged by ow ners of private lands,

*accordinglv wý,-e raised the rates on
spruce from $1.50 to $2.50 per
thousand, othcr lumber in proportion.
The increased rate lias been well
received, so far as can be ascertained.
bV the licensees. The renewal rate
of $8 a square mile ànnually bas been
lef t the samne.

During the year arrangements have
been made for the placing of five
parties in the field, whereas last year
there were but three. These parties
completed the survey and inspection,
under forestry methods, of 925,000
acres, which is now being tabulated
and mapped in tbis department.
The total area surveyed so far
amounts to 1,245,000 acres, or 16V2>
per cent. of the Crown lands. White
the cost of labor and supplies has
increased from last year the cost per

* acre of the survey makes a verv
fav orable showing. The figures are
as follow's: 1916, $27.20 per squ.are
mile-, 1917, $27.07 per square mile.
The total amount expended since the
inception of the survey is $44,574.57.

There lias also been introduced in
the New Brunswick Legishiture, im-
portant mensures with the object of
f îving greater protection to the
orests of the province and 10 stop

the wvastage whÎch lias been going on
for years. In speaking of the pro-posed newx Acts lion. M r. Smith said
ini part: -

Stop Deterioration

The most casual observer could
note that the forests are failing. It
would take only a visit lu the rivers
or mill ponds to see the change that
had taken place within a compara-

* tivelv short time, in the size and
quality of the saw logs. Fir, whieh a
few years ago was left standing in the
forest, had- corne 10 a compromise
thirty or forty per cent. of the
operations. Tbis was prima facie
evidence that the spruce was being
depleted rapidly. In the early days
of New Brunswick, white vine formed
the most valuable part of the forest,

and huge quianlities of that limber
Nvere exported to Great Britain.
White pine failed to reproduce 10 anN
extent and little remains in the pro-
vince at the preselit lime. Later,
spruce was in demand. Large milîs
and scores of portab>le mills -wNere
operated to meet the demand for
spruce and in consequence of the
indifference and the Nvasteful methods
of the jobbers, sprutce fast was going
the w\ay of the pine.

Scalers* returns from 1910 tu 1917
inclusive give a total eul of 2,228,-
'337,2 15 feet, an average cut of
275,500,000 feet per x'ear. This
would indicate that the present as-
sumred commercial softwood stand is
about eigliteen times the average cut
of the last eight years. This did not
mean that the softwood would be
exhausted in cigliteen \»ears, because
the annual growtli -,as applied against
the annual eut.

An annmal grow \th cou id bie ex-
pected on the greater portion of the
timber estimate given before, and also
on under size spruce and tir, which,
would be in the vicinity of 5,000,-
000,000 feet. Somne of' the under-
sized timber would reach commercial
size in eigliteen vears. The average
annual growth xvould apply to not
more than five million acres.

Superise Scaling
The outlook for a large return for

the present logging season was flot
Sromising. From the information nt
andîthe eut wvould not be more than

fifty per cent. as compared with last
year. One of the lirst qu'estions that
the government had taken up was the
unsatisfactory method of obtaining
a Irue accotunt of the tumber cul on
Crown lands.
The general principle, lie said, was

[o pav the scaler a flat rate of seven
and one-half cents p>er tbousand on
the logs lie scaled, this presumnably
being thouglit an incentive to the
scaler lu gel as large a cou nI as
possible to remunerale him for lis
activity. However well this may
look in principle, in practice il is not
borne out.

We have therefore decided to com-
mence building up an oulside service
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