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TUE HAMJLI(>NS OF QUEENSTONN, KINGISTO>N ANI)

HAMILT)ON.

T HF, nîct prominent man in Upper Canada more than a century
ago %vas the lionorable Robert Hamnilton. The Hamilton faînily

was a numerous race whose sAcestors came from Scotlnnd.

Energetie and ambitions they had unbounded influence in thelr day.

They were among the most successful men of thclr timc, amassing great

wcalth in their varied nndcrtakings. They conld justly iay dlaim tu

almogt royal ancestry. Their ancestor was Alexander Hamilton of

$ilvertborne Hill1, wliose tenth descendant was John Hamnilton, Minister

of Bolton, born in 1714 and died in 1797. His wife was Jane Wright,

and had by her three sons and co daughter.

The eldest son of the Minîster of Bolton was Honorable Robert

Hamilton of Quecaston, Upper Canada, who died in 1809. H1e is

tlescribed as a méehant of Niagara, member of the Land Board at that

place, member also of the flrst Executive Couneil of Upper Canada in

1791, and fIrst Judge of thc District of Nassau, extending from the

River Trent on the Bay cf Quinte tu Long Point on Lake Erie. During

the Americau Revolution Mr. Hamilton, la partnership with Richard

Cartwright, established a store on Carlton Island nar the military post

which wvas knowa as Fort Haldimaad, carryiag on an extensive trade

with the Indiana. After the war closedl Mr. Hamilton removed to
Qneenston and was appointed one cf the local .>udges, having Lieut.-

Colonel John Butter as lits colleague on the. beach.
Captain Patrick Campbell, who visited Niagara ln Deceber, 1790,

wvrote: "Mr. Robert Hamnilton, a gentleman of the firet rank and

property in the nei ghborhood, and eue of the Governor'a Council, came

alsc te wait on me and invite me to his bouse, an honor 1 readily' em-
braced. Ho and Mrs. Hamilton were so very obliging as to go along
with me in their oak slcd te see thc grand Falla of Niagara."

When the Duke of Kent, tihe ancestor cf our presont King, visited
Niagara Falls, ho and bis party luncbed at Mr. Hamilton's on their way
back, where thse Indians performcd a war danc..

The Duc' de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt wrote in 179b. -Mr. Hame-
1913


