
* 21 ~ TO TIIE REÂDERS 0P THE WV1TNESS.

te press upon your attention a few thouglits in connexion with tliis
matter.

Consider for a nmomnt the painful and harrassing position in wbiclh
a. 1r1e,~hs en are not inechaustable, 18 plaoed, by there being

withheld frein hum, that which is due. He may freni this thoughtlees
conduet of bretliren bo rendered una-ble te meet bis own liabilitie&
with that promptness whichi is necessary te the oonducting.eof business-
healthfülly. It bias not unfrequently been the case that thode, who,
from a spirit of Christian philan thropy, have cinbarked in the- noble
cause of prometing, that truth Ilwhich saves and sets the sinner free, l
have, through. the unfaithfulness of brethren, been left te struggle
with pecuniary difficulties and made the objects cf the sneeriug re-
mark-"l -. pretty story for a man. te hoe engaged in ivrhting on reý
ligieus subjeots, and inoulcating Chriretian principles, and yet not pay-
iug bis laNvfal dcbts, but, rcquiring te lie perpetually duuiued.1" I.ask
whose fault, in. suclu cases, is it that sucli à renuark aboula be made,
and tluut the progresa of truth should thus be bindered ?.

The non-payment of subsoriptions te sucli an anieunt must exert 0;
very depressiug influence on the mind cf the brother engaged iùm oa-
ducting the periodical. There must flit across bis mmnd such thoughta
as-" su 'rely. t.hese. brethren take i'ery littie interest in the matter, or
they must entertain very singular ideas respectiug, what ia requisitée
inconducting a business wbeve there is a continuai cxpenditure.1"

.There is anether peint of view ini which brother Oliphant nmay j,.
injure. by the subseriptiens due bilm net beiug paid. If by this he
id undetr the nccessity of buying bis. materials fer the publication on
credit., lie, must- make bis purchases te a disadvantag.; for you al
.know that if a mercliant go te the market with cash lieean purchaso
much more advantageously than on credit. :Ùees it net ceur te yen,
brethren, that there is. something exccedingly incensistent in taking
ar rdig ious' publication and mot punctually payiug for it? 7It hais
nlways seemed se te, me. Is it not çàleulated te prevent-our.receiving-
thata8piritual benefit frnm. portions of truth we nmay peruse which-wo
etherwise would?

1 weuld aàk, 19- it net prc-cminently unbeceming on the part
of the "ldisciples" te, be 'behind with a subseription-cf net a-penny.
farthing per wek ? Our pectmniary burdens in ecclesiastical. mutters,
are-confessedly very,,very simail. We- have :no.-niinisters' stipendi3,bc
pcw rents &o. &o. &e. Surcly- thon it becomes us te évince;.thàtour
w;n.rooé,nition .of tVbes. prec.ee&ts frein. principle, -and not fiôe.une..


