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xeply by referring to Oscar Wilde, his anties and his poems, to
Dados and Neutral Tints. The deeper questions that underlie -
the whola ‘movement, and which were uppermost in the mind
of its great te%her, Ruskm the doctrine of “art by the peo-
ple and for the people, as a happiness to the maker and the
user,” ave things that have hardly crossed their minds. Nov is
this strange. Every movement of human progress has its char-

latans and quacks, as well as its apostles and prophets. The earnest
reformers of the Oxford movement of 1830, who sought to impart

decper feeling and the true spirit of religion to the Anglican
chulch, are b y many people confounded with the shallow young
curates, with their taste for ornamental church display and gor-
i«reous robes. The moral of the Art movement we may be sure,
is worthy of our consideration. Let us tr y fairly to see what
there is in i, what lesson it has to teach to ourage when the older
behefs of our fathers are passing away aad the new faith of the
fiture is hardly in the making.

Towill take as my text a thoughtful arncle contributed to the
_pages“of the Academy, by M. E Purcell, upon the “ Hopes and
Fears of Art,” and suggested by Mr. W. Morris’s lately published
lectures bearing that ti tle The writer speaks of art as of a voice
crying in the \vflderness listened to by a generation “ eager to
accopt W]x.ztever is beautlful or moving or original in its tones, vut
of its messw\'e,--nothm(r ‘What }us message is, Mr. Purcell
' pmu,eds to explain at length! Mr. Ruskin ]ns long ago pointed
‘out thé function of labour as a delight to the pr oducer as well as
1o thc consumer. “But Mr. Morris does more; he puts’this truth
‘ina f01 emost, almosta solitar 'y posmon he bmlds onit hissolehope
of 'that little veform, the revival of avt, and of that vastest reform,
the r recovery of human contentment. What he and the restof us are
]ookmrr for is just this: that the degradation of mechanical labour
will %mk lower and lower yet, till in the ncther deeps of porfect
'baqeness the hature of man, if there be anything of human left
theréin, ‘will at last rebel, qnd the poor will choose to die rather
than to spend their bluod on the cheap luxuries which when made
are but ag weariness or poison to the rich-—the wealthy will sigh
in vain for the ways of peace and pleasantness which their nches
¢an no longerbuy.” ‘Looked at from this poiut of view, the Axrt
movement means much more then a mere addition to the
Taxury of the rich. It is but another side of Car}yle s gospel that



