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been petty, becamne seriaus sources ai irritation
and friction ; ail the îvheelà af Church -,vok nove
henvily, if tlhcy do not altogether stick in the muti,
and mrinisters, unable ta bear the strain, in distress
if not despair, bcave their cangregations and thecir
debts ta mon more sanguine, but wvho do not
knotv the burden thcy are assumning. Al the re li-
gious andt benevoletît schemes of theCi'' suffer.
The penalty for thicb- fally lad ta bce)aio hy Chris-
tian churches, equally with those engaj:d in the
mast secular business.

This picture s nat overdrawtî, and the main ab-
ject in dratvang it ilbc serveci, if those mnembers,
ministers andi affice-bearers ai churches, cantemplat-
ing chu rch building, who may reat it, by studying
and pondering over t, will takce varning in tme,
will shrink from, shun anti avoit inhge church dr-bts
and a mortgage, almost or tvhaly as much as they
would a plague. \Vc do not say avaii gaing into any
dcbt al ail, though if that cati bc donc t is by far the
safest course. Ithis ivere donc, t ivoti, in many
cases, be impossible ta mako any provision
for religiaus ordinances, but be most wise andi care-
fui as ta its amauint, and bc sure ta sec befare bc-
ginning wvhere the nîoney ta built wth is ta came
from, nat by being borrow.ed froin some Society,
but by subscriptions ai gooti men paid up, or so
nearly paie up as ta be secure, humanly speaking,
against the possibility ai seriaus hardship.

Ia cangregatian cannet afford ta builti as it
would îish, s0 as ta compete andi bc equal with
others, af aiten twvetty tmes the wvealth, îvhy should
not do as individuais who are honest have ta do,
when they cannot pay for wlîat they -' 'uid likle ta
have, do iithaut, or bc content ta cut their gar-
mient accarding ta their cloth ? There cannat be a
doubt thnt many chttrches in Toronto anti over the
country to-day, ai ail the different bodies, have, in
order ta secure a fine building, assumeti liabilities
wvhicli, ovon the most satnguine calculations with
respect ta their means wvheretvith ta pay, tvouid not
warrant. Thon vhy shouiti t bc donc? On what
ground arc common seîîse, and those sounti pninci-
pIes which men appiy in their ordinary sr'cular
business, ta bc thrown asîde when t cornes ta
dhurcI building? Such huge debts as some ai aur
city churches ait over the Province are staggering
unde,-, are ail the more inexcusable, because thcy
are due mare ta a spirit ofipritie, rivalry, and iuxury
in taste, than because they were at ail necessary for
comfortable, devout worship, or the promotion ai
the cause ai truc religion. Indeeti they retard the
spread ai the gospel, for the power ta do this
is largely crippleti by the constant strugglc mecely
ta keep afloat, ta malze up the amounts that must
be matie up ta save churches froni ialling inta the
bandis ai tIc sherif, which were at first built af a
size andi equipped in a style whichi were more a
gratification ta pride and vanity, than necessary for
the edufying worship ai Goti, anti the maintenance
anti spread ai truc religion tvhether at home or
abroad.

MANVITOBM SUHOOLS.

T li-E discussion over this very vexeti questioni
stili continues anti sa much the mnore as the

day approaches for the assembiing ai the Dominion
Parliament ith the Il'remedial mensure," the
.4uniteti front " anti the 'I stand or fail" attitude of
the Federal miinistry thereupoti. Any number ai
Il'satisfactary solutions"» have been ostentatiously
set forth, sanie af thon itli an air af serene om-
niscience anti pitying candescensian towards those
wvho cannet iully undcrstanti the rcasanablencss af
the plans, or acknowlcdge the inerrancy of the
plantions. I-ard words there have been tiat a few,
much bluster in some quarters, and, let us add with
thîankfiulness, in athers nat a little ai sweet reason-
ableness. Alil seen' agree i upor. this at any rate,
that the " remnedial arder " ias a mistake, anti that
ta attcmpt ta carry t out Lnalal its iulncss ilil be
warso than a blunder, wvll bc a crime anti that ai
no ordinary magnitude. Il'Coercion " is a delusion
anti a snare as those îvho may be temptedti t try t
will finti out in due tume. "'The tyranny ai the
strang over thc wcak" lias been harpeti on with an
iteration which might even bc charactenizeti by a
Shakespeariau adjective. It s time ta think a
little af the tyranny ai the wcak aver the strong,
which ini these tinys at any rate is quite as common
anti intiefensible as the other thiag. Not a tioubt
afit minarities have thecir rights, but have majori-
tics none which they are nat boundt t surrender
wvlen any number, however smail, proclaini, without
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taldng the trouble to prove, that thecir consciences
arc aggricved, and thicir dcarest and mast indefen-
sible privilegcs arbitrarfly set aside and ruthlessly
trampicd upan ? Wc rather think they have. Wc
should bc the very iast ta say a singlec word ngainst
conscience and its sacrcdness ; at the same time
it cannat bc denied that, liie II patriotism,"
as wvell as some other wvords, it lias corne ta
bc Iokled upon as flot quite sa respectable since it
hias been sao oten and sa openly prostituted for pur-
poses tieither honourable nor pure. In any case
na matn and na body af men cati set themselves frc
from any enactmnent by si nply pleading con-
science. Society and law would on such ternis bc
impossible. Govcrnnicnt by, with and for the peo-
pie is based upon convittian, and the coiviction of
the majority at that. The minarity can obey active-
ly by aýicquîcscence. or passively by suffcring the
penalty, always, af course, being able ta fali back, if
sa inclined, on the Ilsacred right of insurrection."
But unless papular and constitutional gaverrnent
is a farce, wvhcn opinion has been crystallized ita
a law, the mninority ufider that law can have it
changcd anly by force, or by conviticing the enact-
ing rnajarity that it ivas mistakien w hen it passed
the measure objectod ta.

Weil, theoaverwhelr-ning majarity of M\anitoba
wvas admittodly 'Igreatly ivithin its rights" when
it passed the schoi law afi 1890. Quite as much
so as when it sanctioned a parish road or enacted
a law about stray cattie.

The aggrieved mninarity in the one case as in
the ather liad quite a right ta pratcst, ta argue, ta
cry out and use cvery legitimate means to have
the %vrong rectified. TIhey could appeal ta the
majarity's sense ai fair play, ta its neighbaurliness,
ta its honour, its reason and its conscience, anid
if active obedience were incompatible with cons-
cience, suffering for conscience salie vould always
be in order, and in the meatîtinie their powers af
argument and persuasion could be ubed for ail
they were worth. Instead af this wvhat is proposeti?
What has been done ? An outside farce called in.
A greater majority, and hostile, invited ta aver-ride
the legitimate majarity acting " vcl1 ithin its
legal rights " and the p:aopasition put boldly* and
bluntly farward, af making an uncanvinced major-
ity af ten ta one, bow dawn before and be lover-
ridden by a minarity ai ane ta ,ten and that on the
plea of conscience, though the ten had as sensi-
tive and as enlightened consciences as had the one.

Ils that the way tQ right the wrang and protect
the weak ? Is that the way ta secure peace and pro-
mate the exercise af brotherly kindnessi We trow
not. And ail the mare when it is kept in view that
this supposedly arrogant and unreasonable majority
bas nat the first intz -ition ai appressing any one,
but is only tao anxious ta 'I<hear reasan," supply
what is wanting, and amend what is wrong. In
fact ta supply the wanting and acaend the îvrong
ivere the great abjects aimcd at in the school legis-
latian oai 890. Confesscdly an ail sides there ivas
very much wanting, and very muchi even ludicrous-
ly ivrong in the educational arrangements af Mani-
toba previaus ta that year. The best wvas then
done îvhich the niajority knew. Changes miglit
be necessary just as experience and greater light
might dictate, and even au entire overturn ai the
new law might bc made if the cammunity or .a
majarity afi t changed its mind. That is anc thing
and anc which is continually occurring in every
land, wvhere IIfreedom is braadening slotvly down
froni precedent to precedent." But it is a very
different affair when an outside force cames with its
44'caercive " IlYou shall;" and undaes ail the educa-
tional improvemnents af a Province larger than
England,- and makes anything like a national sys-
term af education cither an impossibility or a farce.
Aye, flot only that, but tells the people ai that
Province that after the aid, atîtiquated systeni af
shreds and patches has been restored at Ottawa,
nathing short af rebellion and revolution will lever
be able ta effect a change, thaugh sauight and
pr-iyed for not by nine-tenths but by ninety-nine
hundredths af a population ten or twenty tumes as
great as t is to.day.

Let the people ai Manitotba manage their own
dam estic matters ia their own îvay. They have no
wish to oppress any one. But they have equaily little
inclination to let any anc oppress them, and if Sir
John Macdonald was sound wîhen lie said, in Janu-
ary iSSi, I We cannot check Manitoba," hie would
be as much inclined, if alive, ta say the sanie thing,
and with greatly deeper emphasis ta-day, in the
threatened houx ai crises in January i 89q6.
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The authorai this pamphlet is a native-bora Anerican
citizen ni Engi sh descent, a eratestant ini religion andinl
politics, a Republican af the schaol af Abraham Lincoln.
The wark itseii purparts ta bc a caniplete history af Atnert.
can Cathlilcs la their relations ta the Government af the
Unitedi States, andi a review af the meaning, methads and
mea of the American Protecti-ve Association andi of ail these
it is an amralgamrent.

The'Afissionary Review ofte Wv,ld for December con-
tains sanie very interesttug anti instructive nrticles an Palrs-
tine anti the wark for the evangelization af the Jews. H.
Il. Jessup, D.D., oflicirut, contributca an article on «"«The
Jews la Palestine." Rev. Thos. Laurie, for mny years a
missinaary la the East, writes on IlThe Beginings af the
Education ai Women ia Syria," a vere rentable chapter ln
the early history ai missions. A. H. McKenney, Ph.D.,
describes the beliefs and worship ai the Druses, au impott-
ant but comparatlvely little kaawn sect la Syria. Other
articles ofIinterest ln this issue ai the 4c7iwart an Illus-
trated sketch afi "John Nevius, the Modern Apostie ta
Ohina," by tht Editor-in-Chiei; "The Faunder's Week
Coavention of the Londan Missionary Socety," by Rev.
James Douglass, of London ,;I"Tht Causes of the Riots in
China," by Rtv. H. M. Woaods; and Il Tht MauntaIn
Whites ai Amierica," by Rtv. W. T. Xiids. Tht varlous
departments af the Revie-w abount i wth intercsting anti
valuable runterial respectinginisFionary flue and lahor in ail
parts af the world. [Funk & Wagnaiis Ca., 3o Lafayet
Place, New Yark. $2.5o a year.]

An almanac Is not usually considereti a very entertalning
work, but the publishers ai the Canadian Alnianac (Tht
Capp Clark Ca., Ltd, Toronto) have levicti on ait andi
literature ta niake it somnething more than a dry compilation
af bald facts. In addition ta tht usual useful andi necessary
information, sucb as appearet Inl previaus issues, the Aima.
nac for 1896 bas a number ai well-written articles on sub-
jects oi great public intertst. Dr. J. G. ]3aurinot writes on
f Formt. ai Government Throughaut tht World ;" Mfr. E.
M. Chadwick an «'<Tht Canadilan Flag ;" Assistant Pay.
master Colin Campbell, R. N., on "Tht North-west Mount-
eti Police ;" and there is also an intetes-ing accaunit of the
Royal Military College at Kingston, witb biographîcal
sketches ai sanie ai the graduates. Tht work Is highly credit-
able ta tht publîshers, anti ont Indeeti ai which thte'country
may (tel proud.

The Homitlic Révie-w for Decemnber continues the valu-
able series ai articles by Dr. Gregory an 'Tht Preacher
andi the Preaching for tht preserit Crisis." Following it Is
IlSir Thomas Browne, bis place in a Minister's Library,"
by Prafessar Murray, D.D., ai Princeton. N.J. A sug-
gestive andi able article is IlA Study ai Tht Raven," by Dr.
Elliot Griffis, Ithaca. Il'Criticianis anti Suggestions by lay-
men on Church Methodsanad Church Work," are given in
this Issue by Austin Abbott, LL.D., of New Yark City
Ligbt on Scriptural texts fram recent discoveries takes up
Sennacherib andi tht Destruction ai Ntneveh. Sermons are
given ln ful ironi Dean Farrar anti Dr. Staiker. IlChrist-
mas Sermons and Themes " will bc tounti heipful at this
season. [Funk & Wagnalls Company, 3o Lafayette Place,
New York.]

Tht December Aren:a is ta a much larger extent than
usual taken up with sketches anti notices af sani e ninent
persanages, natives andi foreIgners. Lowell, Emerson, Oliver
Wendell Holmes, WVhittier anti William *Cullen Bryant
are ail brought befare the rentier. ln addition ta these we
bave part IV of Napoleon Bonaparte, by FIon. John Davis,
and by tht editor, <' Tht Lufe ai Sir Thomas Moore."
Other subjects treateti are IlMunicipal Lxghting," Il'Equa-
lity ai Opportunity," l ow ta Secure it," IlSbali Women
Vote," IlGovernmentai Contrai ai the TeieRraph," IlOp-
portunity of tht Church la the PresentSocial Crisis ;" these,
wlth ather articles anti reviews ai important books,
ruake up an interesting number.

Scribner's Magzfne for December is a special Christmas
nuinber, unusualty rich in its literary anti artistic teatures.
A stries ai îwelve full page iilustrations for a iaatastic story
by Brander Matthews art printed in a delicate tint wbich is
interwoven with tht clear black af tht text anti lows ont
Inta tht margins ai the page'noducing an eftect tntirely
novel la magazine Illustxation. An article of Alma- Tadtrna
is embeilisheti with twenty repraductions ai tht artist's pic-
turcs, chosta by hinistîf for this purpose. Tht conclusion
af George Meredith's striai, sanie choice poetry and a nuni-
ber ai excellent short atonles make a number ofgreat variety
and wiie general literest. [Chas. Scrihner's Sonis, New York.]

Our rentiers will btpleasedttalearn that tht publishers
of that excellent anti alniast indispensabe eclectic, Littelrs
Livitg .Age, have announceti a retinction ia its prîce from
eîght dollars ta six dallars a year ; tht change ta take efiect
frani the first of Jannary next, anti new subscrihers remitting
before that date willi receive tht iaterening numbers of
1895, free. Tht Living Agc la now nearlng tht close afiits
ity-secand ytar. It commentis itself ta rendr, s geaerallv

but mare esprcially ta busy people of rmoderato metans ; andi
its useinînesa nmust increase with tht constant increase of
periodical littrature.

As usual the widely-knawn art publishers, Messrs. L.
Prang & Ca., Bcstan, Mass., have tbis seasan issueti an im-
mense assartment of beautiiully executed calendars anti
tasty Christmxas carda, lu this class af worlc tht flrnmmea-
tionei L sunexcelleti.


